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Ir apparently ra the foreign repre- 
sentatives in Peking to believe in the 
good will towards foreigners of the 
Chinese government at the present mo- 
ment, notwithstanding the wumerous 
proofs they have had, which have been 
gradually accumulating since the Franco- 
Chinese war, that these professions are 
merely from the lips. ‘The correspondent: 
of the London World on the Sikkim 
frontier, whose letter’ we quote to 
day, takes a less rose-coloured, though, 
we are obliged, to believe, truer view of 
the situation. His view no doubt is 
tinged by the discomfort to which our 
force there is condemned, owing to the 
want of suecess with the Llamas which 
the Chinese Resident, who was sent 
to settle everything, has had. The 
correspondent sends home, no doubt, 
what is the gossip of the camp, but 
we are free to confess that we he- 
lieve that there is a great deal of 
truth, and little exaggeration, in what 
he says. He regards as “all rubbish” 
what the Indian press writes of the 
‘friendliness,’ confidence,’ ‘sympathy, 
etc., on the part of China towards Eng: 
land. “China,” he says, “could have 
stopped this business long ago if she 
had desired to. That is a petrified fact 
which there is no gainsaying ; and in 
the face of it all this ‘damnable itera- 
tion’ about her friendly attitude, which 
the local papers are ever treating us 
to, is distinctly exasperating.” It is 
possible that if China had the best 
will in the world, her real influence 
over the Llamas is so slight, that she 
cannot give any effect to her wishes ; 
but we do not see anything in Peking 
at the present moment to prove that 
China cares to put herself out to give 
effect to her good wishes, if they exist. 
On the first of this month we mentioned 
jokingly a few of the things for which 
we have long been waiting from the 
Chinese government ; and there is little 
reason to hope that we shall have got 
them by the time that the first of April 
comes round again ; and the list was 
by no means exhaustive. Mr. Norman, 
in his lately published letters, has told 
the world how foreigners are regarded 
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to the capital, as well as every re- 
sident there who comes south, con- 
firms Mr. Normau’s statements. ‘Ihe 
sights of Peking that were once open | 
to foreigners are now nearly all closed ; 
and so far from being regarded by the 
population of the capital as a superior 
race, foreigners are now treated there 
with calculated incivility, that barely 
stops short of outrage. “Tustead of de- 
manding an audience, our representa 
tives accept “with bated breath and 
whispering humbleness” a tiffin and 
some paltry presents, and the doyew of 
the diplomatic corps expresses in the 
most respectful terms his appreciation 
of the condescension of the Empress 1 
Dowager and Prince Ch‘ing. ‘The Minis- 
ters vie with each other in assuring 
the Chinese how highly they value her 
friendship, and instead of stating their 
+ demands fairly and insisting on them, 
they profess to believe that if they cease 
to ask for it, the Emperor will himself 
come forward and offer to receive them 
in audience. We should have thought 
that even the most lately arrived 
Minister would know that nothing is 
ever got out of Chinese officials except 
by steady, repeated, and constant press- 
wre. They are never sure that there 
may not be unforeseen cons 
hind everything they are ask 
and therefore their first and Jast desire 
is to grant nothing. ‘Take the ease of 
the Auling. he ''sungli Yamén allows 
that the Chefoo Convention authorises 
the despatch of a steamer to Chungking; 
and months ago it sent orders to the 
officials of Hupeh and Szechnan to issue 
proclamations stating that the steamer 
was coming, and was not to be 
interfered with. On the faith of this 
Sir John Walsham assured Mr. Little 
early last autumn that the principle 
was granted, aud that he might safely 
leave Peking and would find his permit 
ready for him by the time he reached 
Ichang. But the yamén soon found a way 
to dispel this flattering hope ; a few ne- 
cessary but unimportant regulations had 
to be drawn up, and they got Sir John 
Walsham to admit the necessity of this; 
and by that means they have made the 
issue of the permit as uncertain as it 
was twoyears ago;and are now—mindful 
of their success with the Woosung rail- 
way—endeavouring to put the matter 
aside altogether by buying the steamer. 
‘fake another question in which four of 
the powers at least, England, France, 
Germany, and the United States, are 
interested, the redress to the mission- 
aries for the outrages which our Chi- 
nan-fa correspondent has so often men- 
tioned. ‘The Ministers are told that 
the Governor of Shantung has been 
ordered to do justice to the missionaries. 
He does nothing, and it is impossible 
that he would dare to do nothing if he 
did not know that in doing nothing he 
was doing all that the central govern- 
ment really wanted him to do. In 
Formosa nothing whatever is done to 
redress the wrong that foreigners have 
suffered and are suffering; and the 
local officials, we are told, laugh when 
































they are threatened with an appeal to 
Peking, and reply, with too much truth, 
that the Ministers are too much afraid 
of China’s power and too anxious to 
keep on good terms with her, to push 
their representations with any vigour. 
Some time ago we were told that the 
British Minister could not be expected 
to trouble himself about lesser matters, 
because he was engaged in securing a 
great concession, the opening of the 
‘West River in Kuangtung to navigation. 
The news was much too good to be 
true. So far from the Viceroy Chang 
Chi-tung making such a concession as 
this, he has not even yet removed the 
barriers that prevent any but light 
draught steamers getting up to Canton; 
and he has just promoted to the post of 
Acting Provincial Treasurer an official 
who lias placed it on record that the 
first duty of the government is to take 
measures which will lead to the evacua- 
tion of China by the hated foreigner. 

It is, no doubt, gratifying to the 
foreign Ministers, ‘and to the home 
governments, that Prince Ch‘ing should 
have been able to assure them in his 
recent speech that the Empress Dowager 
had referred in complimentary terms to 
their merits, and that the banquet was 
a token of the friendly relations that 
have existed for so many years past, 
and an angury of the perpetual main- 
tenance of these friendly relations. It 
appears, however, to us that this happy 
state of things has been secured by the 
foreign Ministers no longer attemptin; 
to press their claims, if the Tsung-li 
Yamén finds them inconvenient, and 
this was not the way in which the 
position we have attained in China was 
secured in the past. China is a nettle, 
and we know what happens to those 
who stroke it gently. 























Summary of Dew: 





‘The French mail of 22nd February arrived 
here on the Ist inst., by the M.M. Co, 
str. Iraonaddy, 

The English mail of 1st March arrived 
here this morning, by the P. & O. Co.'s 
str. Nizam. 

‘A mail leaves to-morrow morning for 
Europe, by the P. & O. Co.’s str. Ganges. 


LATEST INTELLIGENCE. 
[py crear NonrHERN TELEGRAPH co.) 
Special to the North-China Daily News. 
OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE BOAT 


CE. 











London, 30th March. 
Cambridge won by two lengths. 


[ey easrens EXTEN 
(THROUGH KEUTER’S AGENCY. , 
U.S. DIPLOMATIC APPOINTMENTS. 
London, 30th March, 
Robert Lincoln has been appointed 
Minister to London. 
Patrick Egan has been appointed 
Minister to Chile. 
THE COMPTOIR D’ESCOMPTE. 
The French Government has ordered 
a judicial enquiry into the conduct of 
the Directors of the Comptoir d’Bs- 
compte for representing its condition as 





(ON A, AND €. TEL, C0.] 





rosperous and paying an increased 
fvidend in January, when matters were 
so unsatisfactory. 
TERRIBLE DISASTER AT SAMOA. 
A destructive hurricane has occurred 
in Samoa. The Adler, Olga, Trenton, 
Vandalia, Eber and Nipsic have been 
totally wrecked. Nine German officers 
and 87 men and four American officers 
and 46 men have been drowned. 
London, 31st March. 
Only the Calliope escaped at Samoa, 
having put to sea. 
THE NATIONAL DEFENCES. 
London, Ist April. 
‘The House of Commons has agreed 
to the resolution for the increase of the 


navy. 
‘The First Lord of the Admiralty an- 
nounced that the resolution will be 
embodied in a special Bill. 
A TURN IN THE TIDE. 


: London, 8rd April. 

The trial of Dérouléde has com- 
menced. Boulanger is hiding to avoid 
arrest on a charge of treason. 

THE THRONE OF HOLLAND. 

The King of the Netherlands is 
gradually sinking. Both of the Nether- 
lands Chambers have decided that a 
Regency is necessary. 

THE LOSS OF THE 
London, 13th March, 
H. M. ironclad Sultan, which was strand- 
ed off Malta, has sunk. 
THE PARNELL COMMISSION, 
The evidence for the Times is concluded, 
THE COPPER SYNDICATE. 

‘The Agency of the Copper Syndicate has 

been transferred to Matheson & Co, 
ELECTION INTELLIGENCE, 

A, Gladstonian has been returned for the 
Barnsley division of Yorkshire by a majority 
of 2,551. 

ANOTHER SEPARATIST VICTORY, 
London, 16th March, 

A Gladstonian has been elected for Ken- 
nington by a majority of 630, 

THE HEALTH OF THE KING OF 
THE NETHERLANDS, 
. London, 19th Mareh, 

‘The condition of the King of the Nether- 
lands is now causing uneasiness ; slight 
pycemia has set in,—Singapore Papers, 

GENERAL BOULANGER. 
Paris, 17th March, 

General Boulanger, apeaking ata banquet 
at Tours, said he repudiated the Monatsh 
and desired liberal Republic, open to all, 
tolerant, and respecting liberty of consience. 

‘THE COMPTOIR D'ESCOMPTE, 
Paris, 19th March, 

The value of the Gomptoir d'Escompte's 
shares has fallen to 167 francs. Financiers 
have lent another forty millions, 

THE DEPUTY FOR METZ. 
j Paris, 21st March, 

M. Antoine, the Deputy for Metz, has 
arrived in Paris, and has been warmly 
received, M. Antoine will reside in France. 
—Havas Telegrams, 

—_-—__ 
Reapives For THE Weex. 








Rainfall 


1889, 
Fabr. Thermometer. 
Min. in inches. 
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The latest news from Ichang is that the 
delegates are apparently instructed to 
render the negotiations that have been 
commenced abortive, as they are insisting 
that separate days must be set apart for 
steamer and junk traffic, aud they are, it is 
said, oflering to buy the Kuling, as a solu- 
tion of the difficulty, but nothing, as far as 
our advices go, has yet been definitely 
settled. 

‘The property at the corner of the Bund 
and the Yang-king-pang, which was sold 
the other day for Tis. 115,000 has been 
resold to the Shanghai Land Investment 
‘Association for Tls. 122.000, 

‘We learn that the Mayfair Estate has 
passed into Chinese hands, the considera- 
tion, it is reported, being Tls. 25,000. The 
villas now on it, it'is said, are to’ be pulled 
down, and a Chinese village is to be erect- 
ed on the site, so that one of the best sites 
on the Bubbling Well Road will be 
reduced to the unsavoury condition of the 
block west of the Horse Bazaar. It will 
bea melancholy change, and we trust that 
it will be yet avoided. 

‘The Manager of the Chartered Mercantile 
Bank has been informed by wire that the 
Directors have declared a dividend at the 
rate of 6% per annum for the half-year 
ending ist December last, carrying 
$240,000 to the Reserve Fund. 

Mr. Hughes informs us that he has 
received from Bishop Volontieri of South- 
ern Honan a letter dated 10th March 
acknowledging the receipt of one thousand 
dollars being part of the amount voted by 
the Hongkong Government for the relief of 
the sufferers from famine. The Bishop sent 
this sun at once to Chow-kia-k‘ou with 
instructions to the two missionaries who 
have charge of that mission, and who were 
engaged in relief work, to increase the 
amount of the help they are giving, and 
enlarge their sphere of action, in propor- 
tion to the means received, and without 
regard to religious distinctions. Tt is hoped 
that no further distribution after this may 
he necessary, and that this help may suftice 
till the crops are gathered. ‘The repair of the 
Yellow River Breach has freed the ground 
for cultivation—but the poor are for the 

resent without means of subsistence. The 
Bi hop has requested one of the Fathers to 
‘send him at his convenience a memo. of 
the villages and fam assisted, which 
will be then sent to Mr. Hughes for the 
satisfaction of the generous donors, 

‘The China Inland Mission received yes- 
terday another remittance from London of 
£700 for the Famine Fund. 

‘Mr. H. M. Hillier begs to acknowledge 
the receipt of the following subscriptions to 
the North-Chin Famine Relief Fund :— 
Amount of subseripti 

already avertiod 2 
‘Subscriptions from San 

Francisco U.S. $5,000 






































at 99) oan 
Subscriptions from New 
‘York 
Kowloon €'toms833.00 
Basel Mission ... 822. 
at 7! 








Mr. Muirhead has the pleasure of acknow- 
Jedging $930 for the Famine Relief fund 
forwarded from the Bank of California to 
pay the Revs. Dr, Y. J. Allen, G. F. Fitch, 
and D. W. Herring, and handed over by 
them for the above purpose. Also $10 from 
Soochow (additional), and from a friend, per 
8. C. New, Esq., $3, $10 from a friend, 
anonymous $1.90, and from a Chinese 
Christian 50 cents. 





‘The Society for the Diffusion of Christian 
and General Knowledge among the Chinese 
has handed us copies of two periodicals 
which it is now issuing, the Wan Krcoh 
Kung Pao, or Review of the Times, and the 
Chinese Boys’ Uren. The Society has been 
moved by the feeling of the advantage of 
having a periodical entirely under western 
control, through which foreigners could 
speak directly to the Chinese nation, and 
it asks the assistance of foreign officials 
and merchants in all parts of China to the 
enterprise. The table of contents of the 
second number of the Review of the Times 
will show that a very high standard is 
imed at in this periodical. There is a 
well-executed chromo-lithograph of the 
Tuileries, as it was before the Commune 
destroyed it; an illustrated article on 
Ancient Notions of the Shape of Earth ; 
an article on Railroad Enterprise in 
China, with a view of the large Niagara 
suspension bridge; and an article on 
Western Systems of Education, with illus- 
trations. Thereare numerous other articles, 
political, scientific and literary, and the 
price is only 10 cents a copy, or $1 a year. 

‘he Boys’ Own is naturally lighter in its 
aims, and it also is fully illustrated, the 
first’ number containing an_ excellent 
coloured view of Westminster Abbey. Its 

rice is just half that of the Review of the 

"imes. Both periodicals will, no doubt, 
become self-supporting before long, but 
meanwhile the executive Committee of the 
Society will gladly receive any assistance, 
literary or pecuniary, that may be sent 
them. 

Just at midnight on Friday the fire alarm 
was rung at the Central Station and the 
district was indicated by three bells. This 
wasa mistake, and after the firemen had 
gone to Peking Road where it was stated 
the fire was, the locality was ascertained 
to bein the second district, in an alley lead- 
ing off North Kiangse Road and north of 
Tiendong Road. ‘The Deluge men got 
to the fire first and had two streams playing 
some time before any of the other compa- 
nies had set to work. The Torrent, 
Hongkew and Victoria engines were 
brought out, but only the two first were 
used, and they took water from the Soochow 
Creek. Eleven houses—the whole of the 
block—were burnt out, notwithstanding 
that there were nine streams playing on the 
flames, and the quantity of water was 80 
great that the alley was flooded till one 
of the firemen had all the sink covers pulled 
up. It was nearly three o'clock before the 
firemen commenced to reel up, the Hong- 
kew Company remaining till 5 a.m. The 
property belonged toa late resident and was 
insured, and we believe one of the occupants 
was covered to the extent of Tis. 600. 
What with the smoke and the drenchin; 
some of the firemen had a pretty rough 
time of it, for as they were on both sides 
of the buildings, they could not help occa- 
sionally playing on each other. 

A few minutes after 5 p.m. on Wednesday 
fire was discovered in a block of buildings 
between Broadway and Seward Road in 
one direction and Boone Road and the 
Hongkew Creek in the other. The firemen 
were prompt in arriving, the ‘‘ Hongkew” 
Engine Company being first, and the ‘*Vie- 
torias” next. After half an hour's hard 
work, the firemen got the flames under 
with the aid of seven streams of water, but 
their work did not end there and they 
played on the ruinstillan hourlater. Atthe 
time of the alarm there was a high wind, 
and had there been any delay in the fire- 
men turning out, the conflagration might 
have been a serious one, as the contents 
of some of the houses consisted of large 
quantitics of coal, charcoal, firewood and 
tallow, the latter running out of the houses 
into one of the lanes. The Mih-ho-loongs 
made themselves useful pulling down 
portions of the burning buildings. Some 
seven houses were entirely destroyed 
and as many more seriously damaged. 
‘There was a large tea shop and lodging 




































house, apparently, close to the fire, 
‘This building consists of a number of 
miserable rvoms in a row all opening 
out on to a verandah which has only one 
staircase, and that is very narrow and at 
one end of the verandah. Had the fire 
been at night and caught the building 
nearest the staircase it is almost certain a 
number of people would have lost their 
lives or else have been seriously injured by 
jumping out of the windows. We believe 
the property burnt was insured and was 
Chinese owned. 

A recent resident in Formosa writes a 
touching account of the way in which the 
telegraph service is conducted in the south 
of that island. He says that the Consul 
at Takow applied to the Taotai, and was 
told the hours for sending messages were 
from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m., but this isa farce, 
If a message is sent in at any hour of the 
day between about 11 a.m, and 5 p.m,, it 
anay or may not be forwarded, but outside 
these hours, not. The Anping operator 
lives at Taiwanfoo, a distance of three 
miles, and comes to his office, on such days 
as it pleases him, about 11 Tf he has 
not arrived, or is not coming, the man who 
desires to sond a message is told that the 
line is ‘to earth,’ and the same excuse is 
given if the operator has any more pleasant 
engagement. The operator at the Takow 
office is generally at his happy retreat on 
the other side of the lagoon, and then the 
line is reported to be broken. If it is 
really interrupted, common coolies: are 
hired to go along it and find the break, so 
that sometimes, though the line is only 
thirty miles long, it takes ten days to get 
it repaired. The poles, all supposed to be 
new ones, are the old ones that were put 
up fifteen’ or twenty years ago, and whe 
they break off from rot, the rotten end is 
cut off and they are stuck in the ground 
again, so that in many places the line 
nearly touches the ground. Even a slight 
shower of rain sometimes breaks the line, 
‘That between Anping and Taiwanfoo was 
allowed to remain broken for two months, 
the operators being only too delighted at 

‘he Pescadores cable has been broken 
r five months; the people in the office 
say that the telegraph steamer was out for 
six weeks but could not repair it, ‘The 
line between Tamsui and Taiwanfoo has 
remained unmended ever since the rebels 
cut it. Itis said that the cut ends have 
been brought within one day's journey of 
each other, but no one knows if this is 
correct, as one day messages are refused 
and the next day taken. Sometimes it 
takes twenty-four hours for a message to 
reach Amoy, and sometimes three days, 
It is no use to remonstrate, for the clerks 
assort that they are quite independent, 
and so closely related to the Director at 
Tamsui, that they are not afraid of com- 
plaint.” The apparatus is a sight to be 
seen; cells dried up and covered with 
cobwebs and verdigris; it is a mystery 
how they get a current at all, considering 
the resistance, and the imperfect insulation 
on the line. A man wanted to send a 
mi the other day at 10 a.m, and was 
told that it was impossible, as the chief 
operator’s cousin was going to be married 






































at 11, and no work could be done. The 
man being still dissatis 3 told 
that the line was broken ; and this is how 





it too often goes when the Chinese take such 
establishments into their sole management. 

It will be seen by the telegram which we 
publish in another column, that Cam- 
bridge, as was expected, won the boat-race 
on Saturday. When the last mail left, the 
betting was 7 to 4 on Cambridge, which 
was fortunate in having the same crew as 
won last year, while Oxford had had some 
dificulty in selecting a crew. It must have 
been a good race to be only won by two 
lengths. Including Saturday's race, Cam- 
bridge has now won 22 races and Oxford 
23, and there has been one dead heat. 

if Germany and the United States had 








actually come to blows in Samoa, as was 
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at one time feared by those who forget 
what a very unimportaut place Samoa is, 
and that nearly the whole trade is and has 
been for a long time in German hands, 
the loss could hardly have been more 
disastrous than that recorded in the tele- 
pram published today, and caused by a 
wurricane. Such a calamity as the simul- 
taneous destruction of six meu-of-war has 
hardly occurred since the Crimean war, 
for the ships destroyed by the French at 
Foochow could hardly come within the 
category of active men-of-war. The T'renton 
will ‘be remembered as having been re- 
cently the flagship of Admiral Davis on 
this station, She was a wooden ship of 
900 tons, Iwunched at New York in 
1875. The’ Vandalia was a wooden ship 
of 2,100 tons, built at Boston in 1874, 
and ‘the Nipsic a wooden barque of 1,375 
tons, built at Washington in 1878. "All 
three were obsolete vessels. The three 
German ships lost were of a slightly more 
modern character. The Olja was an 
iron and wooden ship of 2,130 tons, built 
at Stettin in 1880; the Adler a composite 
gtm-vessel of 870 tons, built at Kiel in 
1883 ; and the Eber, a gunboat of 490 tons, 
built at Kiel in 1886, ‘The English Calliope 
fortunately escaped in time. 

Mr. Robert Lincoln, who has been ap- 
pointed Minister to London, is son of the 
great Abraham Lincoln, and has been in 
the Cabinet. ‘The appointment of Mr. 
Egan to Chile is appa 
the Irish Americans for their support of 
General Harrison in the recent election. 

M, Dérouléde, whose trial Reuter tells 
us has commenced, is the head of the 
Patriotic League in Paris, and an eminent 
supporter of General Boulanger. 

he April number of The Aessenger, 
printed by the Society for the Diffusion 
of Christian and General Knowledge among 
the Chinese, opens with a third paper by 
the Rev. J.'Sadler, Amoy, on Encourage- 
ments to Christian Enterprise among the 
Chinese ; but wo fear that they are not very 
strong encouragements after all. ‘The con 
tinuation of Dr. Williamson's paper on 
‘The Finger of Providence in the Polity and 
Histozy of China is very well worth reading, 
rticularly his remarks on the results to 
China of which the competitive examination 
system bas been fruitful. There is a great 
deal of other interesting matter in’ the 
number, including a graphic account of a 
visit, to” O-mni Shan, the ‘Pilgrim Mountain 
of West China, celebrated for the remark- 
able phenomenon known as The Glory 
of Buddha.” ‘That the following story 
tinds a place in this issue shews that the 
itor is sufficiently catholic in his sympa- 
thies :--Dr. Norman Macleod used to 
tell of an old woman being tried by the 
Sheriff for smuggling, and yet, after clear 
proof of the case, he seemed restless and 
fidgety, and loth to sentence her. At last 
he said, ‘“Tsuppose, my good woman, it’s 
not very often you've fallen into this fault ?” 
“Deed no, shitra,” she replied, * I hae'na 
made a drap since yon ree keg T sent yours 
ve’! ‘The effect of this statement may 
well be imagined. 

‘The average maximum of the Fahr. ther- 
mometer in a shaded situation in Shangh: 
during March was 57°.6, the average mi 
mum 42°, and the mean 49°.8, ag: 
57°.77, 43°44, and 50°.6 respectively in 
March last year. ‘The rainfall for the 
month was 3.80 inches, against 4.60 inches 
in March, 1888, and an average of 2.94 
inches for the seven years 1882-88. Rain 
fell measurably on 12 days in March last, 
against 11 days in March, 1888, and an 
average of 8 days for the seven years 
1882-88, 

We hear that a Chinaman has lately been 
seen in Chinkiang wearing garments of a 
strange and striking pattern, evidently 
made out of a Union Jack, The material 
is supposed to have come from the British 
Consulate during the recent riot, and 
though the use to which this practical son 
of Han put the “flag that braved, etc.,” is 











































































no doubt an eminently useful one to him- 
self, it is adding insult to injury in a 
manner. 

Colonel Mosby has done his best to prove 
that consular certifications are unecessary 
on the non-dutiable articles of which the 
exports from China so largely consist, and 
it is possible that some shippers have been 
congratulating themselves that some-one 
would soon be found daring enough to bell 
the cat, and relieve exporters from a most 
troublesome and expensive duty. If they 


have really been hoping that their toils | sw 


would ere long be lightened, they must. be 
plauged into the depths of despair by the 
new regulations which have come from 
Washington. ‘The old system punished 
them with whips, but they are now chastised 
with scorpions. "One form of invoice and 
certificate, which had to be obtained i 

triplicate, was bad enough, but there are 
now three forms, and lest this multiplicity 
should cause confusion, the colour of the 
paper on which these forms are to be 
printed, is carefully prescribed. It has 
been borne in upon some unusually intelli- 
gent under-secretary that there are at least 
three forms of ownership. A man owns 
what he buys for himself, what he procures 
otherwise than by purchase (a most charm- 
ing euphemism this) and what he buys for 
some-one else. Separate declarations are 
now required for these different forms of 
ownership ; a blue one where merchandise 
has been actually purchased ; a yellow one 
where the gocds have been purchased on 
account of the consignee ; and a white one 
(white being the colour of innocence) where 
they ‘have been procured otherwise than 
by purchase ;” and to each of these a green 
certificate (ominous colour, green) is to be 
attached by the Consul-General. The 
curious thing is that the shippers are 
actually challenged to refuse to make 
declarations on duty-free goods, for the 
declarations contain the words ‘which aro 
subject to any ad valorem rate of duty or 
to any duty regulated or directed by law.” 
This parti-coloured imposition ought surely 
to stir up shippers to having it definitely 
settled whether they have to take out 
certifleates for duty-free goods or not. 

‘The Japan Mail of the 22nd ult. says 
that it seems to be now finally decided that 
Count Goto will onter the Cabinet as 
Minister of State for the Department of 
Communications, and that Viscount Eno- 
moto will take the portfolio of Education. 
The rumour that Viscount Tani would be- 
come Minister of the Imperial Household 
and that Count Itagaki also was to enter 
the Government in an important postion 
remains as yet unconfirmed. 

In order to encourage the export trade 
in rice, the Japanese government is con- 
sidering the desirability of allowing foreign 
vessels to load at Shimonoseki, 

‘The Japan Mail says that Mr. Henry 
Norman’s letters describing his visit to 
Tongking will not be among the least in- 
teresting of his contributions to our know- 
ledge of the East. He spent three weeks 
there, penetrated as far as the Franco- 
Chinese frontier, among the pirates, and 
visited the new coalfields. With regard to 
the latter, he writes that they are undoubt- 
edly good, and that Japan must anticipate 
keen competition from them. The shares 
(800 franes par) are now quoted at 350 per 
cent. premium. Mr. Norman adds that 
he can bear personal testimony to the 
quality of the coal, since he travelled for a 
week in M. Bavier-Chaffour's steam-launch 
with a high-pressure engine burning the 
coal all the time. 

‘Notwithstanding the reports to the con- 
trary which have lately been in circulation, 
the Hongkong Telegraph has excellent. rea- 
sons for stating that nothing has yet been 
decided as to laying down a railway between 
Canton and Kowloon, Itis, however, gener- 
ally understood that His Excellency the 
Viceroy is in favour of the scheme. 





























The Daily Press of March 28th says -— 
‘The temporary stoppage of the business of 





the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank ab 
Manila naturally caused considerable in- 
convenience to the mercantile community. 
‘The Comercio of the 19th March says :— 
“ Various influential Spanish firms present- 
ed a petition to His Excellency the Gover- 
nor-General yesterday i gorng | the 
commercial crisis produced here by the 
enibargo laid on the agency of the Hong- 
cong and Shanghai ‘Banke on. Saturday 
last, and proposing that immediate steps be 
taken to remedy it, Arrangements were 

juently made by which’ the business 
of the Bank was continued, the amount of 
Messrs. Jurado and Co,’s claim of $330,000 
being deposited with the Government,” 
The Comercio of the 23rd instant contains 
the following :—“It is said the Hongkon, 
and Shanghai Bank have been notified o 
another embargo for $825,000, but it is 
also said that advices of a settlement are 
expected.” 

‘The Economist of 16th February gives 
the following parzgraph on the last Report 
of the Comptoir d’Escompte :—The Report 
read at the meeting of shareholders of the 
Comptoir d’Escompte did not mention the 
leading part taken by that establishment 
in the copper syndicate in the enumeration 
of its principal operations in 1888, but it 
is evidently alluded to in the passage an- 
nouncing that the dividend would be 2f. 
more than in previous years, The Chair- 
man said: “It is nevertheless our duty to 
inform you that we found during the year 
in some exceptional business, which may 
not be continued, an employment for 
capital of considerable amount.”” 

he Beotomist of the 23rd February has 
the following :—The new copper any the 
Compagnie Auxiliaire des Métaux, has now 
been detinitely constituted. ‘The shares were 
not offered for public subscription, but were 
taken by the founders, who held a first 
meeting on Wednesday, at which documenta 
were presented showing that the required 
one-fourth of the capital of 40,000,000 had 
been paid up. M. Denfert Rochereau, 
manager of the Comptoir d’Escompte, and 
M. Secretan, of the Société des Métaux, 
acted as auditors, as representing the two 
largest shareholders. M. KE, Hentsch, chi 
man of the Comptoir d’Escompte, M. Mi 
son, director of the same bank, and M, 
Quiédeville, deputy-manager of the Société 
des Métaux, were chosen directors of the 
new company for six years. We last weok 
stated that the Crédit Lyonnais w of 
the promoters of the new combination, 
We learn, howover, that that institution 
has had no connection either with the syn- 
dicate or the new bank. 

The Rev. Dr. H. Adler pleaded on behalf 
of the China Famine Relicf Fund at tho 
Bayswater Synagogue on 9th February, in 
compliance with the request addressed to 
him by the Lord Mayor. He spoke of tho 
terrible suffering entailed by the combina 
tion of calamities with which the north- 
eastern provinees of China had been visited, 
Owing to the failure of the crops, tho 
vromen and children were dyinginthoutands 
by the wayside, while the starving mon 
were powerless to help them. In askin 
for contributions he mentioned that it ha 
been computed that a contribution of four 
shillings will save thelifeof a fellow-creature. 
In the course of the sermon, which was 
based on the words of Isaiah xlix., 12, 
“And these from the land of Sinim,”* Dr, 
Adler spoke at length of the orphaned 
colony of Kaifung Foo, situated in one of 
the provinces visited by the famine. Re- 
ference was made to the account given of 
the small and fast diminishing settlement 
by various travellers, to the several, un- 
happily unsuccessful, endeavours made by 
the Jews to communicate with their bre- 
thren in the distant land, and the earnest 
hope was exprossed that the Anglo-Jewish 
Association might take steps to gain trust- 
worthy information respecting the colony, 
with the view of preventing the small 
Temnant from being absorbed. in the eur. 
rounding population. 
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Miscellaneous Articles. 


THE P. & 0. POCKETBOOK. 
Unper the energetic management of 


Mr. Thomas Sutherland, M.P., the | 


P. & 0. Company—as ‘which it is 
actually better known than by its full 
title—has come to fill so large a place 
in the English mind, that the London 
Times itself quite recently devoted a 
special article to it. We then, need 
make no apology for taking as our 
subject this morning the handsome and 


useful pocket-book lately issued by the | 


Company. ‘The void that would be 
made in commercial London by the 
disappearance, if such a catastrophe 
were possible, of the P. & 0. Company 


by judicious management the strong| boat built in 1829, of 206 tons gross, 
breezes on their advancing or retreating! and 60 horse-power, to the Oceana 
edzes made use of.” | built in 1887, of 6,362 tons gross 

So far the P. & O. Pocketbook has and 7,000 horse-power. ‘The present 
dealt with subjects of special interest’ fleet, we learn, consists of 54 ships 
to its travellers, but the section which’ with an average tonmage of 3,887 
' follows, and which occupies about half for each ship, while no less than 104 
the volume, is devoted to articles of ships have disappeared in various ways 

manent value. The “Grand Old: from the fleet, their average tonnage 
| Frenchman,” M. Ferdiuand de Lesseps | being 1,442. It is noticeable that the 
| himself, coutributes the first article, on’ first screw steamer built for the Compa- 
Le Canal de Suez. He tells us how! ny was the Shanghai in 1857, of 546 
during his residence in Egypt as Freuch | tous gross and 100 horse-power ; while 
Consular Agent from 1831 to 1838,/ the last paddle steamer built was the 
the possibility of the canal forced itself, Nyanza in 1864, of 2,082 tons gross 
| upon him. How in 1852 he wrote‘ and 2,304 horse-power. The other tab- 
| his first paper on the subject, which | les occupy some ‘thirty pages, and with 
he was disstaded from laying before | them and the blank pages at the end 
the then Viceroy, Abbas Pasha, while | of the book for his daily log and memo- 


would be comparatively small and quick-| the Porte declined to take up a 
ly filled up; but Shanghai would not] purely Egyptian question How in 
be the same place if the familiar steamer- | 1854 he obtained his concession from 
surmounted flagstaff on the bund, on ' the new Viceroy, Mohammed Said Pasha; 
which we are glad to see that the crows | and then how his energy brought the 
have built their nest once more this|work to a successful termination in 
year, were to be missing. We noticed | November, 1869, notwithstanding the 
the other day the illustrated handbook | opposition of England, which converted 
for travellers issued by the Nord-| what he had intended to be an inter- 
deutscher Lloyd, a most useful little | national into a French enterprise. Mr. 
ublication ; but it is entirely thrown | Sutherland’s article on the Canal, which 
into the shade by this little dark blue | follows, is longer, more full of facts and 
and gold volume with red edges, of figures, and more specially interesting 
nearly three hundred pages, with nearly | to merchants here, for the lucid way in 
thirty process illustrations and sixteen , which the writer deals with the elfect 
aduirable maps. Nor is it a mero | of the opening of the caual on British 
perfinctory guide-book. There is indeed | trade, and the revolution which the 
a guide-book section occupying the | canal and ocean telegraphy have effected 
first 114 pages, and including a history | in the commerce of the East in the last 
of the Company; a list of its lines | twenty years. It is reassuring to read 
and routes, its special tours, and its | Mr. Sutherland’s opinion that “ the pre- 
Continental communications ; extracts | sent scope of our intercourse merely 
from the Company's book of regulations, | foreshad 
which themselves answer a large per-! merce which lies in the future of our 
centage of the questions with which | association with the Far East.” Egypt 
passengers are too apt to make the lives | and India could not well have been 
of the steamer’s officers a burden to | entrusted to more competent hands than 
them; hints on outfits, the writer of | those of Mr. Stanley Lane-Poole and Sir 
which has not disdained to concern | Edwin Arnold ; but the article to which 
himself with the great question of but- | residents here will turn with the greatest 
tous versus studs; a most interesting | curiosity, a curiosity that will be amply 
article from the British Medical Journal | satisfied, is that on China, by Sir Thomas 
on “The Oceau Cure,” in which the| Wade. Sir Thomas modestly describes 
writer tells home patients that they | it as merely a plan of campaign for a 
would soon find out, as the residents in | vacation rambler with a comparatively 
the East have done, the benefits of a | short time at his disposal; but it is really 
sea trip, when wom or exhausted by | a treatise in 43 closely printed pages. It 
disease or overwork, if they could be! is written ina charmingly bright and 
brought to look on a voyage with less | attractive style, aud those who have the 
apprehension than they do now. The’ pleasure of kuowing the writer will feel, 
ports ex route are descnied, and many | in reading it, as if he were tal to 
of them illustrated ; but iv is too bad | them, and the tourist who begins it will 
that: there should be no picture of the | forget everything else until he has 
striking river frout of Shanghai, which | finished it. After it, Mr. Lucy's des- 
the editor of the London edition of the criptive article on Japan seems very 
New York Herald once described as’ superficial. 
“the most beautiful city in the East.”| Added to all this varied literatur 
There is a paper of Notes on Ocean! a mass of tables, dealing with every 
Meteorology of P. & 0. routes, whose ; possible subject that a traveller could 
study should rob even bad weather of | want to know about, so that the pas: 
















































half its terrors The intending traveller | senger from Loudon tu Shanghai who | 


who has heard of typhoons will read | digests this book on the voyage out will 
with pleasure that “from the kuow-| bea perfect cyclopmdia by the time he 
ledge now poscese of theit movements lands on the bund. Not the least in- 
and from the ample warning of their | teresting of these is the list of the past 
approach which is given by the baro- and present steam fleet of the Company, 
meter, the fury of these gales can gen- | from the pioneer, the William Favcett, 
erally be avoided, or even in some cases | of which a picture is given, a paddle 


s the magnitude of the com | 





| randa, the energetic traveller will fully 
oceupy the few idle hours that are left 
\ him if he attends assiduously to the 
| quickly-recurring invitations to the 
sumptuous table which the Company 
| now provides. 


THE FIRST OF APRIL. 
We may expect that by an early steamer 
the new Shanghai Land Regulations will 
be returned here from Peking, with the 
Volunteer clauses restored, and with the 
full confirmation of the Chinese Govern- 
meut aud all the Foreign Ministers. 
We my expect to hear that all the 
| Foreign Ministers have been received in 
| audience by the Emperor of China, who 
| made the most affable enquiries as to 
' the health of the rulers of their respec 
‘tive countries, and that the Empress 
| Dowager has issued invitations for a 
garden party in the Palace to the lead- 
‘Ing foreign residents at the capital, at 
‘which the Emperor aud Empress have 
promised to be present. 
| We may expect to hear that the per- 
mit for the A’wling to proceed to Chung- 
‘king has been granted, and that the 
, Viceroy of Svechuen has been instructed 
to build a wharf and godowus for the 
steamer’s use at that city, as a revogni= 
: tion on the part of the Government of 
| the enterprise of the promoters of the 
scheme. 
} We may expect to hear that all the 
| Missionary troubles in the North are 
| settled, and that an Imperial decree has 
been issued ordering all Viceroys, under 
severe penalties, to facilitate the ac- 
quirement of property for bond fide 
‘missionary work, and to protect’ the 
missionaries in their labours. 
We may expect to hear that the 
' Anding has secured a depth of thirty 
{ feet on the Woosung Bar, which will be 
permanent. 
We may expect to hear that bonding 
| facilities are to be extended to all the 
arves which can is 
security that they w 
We way expect to hear that_striu; 
ent orders have been sent to Formosa 
that the illegal exaction of likin is to 
' be stopped at once. 
We may expect to hear that Li 
Hung-chang has been ordered to pro- 
ceed at once with the construction of a 
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railway from ‘'Tientsin to Shanghai, ; 


which will be continued to Canton with 
the least possible delay. 

We may expect to 
things to-day, because i 
Apri. 


HAS CHINA A RELIGION? 
Sin Tuomas Wave, in his article on 
China written for the P. & O. pocket- 
book, devotes a page or two to what are 
called the three religions of China,! 
Confucianism, 'l'aoism,and Buddhism, and | 
the remarks of one so thoroughly con- 
versant with the subject are well worth 
consideration, The period of lettered 
ease which Sir Thomas has spent since 
he gave up the uncongenial practice of | 
diplomacy, has no doubt enabled him | 
to correct and mature his views, and we 
may take what he has just written as 
the final expression of his opinions, 
‘The China hand who is asked at home 
whether the Chinese are a religious 
people, and likely to be susceptible to 
Christianisation, generally replies that 
as far as his observation goes, the! 
Chinese have no religion in their nature, 
and do not feel the want of it; and in 
this he is confirmed by Sir Thomas} 
Wade, who says :—“If religion is held 
tomeanmore thanmereethics,I deny that | 
the Chinese have a religion, ‘They have | 
indeed a cult, or rather a mixture of 
cults ; but no creed ; innumerable varie- 





ear all these 
is the First of 














ties of puerile idolatry, at which they 
are ready enough to laugh, but. which | 





a 


they dare not disr This is the 
“stony soil’ in which the missionaries 
are endeavouring to implant the seeds 
of the Gospel ; and their small measure | 
of success is not due to their want of 
energy, orto any defect in the seed, 
but to the impracticable nature of the | 
soil. If the Chinese mind were capable 
of a religion, it would have had one 
loug before thi 
“But in ethies,” says Sir ‘Thom 
“they had entrusted to them by their 
patriarchs, wherever these may have | 
received it, a most respectable set of | 
principles. I will not say that they | 
have been always consistently adhered 
to, but there has been a continuity of 
reverence for them. Again and again, 
throughout those long ages, we have an 
evidence of an effort, after lapses, to 
return to virtue, of a persistent inclinin; 
to the right path ; and hence, again au 
again, a restoration of the empire to 
health after disastrous intervals of dis- 
order.” Although the student knows 
better, the China hand is accustomed to 
think of Confucius as the founder and 
first teacher of the present ethical sys- 
tem of China, whereas he was only the 
restorer. ‘The patriarchs to whom Sir 
Thomas Wade alludes date from at 
east four thousand years ago, and even 
then, somewhere near the beud of the 
Yellow River, they ruled a country, 
“with a full blown polity, a ritual, a 
literature, and other attributions of 
settled state.” The accounts of these 
patriarchs, which are not contemporary, 
but some ten or twelve centuries later, 
are, we are told, generally truthful ; 
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they do not claim to be inspired, and | markedly opposed to the dreamy grop- 
| they relate little if anything miraculous. | ing after an intangible First Cause, which 
But they mark the existence at that is salsa as the bse hot the mind 
; early date of what was a religion, in so | in the writings ascribed to Laotze.” 
ifar as it imculeated the duties of man,| Where Confucius was practical, Laote 
not only to his fellow-man, but to a| was auetaphysieal “His teachings,” 
| Supreme Ruler. To this Supreme Ruler, | says Sir Thomas Wade, “ point to the 
“between whom and High Heaven a/ attainment of good, and consequently 
distinction is scarcely to be established,” | appiness, by abstinence from contact 
sacrifices were made, to him prayers and | with the things of this life, and it is 
praise were addressed, and he was | not surprising that his doctrine quent 
recognised as the creator and director | have been thought to have been derive 
of the world, as fully as the Christian's | fw Indian metaphysics, or at any rate 
God of revelation. He rewarded the, to have prepared the Chinese for the 
good and punished the bad; success | importation of Buddhism.” All that 
and good harvests were the sign of ; Taoism and Buddhism have done for 
his satisfaction with the conduct of the | China could well have been spared. ‘To 
earthly ruler, as natural calamities were | them is due whatever idolatry, if there 
the proof of his anger; aud though |is any in the strict sense of the word, 
Heaven comprised “an immense theo: there is in China; “corrupt se, they, 
gony of various degrees,” its personal | and become abominable ;” the former 
Supremacy was never quceooel. This |has degenerated most; and the latter, 
belief certainly seems little less than |“ though it has never supplanted the 
what we understand by a religion. ' system of Confucius, has, in some de- 
Though the patriarchs were overthrown | gree, emasculated its energy.” In 
about the time of Abraham, their suc- | fact, what religion there was once in 
cessors whose dynasty endured to the | Confucianism has been diluted by being 
time of the siege of ‘Troy retained their | mixed up with the puerilities of cian 
creed, if we may so call it, and to this and Buddhism, and we come back to 
day through successive dynasties, the ''the original proposition, that China has 
Emperor has always fortified himself by | a mixture of cults, but no creed. 
the assertion that as Son of Heaven, 
he holds a divine commission. : 
It is to the teachings of Confucius 
that the want of religion among the Tur Japan Mail of the 25th of March 
Chinese is commonly attributed, and | contains the following translation from 
yet he was an eminently devout charac- | the Nichi Nichi shinies bat we ad 
ter. Nowhere does he pretend that not reproduce it yesterday because the 
the morality which he worked so hard | Japanese vemacular apers are not al= 
to restore was evolved entirely from ‘ways careful to make certain of the 
the cousciousness of man, “His own ' accuracy of their information, and in this 
moet were She patriarchs of China, “case nothing is said ws to ie sats i ut 
on whom, as on all men at their birth, | runs:—“ A telegram from Seoul dat 
Heaven had bestowed an appreciation | the 22ud March aes ee Mr. Dany 
of the pre-eminence of tive essentials : has decided to leave for home, having 
—disinterestedness, whether as shewn | requested the Coreau Goverment to 
in self-denial or in active philanthropy ; ‘release him from service. He has re= 
the principle which makes men just and ' ceived the swum of yen 30,000 from HE. 
public-spirited ; correctness in forms of Li Hung-clang.’—We should not notice 
devotion or politeness ; education ; and | it now, but that it has been made the 
good faith.” When we find correctness ' ground for a savage attack on Mr, Denny 
in forms of devotion inculeated as one {on the part of the Japan Gazette, an 
of the essentials of conduct, we must attack which is the more unjustifiable, 
allow that if this is uot a. religious as i is imposible for Mr; Denny, while 
system, it is a very good substitute for | in his present position, to defend himself, 
it. Itis quite true that Contcienisas Hl aes ecco remarks that the nee as 
is marked by an emivently practical 'to Mr. Denny's retirement “is the ex- 
character, that he told his pupils that | pected, and about the best thing that 
until they had acquired all possible ‘ could happen toCorea even if it is secured 
knowledge of the natural, it was a waste ‘at such a price as yer 30,000.” The 
of time to study the supernatural. But Gazette asserts that ever since Mr. 
it is tov much to inter from this that Denny entered the service of the King 
he did hi t ise th f Con th has b thing but. 
he did not choose to recognise the of Corea “there has been nothing bu 
supernatural. He found society cor- | intrigue and trouble. Sent as the Chi- 
rupt owing, as it seemed to him, to ‘nese nominee he devoted himself wholly 
neglect of the teachings of the patriarchs, ' to opposing anything Chinese, and did 
and it was probably in his time as it his utmost to foster a spirit of rebellion 
generally has been, that the forms of ‘against Chinese stzerainty over Corea. 
religion. ge Koei ole ponnliy H in faet ee wun Soot and nail seinsl 
languishes fe set himself therefore those who sent him. He went to Corea 
to revive the amorality of the past, aud ‘as the ally of China but shifted his 
y. Loic 4 : 
his bent was too practical to allow him | affections and poms a most implacable 
to trouble about a creed until he had hater. And, forsooth, he would have 
purified practice. It is uot for those | us believe that he did this to free an 
whe want to oe He ore made bapa] unhappy coulay from a a A WY 
to depreciate him if the “energy and | instead of improving matters 
palpability” of his teachings “are | made them a thouwsaud times worse but 
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apparently has come out well himself. 
It is not to be wondered at then that 
Mr. Dening (sic) should be as wnpo- 
ular as it was possible to be with the 

thinese authorities, nor is it strange 
that China should wish to be rid of such 
a political intriguer and weathercock as 
Denny. Li Hung Chang is an astute 
man, but above all he is an ardent 
patriot to his country and would spare 
nothing to retain or advance its inte- 
rests, He recognised the man he had 
to deal with and watched him very 
closely. If he has at last ridded the 
country of such an ill-advised man, at 
the same time removing such a foe 
to China, he has done a good thing 
for Corea. We mistake Mr. Denny if 
he would refuse to be bought off for 
$30,000 and would not for that sun 
drop the emancipator’s mautle he has 
assumed. If such a payment has been 
made Denny has turned up trumps and 
played a paying game to the benefit of 
his pocket, but to the damage of his 
character. The King has lost a guide 
who would have led him into the fire 
and he is more than $30,000 better in 
being relieved of such a plausible 
trouble maker.” 

Those who know Mr. Denny 
sonally are not likely to have 
good opinion of him disturbed by such 
a vulgar attack as this ; an attack which 
really recoils with most severity on 
the astute man and ardent patriot, Li 
Hung-chang, who first recommended 
Mr. Denny to the King. For it is of 
importance to recall the circumstances 
under which Mr. Denny entered the 
service of Corea. The foreign adviser 
first attached to the Corean Foreign 
Office having made several grave mis- 
takes to which it is not necessary now 
to refer more particularly, the Viceroy 
of Chihli was asked to recommend a 
successor. He had known Mr. Denny 
intimately when the latter was US. 
Consul at 'Tientsin, had recognised his 
intelligence and his integrity, and had 
received more than one valuable service 
at his hands, and he therefore offered 
him the post. Before accepting it, 
Mr. Deuny had an interview with Li, 
and found that their views as to the 
mutual policy of China and Corea were 
in perfect accord. ‘They agreed that 
for the sake of both countries, the 
policy to be promoted was the perfect 
autonomy internal and external of 
Corea, while she was still to remain 
what she had been for centuries, a 
tributary but not a vassal of China. 
‘Yo say that Mr. Denny was the Chinese 
nominee is an eutire mistake. His duty 
was entirely to the country which 
employed him, while at the same time 
he was a persona grata to China. The 
intrigue and trouble that the Gazette 
deplores have come entirely from the 
Chiuese resident at Seoul. This man, 
Yuan, is unfortunately a personal pro- 
téqé of the Viceroy. He is young, 
bold, uble and unscrupulous, and he 
has considered it his duty to try and 
impose on Corea a vassalage, which, 
as Mr. Denny conclusively shewed 





ir} his enemies the handle with w| 





in his recent pamphlet, Corea is not 
bound either by law or history to 
acknowledge. ‘I'he absurdity of this 
claim, as has been often pointed out, is 
shewn by the fact that China assisted 
Corea to make treaties with foreign 
powers as an independent state ; in fact, 
no foreign power would stoop to make a 
treaty with a vassal state, such as Mr. 
Yuan has constantly tried to make out 
Corea to be. In opposing Yuan on this 
point as he has done, Mr. Denny, so far 
from being a foe to China, has been her 
best friend ; for, if the claim were 
allowed, China would find it a little 
difficult to explain to the treaty powers 
how she came to induce them to un- 
wittingly play leading réfes in such a 
farce as the conclusion of a treaty with 
a vassal power would be. Li Huug- 
chang in his heart recoguises this, 
although he has had to take most of his 
information from Yuan's despatches, in 
which his course is naturally put in the 
most favourable light. It may be asked 
why, under the circumstances, Li has 
not recalled Yuan before. But Yuan 
is his protéré, the son of a personal 
frieud ; Li recommended him to the 
‘Throne for the post, against a number 
of other applicants, and he fears to give 











Yuan's summary recall would provide 
them. 

‘The tension has now-become so acute 
that the Viceroy has adopted the 
edient which the Chinese anthorities 
here were allowed to adopt at the time of 
thethen Mixed Court Magistrate, Hwang's 
insult to Mr. Giles, the British assessor. 
In order that the Chinese here should 
not lose face—Sir Thomas Wade has 
made the expression classical—the Ma- 
gistrate and Mr. Giles were both removed 
from their posts. ‘The same thing, we 
understand, is to be done in Corea. 
Mr. Denny, much to the chagrin of the 
King of Corea, has consented to save 
the Viceroy’s prestige by resigning, if 
Yuan is recalled. It is impossible that 
Yuan should stay where he is, and that 
the Viceroy may be able to put a good 
face on the matter, and not have to 
confess the failure of his protégé, Mr. 
Denny, in the interest of peace, has 
consented to retire simultaneously, but 
the King of Corea,—and he knows it— 
will have some difficulty in finding as 
good a man to succeed him. Corea is 
safe from attack from any western power, 
because all the western powers are 
anxious to conciliate, and extend their 
trade with China, and her gradual de- 
velopment will go on, if China sends a 
reasonable man in Yuan's place. ‘That 
Mr. Denny has ever received, or has 
stipulated to receive, a cent from China 
is, of course, a paltry libel, and his high 
character will not suffer from anything 
he has done or is doing in Corea, or 
from the spiteful insinuations of our 
Yokohama contemporat 


CURRENCY AND PUBLIC WORKS 
IN CHINA. 

Ovn readers will have noticed that some 

of the correspoudents whose reports on 
























the condition of the distressed districts 
we have published, have at times referred 
to the losses incurred in the exchange 
of silver for copper cash. ‘Those who 
distributed relief after the Yellow River 
inundations, some two years ago, had 
similar experiences, and we suppose it 
would be the same anywhere in the 
empire where foreign commerce has not 
increased the working capital of bankers 
and merchants. ‘The rise in the price 
of cash caused by the sale of the few 
thousand taels of sycee that have been 
sent to Shantung and Manchuria this 
year, may have partly arisen from the 
exactions of the money changers, but 
we are inclined to think that it has 
been chiefly brought about by what 
we may call natural causes, Money 
changers are seldom possessed of more 
than a few thousand taels of capital and 
very often they have only a few hun- 
dred. The influx into a district of a 
quantity of sycce which would have no 
effect on the money market of even a 
second or third rate open port, would 
very soon exhaust the urces of all 
the cash bankers in the inland districts. 
We are aware that in some places the 
e bankers have behaved very liber- 
ally in their dealings with the mission- 
aries who have been distributing the 
ief funds, but where capital is very 
limited and business almost at a stand- 
still, from the condition of the country, 
it could not be expected that the most 
generous conduct of bankers would 
have much effect on the market pri 
of copper cash, But the probability 
that the bankers were able to do very 
little to prevent losses in exchange from 
lack of means. Even if they bought 
sycee at prices considerably under those 
ruling in the other provinces, they have 
uot the means of transporting it which 
would enable them to realise a profit, 
and it is evident that the supply of 
cash and the amount of sycee Used in 





























the districts we are referring to, are both 
limited. 


The writer of Chinese Charac- 
phically described the 
state of the currency, if 
we can apply this tenn to the wretched 
cash of the country, aul the troubles 
which await all those who have to ise 
it. We were all more or less acquainted, 
with these evils, whichwe take tobe about 
the most serious which injure China. 
‘The conditions of the cash in use in all 
theprovincesbecomes alnost periodically 
so bad that the Peking Gazette is stul- 








fed. with Memorials and Edicts on the ~ 
subject, from which but little good - 
The truth is, as we have said, 


results. 
before, that there are tuo many people, 
of all’ ranks and degrees, throughout 
the empire, some of whom are enriched 
by and others live upon the badness of 
cash and the inequalities of sycee, for 
auy great improvement in either to be 
attempted by the Government. No 
doubt, sume of the higher officials 





would be glad to see the evils abolished 
and even a coinage introduced, but 
reform in this direction like other 
western improvements must come slow- 
ly. It is a matter of regret that the 
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mint which the Viceroy of Canton pro- 
cured from England for the coinage of 
cash is not to be worked, but if His Ex- 
cellency’s change of plan is owing to the 
advance in the price of copper which took 
place last year and in 1887, we hope that 
the recent decline in the value of the 
metal may induce him to change his 
mind again. 

We suggested some time ago that the 
Viceroys and high officials in the afflicted 
provinces should employ the people in 
road-making, the repair of waterways 
and other public works. If these have 
been- undertaken to any great extent 
they will be of great service to the coun- 
try, but we confess that we are not 
sanguine of anything of consequence 
being done in these things. Yet noth- 
ing would, under the circumstances, be 
of greater service to the country and the 
people, for the latter would be provided 
with somemeansof subsistence whilecom- 
merce and the movement of troops would 
be facilitated. Such improvements could 
not be objected to by the most conserva- 
tive Chinese, for they would be in acco 
dance with old ways and the patrioti 
spirit which is supposed to animate the 
policy of the government. No doubt 
the rulers of China know perfectly well 
that they must meet the criticism of the 
outside world, which their predecessors 
neglected and despised. When,therefore 
the country suffers, as unfortunately it 
has suffered, great distress in recent 
years, and foreigners are appealed to for 
aid, the Government should know that 
the amount of subscriptions from other 
countries will be greatly atfected by the 
manuer in which the officials have dis- 
charged their duties or are discharging 
thew. We noticed not long ago that the 
Apoctator questioned the wisdom of. 
English people subscribing to the Lord 
Mayor's fund and we have no doubt that 
its remarks ou the subject have caused 
at least some people to withhold their 
money. Not ouly Heaven but men help 
those who help themselves ; and ifforeign- 
ers see that the government of Chinadoes 
not take effectual steps to mitigate the 
evils from inundation or drought, much 
ess practical sympathy will be’ shewn 
by them on the next recurrence of such 
disasters. And as a proof of the critical 
attitude of Englishmen to this country, 
to which we have referred, and which 
the government must meet, we mention 
the fact that the news of the outbreak 
at Chinkiang had an immediate and 
considerable effect in diminishing the 
subscriptions to ths Relief Fund. We 
commend to those who have the ear of 
the great officials, if any such foreigner 
there be, the advocacy of useful public 
works and currency reform, 

















FRENCH MAIL PAPERS. 


Tue fall of the Floquet Ministry was one 
of the prominent subjects of the week end- 
ing the 22nd of February, and the English 
papers while expecting to see a Mini: 

affairs appointed to tide over the exhi 
had grave doubts whether it would succeed 
in duing so. The utter lack of coherency 
in the Chamber of Deputies seemed to 
make any settled ministry impossible. All 









sections agree not to agree ; they, says the 
Saturday, “ profess themselves favourable 
to Revision, yet all are ready to combine 
to upset Revision when it takes tangible 
form in a government scheme... . They 
can combine to overthrow ministries, but 
no other form of combination seems possible 
in the present Chamber.” All works 
steadily on in favour of Boulanger, whom 
nobody seems to regard as much better 
than a charlatan, but whom everybody 
yet accepts as inevitable. The Saturday 
‘Review says :— 

It was only to be expected that General 
Boulanger should make capital of M. Flo- 
juet’s fall. He speaks, in his Manifesto to 
the Seine electors, in the name of the “Na- 
tional Republican Party "—a term that may 
be variously interpreted by electors through- 
out the country. He declares that the Minis- 
ty presented) their Revision Bill to_ the 
Chamber while well assured of its rejection 
by the Senate. ‘There is truth in this, with- 
out doubt, though it is a little absurd to 
accuse M.'Floquet of a determination to re- 
tain power, and at the same time to push 
matters to extremities with the certainty of 
defeat. The fall of the istry has natural- 
ly raised the spirits ofthe Boulangits, | Like 
cvery other politician, General Boulanger has 
his own Revision Scheme. He is as ready to 
remake or mar the Constitution of 1875 as 
any other claimant to power. He dubs his 

eme * National,” even as his friends are 

tyled National Republicans. Of oourse 
this only means that he wishes to recruit the 
votes of all and sundry who are disposed to 
upset M. Floquet. But names like promises 
and pretensions, yo far with the electorate 
under universal suffrage. ‘The General's as- 
tuteness is readily discernible in this remark- 
able document. “He has set himself resolute- 
ly to expedite the dissolution of the Chamber 
and France, weary of the exploits of the 
Chamber, may be brought to look upon Ge- 
neral Boulanger as a knightly deliverer of th 
country from monstrous many-headed fac- 
tion. 








































This is, as usual, merely eynical, but the 
Spectator is wore suggestive. Tt conceives 
that dissolution is brought nearer by the 
disappearance of M. Floquet, because the 
earnest Republicans must desire to be in 
power when the elections come off. The 
government of the day has enormous power 
at the elections, both by what it can promise 
the electors and its influence over the local 
officials who direct the elections. It is con- 
fidently asserted too that M. Floquet used 
the secret service money freely aguinst 
General Boulangerin the late Pariselection. 
The Senate is useless as a barrier; it has 
no popularity with the masses, and it is 
filled with rich men of middle age, to whom 
turmoil is abhorrent. The Spectator, be- 
lieving a dissolution’ to be at hand, ‘adds 
some words as to the result, and its remarke 
on the effect uf M. Floquet’s substitution 
of Scrutin Warrondissement for Scrutin de 
liste are to the point : 


This is not the time to speculate on the 
result of the elections ; but we are bound to 
notice one fact. While election by districts 
undoubtedly increases the influence of Govern- 
it does not so increase it that elections 
cease’ to be free. There could hardly be a 
stronger Government than that of Marshal 
MacMahon, or one which fought an election 
Sthat of 1877—more desperately hari. Yet, 
with election by district the law of the land, 
and every Prefect working as an election 
agent, every man of Gambetta's list was placed 
atthe head of the poll. General Boulanger has 
publicly announced, through an interview with 
a journalist of Paris, his intention to issue such 
alist ; and if France wants him and his new 
Constitution, that list will be returned. It is 
the wish of France which is the doubtful point, 
not any wretched detail of the method of 
election and that wish has now to be ascer- 
































tained. The result may be a sate, for the 
peasantry do not realise yet how directly their 
verdict may affect the issues of peace and war ; 
but the Republican idea, that the result may 
be an uncertain one, is, we feel sure, erro- 
neous. The contest has gone too far, and it 
is the historic custom of France during grave 
crises to give distinct replies. 


The St. James's article on the crisis is a 
capital one. It regrets that Frenchmen 
have so lost their sense of humour as to be 
able to contemplate without a smile the for- 
mation of an “Exhibition Cabinet,” to 
carry on business ‘during the Truce of 
God which is to prevail while the Paris 
shopkeepers are reaping the harvest of the 
great Fancy Fair. . . . Considering, too, 
that the whole force of the Boulangists aud 
the Reactionaries will be directed against 
the new Cabinet, it is impossible to an- 
ticipate for that’ shaky fabric a lease of 
life sufficient even for its modest duty of 
getting the budget through and holding 
open the doors of the Exhibition.” ‘Then 
the St. James's mentions one suggestion 
with which it is proposed to check the 
flowing tide of Boulangism, the ouly objec- 
tion to which is that President Carnot seems 
to have nothing of his grandfather but the 
name :— 


‘The only real strength of any Republican 
Minisity which coull be formed pet sow 
would be derived from the fact that it would 
be practically M. Carnot’s Cubinet ; and some 

i us observers think that it might 
; ing M. Carnot’ personality pro- 
minently forward, and to play it against. M. 
Boulanger’s. France us everybody sees no 
is hungering for a Man of Destiny ; the sug. 
gestion is, that perhaps M. Carnot might en- 
act the rile, But there does not appear much 
likelihood that he could, even if he would, do 
anything of the kind, M. Carnot is a very 
honourable, upright, wnd generally respected 
politician ; but, to tell the truth, his virtues 
are chiefly of’ the negative kind. He has 
never done anything to impress the popular 
imagination, or to canse hin to be looked 
upon as a person very greatly superior to the 
ordinary run of parliamentary gentlemen of 
whom the French constituencies are growing 
heartily tired. Nobody has anything to say 
against President Carnot, and by common 
consent he fills his anomalous and peculiar 
post very well ; Lut he is hardly “ big enough” 
to play the part of Suviour of Society and 
Vindicator of French Prestige, even if there 
were any reason to believe that he desires to 
perform the function, On the other hand, 
the General, rightly or wrongly, is supposed, 
by immense numbers of French voters, to be 
the Man of the Hour, and the only Man ; and 
itis difficult to see how there can be anything 
like a seuse of peace and stability in the Re- 
public as long as feeble stopgups are devised 
to stay his course. ‘To English observers, at 
any rate, it seems that the only thing to be 
done is to accept the inevitable and to put the 
claims of the General to the test of universal 
suffrage with us little delay as possible. If 
he gets his chance he may turn out to be a 
Cleon instead of w Cromwell ; and in that case 
go much the better for the Republicans, | But 
if his opportunity comes before the Sth of 















































May it is probable that he might manage to 
form a Government whi id at least. keep 
things quiet during the Exhibition us well. 





a Cabinet which nobody believes in and w! 


nobody respects. 

Truth’s Paris Correspondent shews that 
the constant changes in France, have, like 
everything else evil, their soul of good- 
ness -— 

T often wonder whether it is, after all, an 
evil for French Ministries to be short-lived— 
unless for the Ministers and their wives. Tf 
they were not often overthrown, the number 
of persons to taste the sweets of office would 
be so much less, ‘The constant shuffling of 
the cards and new deals have also the advant- 
age of preventing the formation of a Govern- 
mental caste, which would be the most 
unendurably “Conservative one that ever 
existed, and I doubt not, the most insolent 
and puffed-up. 

The Government kept the secret well as 
to the amount they proposed to spend on 
ship-building ; for very various amounts, 
ranging from £9,000,000 to £100,000,000, 
are confidently given by various well-in- 

















formed writers. But there appears to be a 
much greater scarcity of guns than of ships, 
and the Pall Mull quotes from au article 
by Mr. Burdett in the Universal Review, a 
list of 14 ships which are absolutely useless 
for want of guns. Then the Duke of 
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Cambridge has reported that the guns of 
Gibraltar are obsolete, and we kuow what 
the condition as to guns of the principal 
coaling stations is, The Pall Mall says, 
and it is not saying more than the bare 
truth :— 

This is a pretty state of things to find our- 
selves in, It is an Imperial danger, and a 
great administrative disgrace. Imagine for a 
moment that war broke out to-morrow or next 
week, or, for the matter of that, next year, 
and where should we be? Here in England, 
the very Vulcan among the nations, we have 
not got, and, what is more, under the utmost 
atress of war could not cast, cannon to arm 
our battle ships and defend the gates of our 
ocean highways until after the war was over ! 
What the ordinary man fails to realise is that 
nowadays it takes almost as long to construct 
a big gun as it does to build aship. If the 
order Were given to-morrow for the construc- 
tion of every gun that is required and every 
available furnace and factory in the country 
set a-going night and day, we could not get 
them manufactured in twelve months, No 
modern war in Europe has lasted so long. 

It is on the whole an unusually good 
number of the Pall Mall. The cartoon 
Tepresenting Pigott, es the strong, man 
holding up Walter, Soames and Macdonald 
of the Times is very well drawn, and is 
much better than the sketches illustrating 
The Sily story of Simple Simony which is 
very poor dogyerel. Many of the smaller 
sketches are distinctly good, and its con- 
nected account of the sensational week in 
the Parnell Commission Court is very 
readably compiled, ‘The Russophobes were 
still trying to raise an alarm about Russia's 
intentions on the Afghan frontier, and the 
St. James's gives a useful little map, which 
tends to shew that the real difficulty is the 
desire of both England and Russia to con- 
trol the trade of Persia, ‘There is an 
amusing article in this paper on the re- 
cent O'Brien incident, called * A Christian 
Martyr,” which ends’ with the happy sen- 
tence ; This is the legend of the Martyr- 
dom of the blessed Obriones, for it is 
recorded that he was ever of that. specially 
happy number whose sufferings invariably 
seem to result, in the death of somebody 
else.” The Gladstone evictions at Ha- 
warden have given a capital handle to the 
Unionists, und Mr. Braxton Hicks's letter 
to the Zimes on Infant Insurance had 
caused considerable sensation, The Star 
gives the following rather sympathetic 
account of Dr, Maguire, who is reported to 
have died of apoplexy ufier the Houston- 
Pigott disclosures :— 

Dr. Maguire, one of Mr, Houston’s frien: 
is Professor of Moral Philosophy and Seniot 
Fellow in Trinity College, Dublin, He is a 
Hittle man, ft, rosy, and happy looking. The 
fascination that intrigue has for weak natures 
must account for Professor Maguire's part in 
the Parnell letters, for he is a singularly gentle 
and kindly man.’ His appointment to the 
Profesorship was the occasion of great rejoc- 
ing in Ireland, he being the first Catholic 
elected to such'a post in ‘Trinity College. He 
was then a Liberal, and presumably a Home 
Ruler, He is famous chiefly as the author of 
a ferocious pamphlet on the Parnell move- 
ment ; but people who know Dr. Maguire hiave 
never been able to discover where or how he 
obtained the necessary ferocity. 
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CHEFOO. 


(rRoxt OUR OWN CORRESPONDEST.) 

‘The German Vice-Consulate at Chefoo, 
the charge of which was recently vacated, 
has been transferred for the present to the 
care of Mr, H. B. Bristow, Her Britannic 
Majesty's Consul at the above port. 

28th March. 








(rrow oR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 
On the night of the 24th there was a 
great fire at Ichang, between G00 and 700 








houses beiug burnt. It was magnificent to 
see the blaze from the sands, over a quarter 
of a mile of houses outside the City Wall 
all on fire at unce, the opposite hills across 
the river lit up by the reflection. ‘The 
families inhabiting the houses were huddled 
about on the sands, each family with its 
belongings, its tables and chairs and mats, 
Crowds of junkmen with their pig-tails tied 
up and white handkerchiefs knotted round 
their heads stood and surveyed the scene. 
Not a hand was moved to arrest the con- 
flagration, We saw one man carrying two 
buckets vf water, but they may have been 
to drink, or for any other purpose. One 
man was sprinkling water on his own mat- 
covered shed. Otherwise not a house was 
pulled down to arrest the fire, not a drop 
of water poured. And there rolled the 
great Yangtze, and between it and the fire 
stood the crowd of men. ‘It is not to be 
resisted,” said all those we spoke to. It is 
easy to realise now how a Chinese city is 
captured in times of rebellion. Two deter- 
mined rebels—like the two now traditional 
Uhlans—might ride in, and it would be 
no-one’s business to resist them. At last 
the fire met a brick wall, and it stopped, 
close to a timber yard, from which not one 
log of timber had been removed. 

"Tnside the city far moro damage was 
done than where we sw the grand blaze, 
for the houses there are more considerable. 
And there some steps were taken, a pump 
was produced, but the hose was so full of 
holes it could not convey even half its 
water to its destination. The fire is 
said to have begun in an opium den out- 
side the city, east of the South gate. It 
caught the adjacent houses, Then a spark 
Dlew across—there was a tearing wind— 
and caught the mat-covored houses built on 
stilts outside the city wall, and between 
the South gate, and the little South gate, 
and burnt them all. This spark passed 
over an angle of the city. But afterwards 
some other spark fell within the city wall 
in this same angle, and lighted up first a 
carpenter's shop, and then the adjacent 
houses. There were thus three distinct 
tires burning at once, two outside the city 
wall, and one inside ; the result being 
that’ besides comparatively well off people, 
whose losses have probably been more 
serious, there are about three hundred 
families left destitute for whom at once 
about 1,300 cash apiece has been raised by 
private subscription, 

‘The next day it was a strange sight to 
visit the still smoking ruins. In the first 
house we saw there were great jars—like 
those of Ali Baba’s forty thieves, only 
with smaller necks—all full of eggs, eggs, 
nothing but eggs, all in a more or less 
advanced state of decomposition. The 
people seemed very quiet. Everybody was 
walking about and looking. “But none 
seemed to make a comment. On the night 
of the fire the dogs’ remarks were very 
audible. All the dogs and horses and 
mules, fortunately very few of the two 
latter, were careering about on the sands, 
and just as ready of resource to help as 
the human beings near. ‘The sound of the 
falling timbers, and the cracking of the 
wood were very impressive there, and 
the Chinese roused out of their usual 
stolidity were all eager and ready to talk. 
‘The dullness of their lives seems to make 
them welcome every distraction—cards— 
opium--or even a fire. There were a few 
people hysterically wailing, but most of the 
onluokers wore an air of pleased excite- 
ment, aud laughed, and were eager to con- 
verse. Next day they looked depressed. 

But what a strange people they are; land- 
ing at a village a little way down river we 
found quite a little crowd of women and 
boys with one or two men, all looking in 
the sauds for something. "Was it gold? 
No. When we saw what it was, we could 
not realise its nature, till we were told. It 
was little bits of wood, none probably so 
long as one’s finger, and nearly altered in 
character by the influence of water, which 























they were’ searching for—for firewood ! 
They had got great baskets full of these 
tiny chips. And it is such a regularly 
established industry, that they had a long 
iron pricker with which they bored into 
the sand to feel if it knocked against any- 
thing hard before beginning to dig. ‘The 
mountairis here might be all covered with 
trees, but for the young trees being all 
persistently rooted up. At last some news 
of the gallant Frenchman, marching on his 
lonely way to Chungking! We were all 
getting quite anxious about him, for he left 
us with no knowledge of Chinese, and four 
coolies who knew no other language, a 
red fez, already matter of notoriety’ in 
the district, and one tin of preserved ham. 
What would he do with that last, we 
speculated? Eat it first thing, and so get 
rid of it! Or keep it till the pavilions of 
Chungking came in sight, and so fall un- 
appreciative on the fresh bread, and baked 
meats of that city? Whether he has still 
got it with him we do not know, but he 
has at last beon heard of as passing 
through a town on the way. He is not 
displaying the banner of France like thot 
American, who marched through England 
with the Stars and Stripes, but he carries 
a butterfly net, wh'sh to the Chinese mind 














must be far mor. -svsterious. But the 
Chinese always t .- how to deal with 
strange apparition The report here. 


amongst the people .s that the Kuling will 
never be allowed to proceed beyond Ichang, 
and that the Szechuan delegates have como 
down with instructions not to draw up river 
regulations, but simply to stop her. Not- 
withstanding which the people of Kueichow 
Fu are said to have made their preparations, 
They have got alot of old junks now per, 
fectly useless, but originally built of good 
wood, and these they intend to load ap: 
parently with salt, but really with sand all 
covered over with salt. Then they mean to 
Iaunch these boats against the Kuling, 
should she ever come in sight, and not only 
sink her, but their own junks also, for 
‘which the owners of the Kuling will have 
to pay, as well as for the supposed salt , 
cargoes, The expedient is ingenious. It 
may be remembered that at Naples so many 
lazzaroni_ threw themselves under the 
wheels of carriages in order to claim the 
compensation at one time accorded for car- 
riage accidents, that a law had to be made 
—a law still in force in Naples—that any- 
one driven over by a carriage has to pay 
compensation to the owner of the carriage, 
This is, however, but one of the many 
rumours afloat in ichang. 

Mr, Gregory our Consul after four years’ 
stay is leaving Ichang, and we hear that 
Mr. E. H. Frazer now at Kiukiang, is 
appointed in his place. The Chinese will 
lose a good friend in Mr. Gregory. 

26th March. 


























NEWCHWANG. 
tgp 
(FROM OCR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 

It has always been difficult to prognosti- 
cate when the ice will break up, and this 
season has not proved an exception to the 


rale, The month of March came in like a 
lamb, and the weather was so genial for a 
week, that it led all to hope steamers would 
be able to come much earlier than usual, 
but suddenly the wind turned from South 
to North, and for several days we had a 
strong gale, the Thermr. (Fahr.) from 
being 55° Max. on 7th inst., going down 
to13° on 9th and 11°, =21 degrees of frost, on 
10th, since when the winter appears to have * 
recommenced, foralthough we are havin 
breeze from ‘the South to-day, the sky 
looks like snow or a return to N.E. wind. 
Natives are still crossing on the ice, and 
unless the full moon, about St. Patrick's day, 
brings a high tide, there is no knowing how 
much longer the river will remain frozen. 


15th March. 
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The ice on the river commenced to break 
up on the 18th, and the steamers Woosung, 
Meifoo and Neichiaug arrived on 23rd, 
followed by the Toouznand Choysang on 24th. 
Tt has been slow work on account of the 
ice floating about, and the steamers which 
we hear are at the Bar waiting for pilots or 
water will not lose much valuable time. 

Rice is eoming up in some quantity and 
no doubt will pay importers, as all grains 
are very dear, and unfortunately famine 
accounts are just as strong as before. Ih 
fret unless there be some scheme of perma- 
nent relief, either by enabling the people 
to sow their ground for next harvest, or by 
emigration or by the construction of rail- 
k, ete, the same 
i continue, and as 
the season advances famine fever’ will set 
in, ‘There seems no end to the trouble. 


26th March. 














Mr, and Mrs. Russell gave their last “at 
home” yesterday in the shape of a * Bul 
Costumé.” Ihave not said anything before 
of the weekly ‘tat homes” because they 
were no doubt private entertainnients, but 
T may just say cu passant that they in 
‘a large measure helped us over what can 
easily be imagined might otherwise be a 
Areary winter. These ‘weekly delights cul- 
minated in what is universally admitted to 
have been “the evening ” of the season. 
The guests by the cere with which the 
dresses were selected undoubtedly added to 
the success, but the ‘*happy thought” is 
due to Mr. and Mrs. Russell, and T cannot 
do justice to the splendid and hospitable 
mauner in which it was carried out. From 
the dark, cold atmosphere one was sudden- 
ly transported into a palace of light and 
gaiety, where Britannia, Charles 11, Crom- 
well, ‘troubadours, matadors, ludies of 
the 17th Century, french cooks and Red 
Croas nurses, Swedish bridegrooms, Italian 
Countosses, Dr. Johnson (of Fleet Street) 
German peasant girls, Zouaves, barristers, 
clowns, Fol ings and many other re~ 
presentatives of ancient and modern days 
seemed to vie with each other as to who 
should be happiest or most grave and 
nitied. It was indeed a pleasant evening, 
which was fally proved by the fact that all 
were astonished when the small hours in 
the morning advised us the time for sepa- 
ration had come. 


15th March, 
































A very pretty and Interesting ceremony 
took Eee at our Assembly Rooms last 
‘Thursday. This was the last dancing lesson 
‘of the season, when a party was given by 
tho teachers to the pupils, of whom there 
are some two dozen or more, of all young 

. The whole community was invited, 
and the children were all in fancy dress. 
"Phe scene was simply delicious, and when 
the ceremony referred to occurred, it was 
good for one to study the countenances of 
‘old and young, the faces of all denoting 
the most perfect happiness, Well, then, 
the pupils presented the ladies who had 
been good enough to give the dancing 
lessons for the last two years, with an 
address, most benutifully. engrossed on 
cardboard and one must add very well read 
by Master A. Kindblad, one of the aptest 
and most gentlemanly of the young pupil: 
‘Tho writing also was. by him and was ex- 
ceedingly well done. The address was ac- 
companied by a tea and coffee servi 
which just at the right moment, and with 
the mést perfect sangfroid, was taken from 
the table where it had been deposited, by 
‘Miss Daphne Russell, a very young lady 
much loved by everyone, and presented 
witha very bewitching smile anda perfectly 
graceful nianner which made the acceptance 
all the more pleasant. Young Mr. Benedict 
Carlos also assisted very nicely in the 
presentation. It was really a fit ending to 
‘a most satisfactory senson—both forteachers 
and pupils—the relationship between whom, 




















founded as it is on such a substantial rock 
of mutual love.and respect, is not likely 
ever to be forgotten. 

27th March. 





FOOCHOW. 

We take the following notes from the 
Foochow Echo of the 23rd instant :—It is 
‘a noteworthy fact that in parcelling out the 
Juaves and fishes of the administration, in 
honour of the Imperial wedding, the present 
Viceroy of this province was completely 
left in the cold, and forms the only excep- 
tion, and a very striking one too, where no 
honour has been conferred.—As notified in 
our last issue, the new Tartar General, 
Hsi-Yuan, had arrived and has since as- 
sumed the duties of his office. We under- 
stand that the newly arrived official holds 
the honorary rank of Marquis, and is the 
ton of the High Conmissioner Kweiliang, 
who negotiated the English, French and 
American Treaties—On Sunday last at 
about 8 p.m. fire was manifested in the 
neighbourhood of the West Gate, within 
the City walls. It was immediately notic- 
ed in the foreign settlement, but not so 
Uistinetly, as to be able to locate, with any 
degree of accuracy, the scene of the con- 
flageation ; sv much so that fears were at 
one time entertained for the safety of the 
missionaries, believing the fire to be some- 
where near the Stone Pagoda, As it 
always happens in this benighted land, the 
fire was allowed to burn itself out, not 
however before enveloping in its, dames 
more than a couple of hundred houses, 
The vicinity of the South Gate is a locality 
where all the officials out of harness are 
wont to fix their residence for the time 
being, and they have, we are told, suffer- 
ed mostly by the fire fiend. An expectant 
Magistrate has, it is said, been relieved of 
his better-balf and two offeprings, but how 
the calamity happened we did not succeed 
in finding out, and hope the trio will turn 
up soon to the delight of their lord and 
master. 





























ABSTRACT OF PEKING GAZEITE. 





FIRE BRIGADE FOR THE PALACE. 

March 11th.—Prince Li reports that he 
is taking steps in compliance with Imperial 
instructions to organise a Fire Brigade for 
service in the Palace. It seems that such 
an institution formerly existed, but that 
the drill of the men has been’ neglected 
and the apparatus allowed to go out of 
working order. A set of regulations in 
eight clauses has now been drawn up by 
the Members of the Cabinet and the Gene- 
ral of the Gendarmerie, the object of which 
is to restore the Brigade to an effective 
condition by increasing the strength of the 
corps and by providing a supply of suitable 
apparati 

STRANGE BEHAVIOUR OF AN OFFICER 

OF THE LIFE GUARDS. 

A Censor reports that when sitting at 
home one day last month, an officer of the 
Life Guards of the name of Li K‘ai-yang 
asked to see him, and walked straight into 
is drawing-room before he had time to 
withdraw. He knelt down, and pointing 
to some wounds on his person, sued for 
redress, but when questioned ‘as to his 
assailants, was unable to give any account 
of them. A woman, however, whose re- 
putation was not above suspicion, subse- 
quently appeared upon the scene and 
charged the man with having created a 
disturbance in her house. The woman was 
placed under the surveillance of an official 
female guardian, and her house was closed 
up. The officer turned up another day in 
Plain dress in the Censor’s Court, and when 
ordered to state his grievances, if he had 
any, upon his knees, he became refractory 























and regardless of the decorum proper to 
the place. The Censor suspects that the 
maltreatment which the man received was 
brought on by his own rowdy conduct, and 
requests that he should be cashiered as a 
preparation for the full investigation of the 
case. : 

pecrapatios or orf€rats oF BOARD oF 

CIVIL OFFICE. 

March 12th.—Hsi Chén and Hoii-t‘ung, 
the Presidents of the Board of Civil Office, 
and Sung Kuei, Hii Ying-k'uei, Ching: 
shan, and Sun Chia-nai, the Vice Presidents 
of the same department, have all been 
stripped of their rank, But left in their 
posts, on account of the blunder they made 
in determining the punishment to be in- 
flicted upon T'u Jén-shou, the Censor, who 
recently asked the Eniprets to continue 
her tulelage of the young Emperor. 
COMMANDER-IN-CHIFF OF YUNNAN AND HIS 
CONGRATULATORY ADDRESS T0 THE THRONE, 

Féng Tzit-ts‘ai, the Commander-in Chief 
of Yiiuuan, who has been engaged for some 
time past in work of defence on the Tong- 
king frontier, forwarded a congratulatory 
address to the Throne on the occasion of the 
Emperor's assumption of Government, 
‘These addresses should be couched in a 
special phraseology, and Feng Tzit-ts'ai, 
who was formerly an active ‘Taiping rebel, 
fell into the error of adopting an epistolary 
style of writing, which so incensed the 
Empress that she ordered the General, who, 
it seeniis, has committed similar gancheries 
Vefore, to be handed over to the Board for 
the determination of a penalty. 

ACTING APPOINTMENT AS CHIEP JUSTICE OF 
SZECHU. 

March 13th.—Yu Chih-k'ai, the Chief 
Justice of Szechuan, having been transfer- 
red as Lieutenant-Governor to Canton, the 
vacancy is to be temporarily filled by the 
Taotai Huang Yiin-ku, pending the arrival 
in the provinee of Ho-shu, the new incum- 
bent of the post. ‘The acting Chief Justice 
is a metropolitan graduate who served for 
some time in the Board of Pun i 
Peking and has risen by succe: 
to his present rank. 

SETTLEMENT OF AN APPEAL CASE, 

March 14th.—The Governor-General at 
Foochow reports the settlement of a long 
standing dispute, which had been made the 
subject of an appeal to Peking. ‘The appel- 
lant, Lin Kuang-ch'iiing, as well as the 
defendants in the cage, are natives of the 
Fu Ching district, where they have lived 
and known each other for a number of 
years. One morning about ten years ago, 
the appellant's brother, Lin Kuang-téng, 
went out with a relative in a fishing smack, 
and when engaged at his work, a boat 
belonging to one of the defendants named 
Wu ‘Téng-kuan, in passing close by the 
smack, caught the net, dragged it for some 
distance and destroyed it. Lin Kuang- 
téng having made a demand for compensa- 
tion, a brawl ensued in which he was beaten 
to death by the owner of the boat and his 
partner. ‘The only wituess was the above 
mentioned relative, who after informing 
the father of the deceased, took passage on 
board a foreign steamer, went abroad, 
and has not since been heard of. Wu 
‘Téng-kuan, the owner of the boat, made 
his escape and is still at large, while his 
companion died in prison. The father and 
the appellant brought action against a 
number of other men belonging to the same 
clan whom they accused of having been 
implicated in the transaction, and after 
dragging on for neatly ten yetrs, the case 
was at last taken to Peking, whence it was 
sent back to the lower Courts for a final 
investigation. Tt was heard by the Chief 
Justice and Prefect of Foochow, who, 
although the chief offender was not before 
them, decided to bring the case to a final 
settlement, in order to save the accused 
from any further hardship. The men have 
all been found innocent, and though the 
appellant's conduct would, -under other 
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circumstances, render him liable to punish- 
ment, he has been pardoned in considera- 
tion of the fact that he had a real grievance 
in the death of his brother. 

MAN KILLED IN A BRAWL. 

‘The following case has been reported by 
the Governor of Turkestan. Two Moham- 
medans named Ssii-ti-k‘o and Mai-mai-ti 
agreed last year tu rob a man’s house in 
the city of Yarkand. They succeeeded in 
securing plunder to the value of Tls. 20, 
d Ssit-ti-k‘o lodged his share at his com- 
panion’s house. ‘The latter sold it and 
made use of the proceeds, and when Ssi- 
ti-k’o came to claim his share, his right to 
it was denied on the ground that the whole 
was stolen. A scuffle ensued between the 
two men in which Mai-mai-t' recei 
wounds which caused his death a few days 
later. His assailant has been condemned 
to strangulation, and the family of Mai- 
mai-t'i has been ordered to pay a money 
compensation to the original owner of the 
property. 

CHANGE OF TAOTAL AT WUHU. 

The Governor of Anhui reports that 
Shuang-fu, the Taotai at Wuhu, has been 
suffering severely for some months past 
from dysentery, which has lately become so 
bad that he has been obliged to make an 
application for leave to retire to enable him 
to return to Peking and recruit his health. 
‘Ke the ‘Taotai at Wuhu is invested with 
the control of two Custom houses, and is 
constantly called upon to conduct important 
international questions, it is essential that 
the post should be held by an officer of 
experience, and an acting Taotai named 
Sun Chén-ch‘iian, who has twice been in 
charge before, has been appointed to fill 
“ancy pending the arrival of the ne' 
‘Taotai, who is one of the Secretaries of the 
‘Taung:li Yamén, 

WEFUSAL TO CONFER HONORS ON ACCOUNT 
OF THE EMPEROR'S MAKRIAGE. 

March 16th.—The Imperial Board of 
‘Astronomy and the department which su- 

intends the parks and hunting grounds 
Bevin submitted recommendations on be- 
half of several of their members for services 
alleged to have been rendered in connec- 
tion with the Imperial Marriage, the appli- 
cation has been refused on the ground that 
the event imposed no duties of importance 
on either department. 

POSTHUMOUS HONOURS TO A DECEASED 
GENERAL. 

The Governor of Kueichow submits an 
application for permission to erect a 
memorial Temple in the departmental town 
of Ku-chow to General Chang Wén-té, to 
whose services the district is indebted for 
preservation from destruction during the 

ping rebellion, ‘The building has already 























Tai 
been erected, but ns the subscribers were 
unaware that an application to the Throne 
was necessary, it still bears an unofficial 
character, Permission to erect the Temple 
has been granted, but the accompanying 
request for the bestowal of an honorary 
title has been refused. 

ALLUVIAL LANDS NEAR CANTON TAKEN 

GOVERNESS. 

March 16th.--Some time ago a Provincial 
Graduate and Board Secretary, named 
Wang Pao-chén, was cashiered at the 
request of the Cantun authorities. The 
offence with which he was charged was that 
of aiding and protecting a number of per- 
sons of the Wang clan at Tung-huan Hsien 
who had taken possession of some alluvial 
land belonging to the Government, and 
refused either to surrender it or to make 
any payment for the time during which 
they had occupied it in the past. ‘The land 
in question was ‘a large tract, being a8 much 
as three thousand mu in extent. ‘The Vice- 
roy now reports that it has been relinquished 
dy its irregular occupants and has been 
transferred to other parties who have pur: 
chased the right to lease it. Also the 
cashiered ofticer and the other members of 
the clan have paid to the Government a sum 
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| sure in acts of benevolence. 


of Tis. 20,000, which has been assessed as 
a fair equivalent of their profits during the 
time of their unauthorised occupation of the 
land. This money has been credited to the 
Provincial Coast Defence Fund. Finally, 
in accordance with a representation made 
by the local authorities, the Viceroy requests 
that Wang Pao-chén may be restored to his 
former rauk and position, as the case has 
been satisfactorily terminated, and it further 
appears that he had not taken the general 
lead of the members of the clan in their 
opposition to the Government.—Referred 
to the Board of Civil Ofiice. 
TEMPORARY APPOINTMENTS AT CANTO: 
Kao Ch‘ung-chi, Grand Treasurer for the 
Province of Kuangtung, has been made 





-d | Governor of Kuangsi. and Yu Chih-k‘ai has 


been appointed Treasurer in his place. Till 
the lntter can arrive at Canton, by tho 
Viceroy’s recommendation, the Provincial 
Chief Justice, Wang Chib-ch‘un, will act 
as Grand Treasurer, and Wang Ching-hsien, 
Taotai for Kao-chou and Lien-chou, will 
act as Chief Justice. 
CHARITABLE GIFTS FOR HONAX, 

‘The Governor of Honan reports the re- 
ceipt of three liberal donations for the 
benefit of the distressed poor in his pro- 
vince. ‘The first donor is Chao Hung-chii, 
General of the Ts‘ao-chou District in Shan 
tung. He has given a thousand suits of 
wadded olothes, in accordance with the 
wishes of deceased grand-parents, who when 
alive had often exhorted him to take plea- 

‘The second is 
Captain Fan Chin-shou, Commander of the 
arrison at Hsii-chou Fu in Kiangsu, who 
following the wishes of his late parents has 
given a sum ofa thousand taels. ‘Thirdly 
a widow lady named Chou of Ho-fei in 
Anhui has presented five hundred piculs of 
rice, equal in value to twelve hundred taels. 
The Memorialist begs the Ensperor to grant 
permission for the erection of pai-lons in 
honour of the widow Indy and of the grand- 
parents and parents of the other donors. 
—Granted. 

‘TABLET FOR RIVER GODS IX HONAS. 

‘The Governor of Honan represents that 
when in September 1887 the Yellow River 
burst its banks and flowed avray to the south, 
the city of Wei-shih lay in the direct course 
of the torrent, by which it was surround- 
ed on all sides.” The town wall having fallen 
down for some hundreds of feet, subscrip- 
tions were raised, materials bought, and 
strenuous endeavours made to repair the 
damage, Still for six days and nights, as 
the flood increased, the place was in the 
most imminent danger, Suddenly the 
transfigured forms of the River Deities and 
spirits appeared, and the waters at once 
were calmed. ‘The re-inspirited people 
doubled their efforts and succeeded in 
putting the town into a condition of safety. 
Next year the spring and suminer freshets 
both ‘passed by without doing harm. ‘The 
grateful inhabitants have now raised a 
temple ona fair spot within the walls, in 
order that they may there offer worship to 
the deities and lesser spirits, officially 
recognised hy the state. They also pray 
that His Majesty will be pleased to present 
the temple with a commemorative tablet, 
and to allow it to be included among the 
number of those where official worship is 
conducted in Spring and Autumn by the 
local authorities. Decree issued separately. 


SUMS SURSCRIBED BY DISGRACED OFFICIALS. 

The charitable Relief Board in Honan 
has reported to the Governor the receipt 
of Tis. 5,000 presented by one Chou Jui- 
ch‘ing, formerly Director of the Court of 
Sacrificial Worship at Peking. ‘This gentle- 
man represented that happening to pass 
through Honan, he was so much touched 
by the sight of the distress there, that he 
Yastened to sell some landed property to 
th» above value and presented the proceeds 
to the Board. The Governor finds that 
the donor was disgraced some time ago 
for a certain matter, since when he has 


















































beer: allowed to redeem himself from the 
Remasliment inflicted on him. Having now 

splayed such a generous spirit, it is 
suggested that, though he begs no reward 
may be asked for him, he may nevertheless 
be allowed to resume his former rank and 
decorations, 

Similarly ten thousand taels have been 
Peceented by a cashiered Prefect named 

‘seng Yen-ch‘ian, under circumstances 
ad deere to those above, The Governor 
finds that the fault for which the Prefect 
was dismissed was not embezalement or 
any unpardonable offerce. He therefore 
suggests that, in accordance with a precer 
dent quoted, the Prefect’s rank and decuray 
tions may be restored tc him, 

The first request of the Memorialist is 
granted. but the second is referred to the 
Board concerned at Peking. 

EMPRESS'S NEW TITLE. GRATUITY TO 
REARERS. = 

March 18th.—By an Imperial Decree 
gratuity of an ounce of silver is bestowed 
upon eich of the bearers and escort engaged 
‘on the day previous in conveying to the 
Empress Dowager the patent of the honorific 
title accepted by her on the occasion of the 
Eniperor's marrige and assumption of sole 
power. 

REPAIRS AT LMPERIAL TOMBS 

The Governor of Feng-ti‘en reports that 
the floods last summer did rwuch damage to 
the e jwx-dle-frise round the tombs of His 
Majesty's ancestors near Hsing-ching. The 
mausoleum known as the Yiig-hing had 
1,164 chevaux de frise washed away out of 
1,792; and the “Fu Ling lost 872 out of 
1,138. ‘The Memorialist. gives an account 
of the measures taken by him for replacing 
them. 

MINDEHAVIOUR AT A CEREMONY IN THE 

PALACE, 

March 19th-—Tuan-liang, Censor of tho 
Shantung Circuit, reports that on the 
Sth March he was in humble attendance in 
the great hall, where it was his duty to 
Keep watch over the ceremonial arrange- 
mente at the time of His Majesty’s public 
appearance. * When the assembly was dis- 
missed he went out tothe Gate of Heavenly 
Peace, just at the moment when the 
offic of the Board of Ceremonit 
were proclaiming aloud the imperial man. 
dates. At the bridge were collected 
His Majesty's ofticors, civil and military, 
clad in their court robes, kneeling down 
and respectfully listening. But on the 
bridge and to the north of it were a number 
of other officers in their usual dress and 
a hundred or more men in common clothing, 

ting or lying “about and laughing ot 
talking ; while to the north, in front of the 
left wing Waiting Room, were a good many 
gentlemen, some of the second grade an 
wearing decorations, and the others of the 
thitd or fourth grade. ‘They were arrang- 
ing seats and sitting down, regardless either 
of their own behaviour or of that of the 
bystanders whom they allowed to come’and 
go as they pleased. "This relaxation of all 
vigilance in keeping the gates results from 
the guards having been allowed gradually 
to neglect the Decrees which have been 
repeatedly issued by His Majesty in conse- 
quence of comments made by the Censors. 
As the officers on duty fail to be careful of 
their own conduet, it cannot be expected 
that they will keep other people in order. 
In conclusion the Momorialist prays that 
steps be taken to ascertain the names of 
the officers on duty upon the said day, and 
that the Board concerned be ordered to 
determine a penalty to be inflicted upon 
them, in order to warn others against such 
impropriety and remissness in future. In 
what way such conduct should be treated, 
if it ever occurs again, is more than he dare 
take upon himself ‘to suggest. Decree 
issued previously. 

CENSUS OF THE POPULATION IN CHERIANG, 

‘The Governor of Chékiang reports that 
at the end of last year the population of 
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Chékiang, male and female, young and old, 
amounted to 11,720,391 ‘Souls. ‘These 
figures were taken from the returns collect- 
ed in the course of the registration of the 
inhabitants of each district for police pur- 
poses (pao chia). 

NEW BARRACKS AT CANTON, 

‘The high authorities at Canton repre- 
sent that when repairs are required for 
the buildings belonging to the Tartar 
Garrison at Canton, it is the custom to 
advance the necessiry money from the 
public funds, and recover it gradually 
within a limit of eight years from the 
ay of the officers and nen, ‘This was 
lone in the years 1846, 1848 and 1862 
as well as on previous occasions. Since 
then the buildings have gradually suffered 
from the effects of age and weather, and 
more especially from the heavy winds and 
rain last spring and summer. Not only 
have these repaired on the carlier dates 
become uninhabitable, but many of the 
others have fallen dowm, Unless they be put 
tu vights as svon as possible, greater damage 
will evsne and greater expenditure be neces- 
sary. There are ninety-three public offices 
or residences to be repaired, consisting of 
2,344 rooms, for which the estimated cost 
will be Tis. 14,320, This sum will be ad- 
vanced from the garrison chest and repaid 
in eight years from the pay of the officers. 
‘Phe barrack rooms are 9,300, which at the 
regulation estimate of Tis. 8’ will come to 
Tis, 74,800, Tt was proposed to borrow 
this from the Provincial ‘Treasury ; but the 
Treasury authorities say that they really 
have not se large a sum at liberty. Tt is 
therefore arranged that an advance of 
‘ls, 40,000 shall be made immediately, in 
order that advantage may be taken of the 
fine weather at the present season, and 
the most abslutely necessary repairs be 
executed. Next year the matter will be 

































taken into consideration again. The advance 
will be a charge upon the pay of the 
soldiers and spread over eight years— 
Approved. 





MUNICIPAL COUNCIL. 

At the Meeting of the Council held in 
the Board Room, No. 23, Kinngse Road, 
Shanghai, on ‘Tuesday, the 26th March, 
1889, at 4 o’click p.m, 

Present :—Messrs, J. Macgregor (Chair- 
man), M. Adler, Yeend Duer, H. H. Joseph, 
J.B. Judah, E. H. Lavers, W. McDonald, 
C. Overbeck, E. Wheeley and the Secreta 

The Minvies of the last meeting are read, 
confirmed, signed by the Chairman and 
passed for publication. 

Cush Statement for the past week is sub- 
mitted, and cheques for sundry accounts 
are signed. 

Dafining the Northern Boundary of Houg- 
Koo Report by the Surveyor is submitted 
stating that on the 22nd instant he met the 
Chinese Officials at the U.S. Consulate: 
General and after examining the plan of 
Hongkew they went and inspected part of 
the Seward Boundary line and it was then 
arranged that four bamboo towers are to 
de erected, one opposite to the Defence 
Creek, one at the Butts and two between 
the Butts and the Yangtsze-poo Creek and 
to have the line between them marked out 
with flags, and after that is done the whole 
line will be inspected. 

Lock Hospital.—Minute by the Watch 
Committee is read recommending that steps 
should be taken to make the Lock Hospital 
more efficient and asking the Council to 
authorise them to have the spare room at 
the Hospital supplied with a few beds and 
fitted up fur the reception of women who 
are under medical treatment. 

‘They recommend that efforts should be 
made to induce the wonten to remain in 
the Hospital until they are pronounced to 
be cured, and whilst they remain there that 
they should be provided with board and 























lodging free of charge, that no restraint of 
any kind should be put on them, that their 
friends should be allowed to visit them and 
that a Cantonese woman should be engaged 
as a Matron to superintend the place, which 
could be kept at a small cost. 

Decided to agree to the proposed arrange- 
ments being carried out. 

Muni eyor.—Letter from Sir J. 
Bruulees is read informing the Council that 
after going carefully through 130 applica- 
tions received by him for the appointment 
if Municipal Surveyor, he had selected as 
the most suitable, Messrs. Chas. Mayne, 
W. A. Davies and T. R. Dickinson, any one 
of whom he considers well qualified for the 

ost. 

Pee names of eleven other candidates are 
also submitted and after some discussion 
about appointing one of the local applicants 
it is decided to refer the whole to the Works 
Committee and they will report to the 
Council at a Special Meeting to be held 
to-morrow, at 3.45 p.m. which candidate 
they reconimend for the post. 

min of 1882.—Deeided to advertise that 
200 Debentures for Tls. 20,000 being the 
Dalance of the Loan of 1882, will be paid 
off on the 30th June. 

‘The Meeting then adjourned. 


Cattle in Native Daivies.—The following 
report is ordered to be published with the 
foregoing Minutes :— 


Rerens or Asian Kire 





























Hemarles, 








All the animals kept at the abore meutioned dairies 
have beou inspected three times during the past wees, 
‘They all appear Pealthy and free from disease. 
‘Gronce Caxznos, 
“Aasictont laspector, 





‘Submitted, J.B. 


+ 8 Buffaloes 1 Buifalo calfaud 1 Native calf sent to 
Pootng. 

Pi Bhi aud 2. calves to country, 1 N. calf born, 
1 B.cow dent 





{ Buffalo and 1 N, cow eent to Pootang (ary). 








Municipal Surveyor. —At the Special 
Meeting held on the 27th March, the 
Minute by the Works Committee is’ sub- 
mitted and approved of, and after a short 
discussion itis decided to give the appoint- 
tent of Municipal Surveyor to Me. Charles 
Mayne, Assistant Engineer and Surveyor, 
Hornsey Local Board, and to telegraph to 
Sir J. Brunlees to arrange for his coming 
‘out at once. 

It is also decidled to allow Mr. Clark to 
leave at the termination of his agreement 
say on the 30th April, and that Mr. A. 
Dallas should take over the duties of the 
Office as Acting Surveyor pending the 
arsival of Mr. Clark’s successor 

Mr, Mayne leaves on the 17th May, vid 
Brindisi, and may be expected to arrive 
here about the end of June, 














SHANGHAI CRICKEY CLUB. 


The annual general meeting of the mem- 
bers of the S.C.C. was held on Thursday 
evening (28th) at the Shanghai Club, Mr. 
Arthur Anderson (President) in the chair, 
‘There was a large attendance, over forty 
members being present. 

‘The minutes of the previous meeting 
having been signed, 

‘The CuarMas said that the Report had 
been in members’ hands a shorter time than. 
usual before the annual meeting, for which 
the committee was very sorry, but it was 
due to unavoidable circumstances. He 
then proceeded to correct some typographi- 
cal errors which had crept into the report. 
Under the head of Entertainment it was 
stated that the excess in the expenditure 
over last year was Tls. 163,66, which should 
be Tis, 143.56. And again it appeared 
that there were 26 new members, the 
entrance fees from whom amounted to 
Tis, 260, whereas it should be 24 new 
members, and Tis, 240 entrance fet 
the figure 4 in each case being mis- 
taken for a 6, He thought the Report 
might be taken as on the whole a very 
satisfactory one, though objection had been 
taken tothe unusually heavy expenditure for 
entertainment, and if any member desired 
further information he (the chairman) would 
be gid to answer any questions, 

Mr. Purvox, jr., asked had anything 
been received under the Entertainment 
account in which the only item he saw was. 











Tis. 384.87 which he supposed was a debit 
balance. 

‘The Cnarewas said he was sorry that in 
copying this out from the cash book an 





item of Tls. 32 collected for tiffins by the 
Hotel des Colonies had been overlooked. 

Mr. Porvox, Mr. S. Warker and Mr, 
B. Rovexrsox had one or two other qu 
tions to ask in reference to the Entertain- 
ment accounts 

The CxarMax in reply pointed out that 
there were Tis. 109 for the Band as inst 
nil the previous year, when the Band was 
supplied for nothing. There was one tiftin 
which was not eaten and which could not 
therefore he collected for, though it had 
to be paid for by the Club. ‘The balance 
was made up for tea and eake. So long as 
entertainment was provided on a large scale 
the account would creep up and the ques- 
tion was one which he intended to put 
before the members. 

‘Mr. Macray—May I ask why the Band 
was paid for last year? 

‘The Cuarrwas—Simply because we could 
not get it without paying (laughter). I 
may mention that when I had the honour 
to be secretary I pointed out to the Band 
Committee, that. as we threw open the 
ground to the public and the place was a 

yublic resort the Band ought to be heard 
for nothing. 

Mr. Brvce Ronerrsox thought that the 
Committee should request the Municipal 
Council to let them have the Band simply 
for its expenses. 

Mr. Wank mentioned that this hud been 
done without any satisfactory result, 
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Mr. A. Ross said that with regard to the 
Entertainment Account it had been over- 
looked that they had received a very large 
amount from Honorary Members, and that 
the latter would naturally expect some- 
thing for their subscriptions. 

‘The Cuammay thought Mr. Ross's re- 
marks were very much to the point, and he 
Delieved that ‘the large increase’ in the 
expenditure showed the cricket ground 
was more a popular resort with the members 
and their friends. He hoped, however, 
that the members would now express their 
views very fully so that the incoming com- 
mittee could frame their course in accord- 
ance with the wishes of the members, 
whose wishes the committee would do 
their best to carry out. Personally he was 
opposed to the large expenditure on this 
account, and he would rather see the Club 
carried on with less, But this was a mat- 
ter altogether for the members to consider, 
and to say whether it should be continued 
this year, or whether the expenditure under 
this head should be cut down, which he 
thought it was very desirable to do. 

Mr. B. Rovertsox thought that some 
good might be done by an oficial letter to 
the Municipal Council offering to pay the 
‘riesha hire of the Band, and pointing out 
that the Band was not paid for in previous 
years, and that the Cricket Club was not a 
very tich institution. 

The Cuairxax observed that all these 
arguments had been very fully pointed out 
tw the Council before, and the Club offered 
to pay for a special ‘advertisement in the 
papers saying that the ground would be 
thrown open to the public when the Band 
played. 

‘Mr. Rooextsox said it was only a sug- 
yestion on his part, but he thought it might 

jo sume good. 

‘The CuamMaN next referred to the in- 
crease in expenditure on account of Lawn 
Tennis, and questioned whether it was 
worth the money, for the amount of enjey- 
ment it atiorded’ to the members of the 
Club. ‘The increase was pretty much ac- 
counted for by the increased cost of gear. 
‘Thore was on the other hand less paid for 
buys’ wages. It had been suggested by 
Mr. Wade that there was nut such a de- 
mand for lawn tennis as warranted this 
increase. 

Mr. F. Axpersox thought the amount 
paid for cricket goar was also very large, 

Mr. Comixs speaking as a member who 
did not play much cricket, except amongst 
the ‘Feebles and Duffers” or such-like 
matches, said he paid his Tis. 16, he did 
not know exactly for what (laughter), and 
thought it would be very hard upon many of 
the members who did not play much er 
if the tennis were curtailed in any wa 

‘The Cuamaay repudiated any intention 
to suggest that the enjoyment of the mem- 
ders should be curtailed in any way. If 
sume of them did not play cricket they 
should certainly have tennis provided. 

Mr. B. Rosentsox sugyested that the 
members should be more considerate in 
using first-class bats for practice, and 
thought that more might have private bats 
for this purpose 

‘The Citainas was of opinion that the 
subscription of Tis. 16 ought to cover 
cricket requisites for the members, and if 
the expenses were to be reduced he would 
rather see sumething taken off the Enter- 
taiment account, than off the cricket re- 
quisites. If no ‘one else had anything to 
say be would propose “That the Report 
and accounts as presented tu the meeting 
ee 

ir. CakLEs seconded the motion which 
was carried unanimously. 

"The next business was the election of a 
President and committee for the ensuing 
season. 

‘Mr. H. R. Heaxy referred in terms of 
regret to the absence of Mr. Wade’s name 
from the list uf gentlemen who were willing 
to serve. 



























































Mr. Wape in reply thanked Mr. Hearn, 
and said that though no one was’ more 
passionately fond of the game, or took a 
greater interest than he did, he was very 
sorry that pressure of business this year 
would preclude him from again acting as 
Hon. Secretary or on the committee (cries 
of no, no). He oped however that they 
would get a good man to fill the pust. 
reiterated his inability to serve. 

‘The Cuarewax on behalf of the Club in 
afew eloquent words returned thanks to 
Mr. Wade for his invaluable services to the 
club and expressed their regrets ut losing 
him from the committee. 

Endeavours were then made by theChair- 
man and others to find someone who would 
act as Secretary, and after about a half of 
the members had been vainly canvassed, the 
Chairman said they would have to ‘first 
elect a cuinmittee and the committee should 
then elect a Secretary from their number, 
who if he was unwilling to serve should 
resign when someone else was found willing 
to fulfil the duties of Secretary. He then 
announced amidst dissentient cries that he 
himself would be unable to act on the com- 
mittee again owing to want of the time 
which he felt should be devoted to the work. 

But after a little persuasion from several 
of the members the Chairman allowed his 
name to be put up and on the motion of 
Mr. F, Anderson, seconded by Mr. Hearn, 
nously re: 
él » the result being received 
with loud applause. 

After some further discussion the follow- 
ing gentlemen were elected to serve as 
the committee for the ensuing year 
Messrs. C. A. Black, F. Anderson, W. R. 
Carles, A. P. Wood, H. A. J. Macray and 
F. St. Croix 

‘A long discussion was raised by Mr. 
Bruce Robertson on the question of the 
Club ground being placed at, the disposal 
of the Foot-ball Club some of whom were 
only honorary members of the Cricket Club 
and debarred from playing cricket while the 
were allowed to play fuot-ball on the Clu 
ground. lly Mr. Rowerrsox proposed 
“That the Committee he authorised to per- 
mit foot-ball on the ericket ground during 
the winter mouths, the weather and th 
condition of the ground permitting, so long 
vs the funds of the Club are not encroached 
upon, and that honorary members be allow- 
ed to use the ground for that purpose.” 

Mr. J. Oxwas seconded, 

Mr. Wave aud Mr. Pxonst opposed the 
motion and the latter moved an amend- 
ment negativing Mr. Robertson's resolution. 

‘The Amendment was put and lost by 8 
for to 22 against, Mr. Robertson's motion 
being carried by a similar majority. 

‘On the motion of Mr. Wane, seconded 
by Mr. Suewas, it was resolved’ that Rule 
4 be expungud and the following rule sub- 
stituted :—"*That the annual general meet- 
ing of the Club be held in November of 

for the reception of the Report 
and passing the Accounts, and that a second 
mocting be held in the following March for 
the election of ottice-bearers and the trans- 
action of such other business as may be 
brought forward.” 

Hearty votes of thanks to the Chairman 
and Mr, Wade having been accorded by 
acclamation, the meeting adjourned. 
























































THE CHINA MERCHANTS’ STEAM 
NAVIGATION COMPANY. 


Cag ce 


REPORT. 
The Report of the China Merchants’ 
Steam Navigation Company for the 15th 
year, or the XIVth year of Kwang Si 
corresponding nearly to 1888, has appeared. 
The Profit and Loss Account shows a gross 
balance of Tis. 649,765, which after de- 
ducting for depreciation’ on steamers and 
godowns a sum of Tis. 298,741, and for 


He | 








dividend to sharehulders Tis. 80,000, leaves 
anet balance of Tls. 271,014. ‘This added 
to the net balance for the previous year, 
viz., Tis. 326,578, leaves a total net balance 
of Tis. 597,392.’ The Viceroy Li Hung- 
chang has sanctioned a bonus of ten per 
cent. for the last three years to the Directors 
and staff; this bonus for the year under 
review amounts to Tis. 27,101, being one 
tenth of the net profits for that year ; and 
for the preceding two years it amounts to 
Tis, 32,607, of which only Tis. 15,469 re- 
mained to be now paid, ‘The total paid to 
Directors and staff being thus Tls. 42,570, 
the balance carried forward to credit of next 
year’s account is Tls. 555,021. 

‘Two new steamers have been added to 
the fleet, the Sin-sheng, at a cost of over 
Tis. 90,000nd the Sin-yii, the latter having. 
not yet arrived. 

The Company’ still owes to the Chinese 
Government Tls. 793,716, and to foreigners 
Tis. 511,393, 

Expenses for new godowns, ete. ab 
Shanghai, Tientsin, Ningpo, and ‘Wenchow, 
new iron boats at Nanking, and repairs 
(new boilers) to the Fungshn, Kiungteen, 
and Kiangt'wuy, have involved au expendi= 
ture of over Tls. 238,000, Over Tis, 208,000 
have been written off for depreciation in 
value of steamers, etc., and although over 
Tis, 18,000 was recovered for insurance at 
Foochow, the dividend to shareholders is 
only Tls.'80,000. The actual value of the 
c pecty in steamers, godowns, 
at Tis, 3,870,000, the proe 
perty having depreciated, it is estimated, 

sinee the 11th year of Kwang Sit 
£Tls, 480,000, ‘The accoun 





















































-ch'i property are now in 
order, but there are still dificulties in 
obtaining a clear statement as regards the 

ut 


yam property and the Corean Ioan ; 
is hoped that these will soon be ove 
come. ry etfort will be made by the 
present management to conduct the busi- 
hess of the Company with the strictest 
i ition of the confidence 
the High Authorities have reposed in them 
as displayed by their retention in their 
present position, in spite of the auggestion 
they made that on the expiry of their three 
years of otlice, other Directors should be 
appointed in their stead. 
‘The following is a rough translation of 
the Balance Sheet :-— 































Tis. 
ASSETS. 

Value of Co.'s Steamers (: 

Vessels) . ++-2,090,000,000 

Value of Co.'s Godowns (at 

17 ports). 1,650,000.000 


Value of Co.'s 
o-boats, ree 
Hue of Co.'s Geara 
lags, 
Sundi 
(old) *. 





ships 100,000,000 
Rive- 


a 


counts receivable 








30,000. 000 













Sundry Accounts rece 

(new) ie 182,059,002 
Value, new steamers coming 

out shortly 24,047,510 
Mortgages or othe 106,192,800 


Interest due on deposit 
count 





234,366,944 
000.004) 


Loan to Corea 
‘Trading Company 
Chinese godown shares 
Old Share account. 
Cash avconnt........ 
Insurance aecount 
Sundry accounts 











LaApILITIES. ig 
Subscribed Capital 2,000,000,000° 
Tst Subsidy from Government. 693,474,357 
ody 100,240.59) 
Insurance 300,000.00 





Propertyat Kwei-chi(Anbui) 
Foreign loan 
Chinese depositors (ofticiais) 


Sundry deposits, (Chinese)... 
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14, 
207, 





Interest accrued on deposi 
» 3 





Insurance of Company’s own 











Vessels by Company . 484,006.877 | 

Insurance of Company's own 

getonns by Compan 5,000,000 
Profit and foss accotmnt ...... 595,021.32 





5,199,361.803 


PRo¥IT AND toss acdousT. 


yr. 
Yo Rent of land at Shanghai 
iy Repairs, various 
»> Interest: . ‘* 
3s Government's profit on shares..320,000.000 
3s Sundry expensts. ..... .. 81,343,869 
3) Depreciation on Steamers and 

Codowns, 298,741.895 | 
+ Dividend to Shareholders... 80,000.00 | 
y Bonus to Directors and Staff. 42 
$y Balance sia 












‘Tis. 1,301,139.969 


Ts. 





cr, 
‘By Balance of Profit and Loss from 








ast year... ied 8.213 
4» Profit on runing Co.'s steamers 

for year os... sees BOT $56,075 
4» Profit on Rice Transport ....".. 22,806.343. 


+ Cargo-boat hire supplied to C 

in aid of the rice transport... 16,349.580 

Profit ftom Northern Godowns 28,352.46 
Godown hire: 

Rent, all Ports 

Stock... 





” 


fy Sale of Ola 








‘Tis. 1,301,130,969 


‘The Company estimate their present fleet 
of 26 Steamers at the following values :— 
















Yungts‘ing « 
Fuyew oe 
Yehsin ... 
Fungshan 
Kiangkwan - 
Kiangyung | 
Chinting 
Haean 
Haeshin 
Hacting | 
Riangteen 
Kiangpiao 
Kiangtu .. 
Kiangtung 
Haechang’ 
Kiangping | 
Chiyten 
Kungpai - 








Kiangyit 
Fuahes 
Kwanglee 
Meifoo 





Sinsheng .... 





THE SIRAITS INSURANCE CO., 


LIMITED. 
FIFTH ANNUAL REORT To THE SITAREMOLDERS. 

Your Directors beg to place before you the 
annexed Statement of Accounts for the “ear 
ending 31st December, 1888. 

‘The net Premia earned, after deducting Re- 
insurances and returns, amount to $416,565.69. 

The Interest on investments to 346, 0. 

1887. The accounts for this year, after 
paying all losses, placing £10,000 to, Reserve, 
and retuming 5% Bonus to Contributors of 
Dusiness, have been finally closed, by the 
transfer of the Balance at credit to w Liability 
Account, to. meet sundry small claims in 
course of adjustment. 

1888. In accordance with the Resolution 
passed at the Special Meeting held on the 29th 
‘September, 1888, the accounts will be annually 
presented, instead of every half-year: they 
are now made up for the whole twelve months, 






























| Directors have also to 








and shew an improvement on the previous 
year. 

Out of the Balance of Working Account, 
your Directors recommend the following de: 
‘elarations 








Qnd and final Dividend of 5% on 
Shareholders’ paid up Capital mak- 
ing 10% for the year $ 30,000 
Addition to theReserveFund, increas- 
ing this Fund to $119,000 ........... 30,000 
A Bonus of 10% to Contributors of 
business .. - 30,000 
Leavingfor further Losses anid Claims. 113,000 
‘$203,000 
During the past year, Messrs. C. W. Coning- 
ton and St Bae retired from the Board, 
and their places were filled by Messrs. Wim. 
MecKerrow and G. W. F. Playfair. Your 
‘regret the decease of 
Mr. Wee Boon ‘Teck; this gontleman was 
succeeded by Mr. W.'E, Hooper. Mr. Loh 
Lam, of Messrs. Loh Kee Seng & Co., has also 
accepted a seat at the Board. In accordance 


‘with the provisions of Clause 105 of the Com- 
pany’s Articles of Association, Mr. McKerrow 

















| and’ Mr. Playfair retire from the Board, but 


offer themselves for re-election. 
In accordance with Article 146, Messrs. 
James Lyall and Alex. Gentle (Auditors) 
retire, but offer themselves for re-election, 
Tu. Soust (Chairman), 
1. 8. Tuossox, 
Singapore, 16th March, 1889, 





} Directors 








Bataxce Sueer, 31st Decempen, 1888, 
ns 
To Paid up Capital on 30,000 
shares a $20 per share 

Reserve Fund 
Unclaimed Divid 
nuses ... 
Sundry’ Creditors 
Liability Acc 

} Balance of Working Account 














1888, 33,000.00 
Cr 
By Cash on Current Ac 
ingapore as 
1» Fixed Deposits in Banks, 
DOTS Siac scssdun se 
ys Tny stents” “on” Mortgage 
Singapore oo. oeennoe . 
1» Shares in China Insurance C 
3s Fixed Doposits in Banks, 
London ... 7 


oy: Coat Asay "toda 


+» Remittances in transitu. to 





London... seseeee 1,687.35 
»» Investments in Consols, London 2612.24 
3+ Cash at Melbourne Agency... 12,478.69 
3» Branch and Agency Balances. 38,399.82 
3) Sundry Debtors secured... 9,988.00 





vA vy Interest, Promia, 





43,847.49 
2,847.94 
8897,922.27 


Head Ottice ‘and 
Branches .. 





PROFIT AND Loss ACCOUNT, 1887. 








‘To Balance from Working a/c 1887 $107,170.00 
$107,170.00 


Cr. 

By Amountplaced toReserveFund.8 10,000.00 
3» 3 Bonus to Contributors ...... 15,138.81 
77,493.08 






sy Claims and Losses Paid 
+5 Balance transferred to Liabili 
ty Account . 





Wokkixe Acoust, 1888. 


yr. 

To Net Premia from Ist January 
to Bist December, 1888— 

»» (Less Re-insurances and Re- 
turns) his 

+» Interest on Investments. 

3 Transfer Fees . 








¢ 
By Head Office Charg 

‘London Office Char 
Branch and 
Agency Commission 











By Exchange Account 1,321.88 
y» Int. Dividend 5 per cent. paid. 
3rd July, 1888... 30,000.00 





Amount written off Furniture 


afe 
Losses and Claims 
Balance .. 














THE INSTITUTION ST. JOSEPH. 


erformance was given 
t. Joseph on Saturday 
pupils of the school in aid 
nce Orphanage, before a 
crowded audience. On former occasions, 
the tickets for these entertainments have 
been distributed freely, and a collection 
has been made during the entertainment ; 
but as this has not always resulted in a 
sufficient sum being obtained, the tickets 
for Saturday's performance were sold by 
ladies who take au interest in this admir- 
able charity, and we should imagine that 
this resulted in a sensible augmentation of 
its funds. The stage at the end of the 
large play-room of the Institution had been 
provided with a proscenium and footlights, 
and the orthodox red curtain, and was all 
banked up with flowers, the effect being 
very striking. The first part of the pro- 
gramme was musical, aud the scene when 
the curtain went up soon after five was 
very pretty, In front were the pianos, and 
at the bacl ascending benches was the 
mass of the girls of the schoul, all in light 
frocks, and many of them wearing their 
sashes of honour, « tribute to their meutal 
excellencies. The music began with the per- 
formance of Rossini’s overture to La G 
Lulva dy thiee pianos, each four hands, 
two violins and aharmoniumn, ‘There were 
in all four instrumental numbers, and two: 
vocal, the former of these being a chorus sung 
by theyoungest pupils, —and the row of little 
children in front, all singing away with all 
their energy was simply charming—the 
otheracantate with accompaniment of piano, 
harmonium and violins. ‘The music through- 
out was carefully and spirtedly played, 
and shewed what excellent tuition the 
pupils receive from the good Sisters, the 
only possible fault being that the selections 
from Chopin, while a good test of the skill 
of the performer, were rather uninterost- 
‘The second part of the programme con- 
ofathree-act drama, wit! » Played. 
entirely by girls, A Mothe ure re 
called.” It capitally played, the little 
actresses giving the rather stilted lan, fuage 
with much spirit and appreciation, avd the 
dresses—particularly the Breton ‘costumes 
—and the scenery being very good. The 
names of the performers were not given on 
the programme. Between the two parts, 
two of the little pupils handed round 
bunches of fresh vivlets to the audience, @ 
very pretty attention. ‘The whole perform- 
ance was a very enjoyable one, and the 
Sisters are to be heartily congratulated on 
the success which crowned their efforts, and 
the thorough manner in which their pupils 
responded to their loving exertions, 


A very pleasaut 
at the Institution 






























































~ Gorrespondence, 





THE FAMINE, 
es 
The following letter has been handed us 
by Mr. Hillier for publication 
Chefoo, 25th March, 1889. 
To the 


North-China Famine Relief Committee. 


Deak Sixs,—Your timely grant of Tis. 
41,000, information of which reached us by 
telegram, has given us renewed confidence, 














Directors’ and Commi 
Auditors’ Fees. 






and relieved us from ansiety with regard to 
our distributors, who have just telegraphed 
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to us that their supplies are running low. 
Allow me on behalf of the Shantung Com- 
mittee, and our distributors, and the 80,000 
beneficiaries now receiving aid, to convey 
to you and the generous donors whom you 
represent our most sincere thanks. 

The Tis, 15,000 which you kindly sent 
us about ton days since will probably reach 
its destination to-morrow, together with 
about Tis, 6,000 from other sources. This 
will enable them to carry on their work 
without interruption until the next remit- 
wee reaches them. 1 ¢ Ts 

‘he opportune special grant of Tis. 
12,000 for seed-grain will be hailed with 
great rejoicing, and will be the efficient 
means of continuing the needed relief 
after the regular issue of pecuniary aid has 
ceased. 

Letters have just reached us from the 
famine region, extracts from which will 
give a good idea of the present condition 
and wants of the sufferers ; of the quiet and 
efticient way in which the work is going 
on j and the grateful appreciation of those 
receiving aid j wnd of the touching appeals 
which are coming in from villages and dis- 
tricts not yet reached. 

On the th of March the Rey. J. 
Whitewright wrote as folloy 

My Dear Ds, Nevios,—After consul- 
tation with Mr, Laughlin I have settled at 
# station 50 li north of his first centre. 
‘Phe distress in this region is terrible and far 
groater than Lexpected. One only comes to 
Tealise it after going from house to house 
through the villages and seeing it with one’s 
own eyes. ‘The sight of the starving little 
children and their mothers, and old people 
tottering and unable to stand through 
hungerand weakness makes one’sheart ache, 

In one house I visited there were two 
little children lying on straw on the floor, 
scantily covered, and as they turned th 
little yellow pinched fuces towards me it 
‘was easy to see that they were dying of 
starvation, In another ‘house we came 
upon @ woman sitting with a child on one 
‘arm and an empty basket on the other, 
subbing bitterly, When asked what she 
was crying for she replied, ‘How can I 
help crying whon I have nothing to give 
my childron to eat? I have been out beg- 
wing aud have got nothing.” ‘The by- 
standers tuld her to stop crying as the 
foreigner had come to save her and her 
children, She stared at us in a dazed sort 
of way as if she had heard something too 
youd to by true, while the rest of the fumily 

oung and old knelt down in supplication 
ie help. ‘There was nothing put on about 
all this, Their faces shewed only too 
plainly that if help had not come death 
from starvation would not have been far off. 

In one house a little boy two or three 
years of age was crying and throwing him- 
self about on the bed. On being asked 
whut was the matter with the child its 
mother said “Ihave been trying to feed 
him and he wou't eat!” Here the child 
added emphatically ‘hungry! hungry!” 
Tt was no wonder that he refused to eat 
whut was offered him—weeds and bran 
iade up into a dirty sticky mass that 
swine might well have refused. But it 
was all they had to give the poor little 
fellow. 

‘The other day a respectable looking man 
insisted on giving me his son, a boy of ten. 
It was with diticulty that I got him to 
understand that I could not take him. 

Yesterday afternoon and evening no 
fewer than twenty-three applications for 
help came in from twenty-three different 
villages, alas, only too many of them be- 

‘ond the reach of help from our present 
funds. ‘These and scores more in this ian- 
mediate ueighbourhuod are in a terrible 
condition. 

We have been rejoiced tu hear of the 
contributions coming in so nobly from 
Shanghai and elsewhere, and we earnestly 
hope that yet more will follow. If those 
whe give could only see those whom they 
are saving from hunger and wasting and a 




































cruel death, and hear their outpouring of 
gratitude they would feel that it is good to 
have *‘the blessing of those that are ready 
to perish.” There is oue great good which 
comes out of all this trouble and suffering 
and that is that it brings nations as well as 
individuals closer together. For wyself I 
have learnt more about ‘the brotherhood 
of man’ in a week out here than I did in all 
my life before. 

‘On the 7th March Dr. Hunter wrote from 
Shang Chia Tao-k‘ou, a place 30 li S.E. of 
Pei Shih-k‘ou :—Dear Dr. Nevius,—This 
place is very destitute, and the surrounding 
country still has parts inundated. * * * # 
Appeals from help are coming in every day 
ind from all directions and no doubt many 
villages are fully as destitute as those we 
are relieving. * * * * I have seen 
some very sad sights. The reports of the 
famine Lave not been overstated, ‘They 
have rather been underestimated. It is 
impossible to appreciate the awful _condi- 
tion of this region until one seesit. Deaths 
are constantly vccurring about us from 
starvation. At our farthermost point to the 
north-east [15 li) we can see villages as far 
as the eye can reach standing in the watet 
and out of the water. To these no help 
can be given. What is wanted now is inore 
money. With our present force we could 
distribute twice what is coming in, and still 
not reach half of the destitute villages. 

Atthe best this is but a miserable country. 
A vast salt plain with strips of good land 
hereand there. Nothing except the burden 
of an overcrowded population could ever 
have driven people to inhabit such a God- 
forsaken land. If they fail of another erop 
the only resuit T can sce is either colonisa- 
tion orextinction. But'let us hope for better 


























things. In most parts of the country the 
water of last year has subsided, and the 
wheat crop louks well. It is only near the 





sea that the outlook is so bad. Here, as if 
toblast the only remaining hope, the fearful 
storm of last Saturday and Sunday drove 
the sea far inland, and the salt water 
has ruined their wheat, A delegation from 
ten or fifteen came and threw them- 
selves at my feet begging for help. ‘They 

“It is our only hope. Té you 
do not help us we must die.” To their 
touching plea I could only answer, ‘I can 
promise nothing now ; but if more silver is 
sent me you shall have help.” May the 
Lord touch the hearts of those who’ have 
wealth, and sond us an abundant supply of 
money. 

On the Sth of March Mr. Laughlin wrote 
from his new contre of distribution, Pi 
Sz Kou, as follows,—Dear Dr. Nevius. 
‘There is not much new to be added to what 
I have written before. All that I said | 
about our villages and’ people about Yen- | 
kia-fang-tz is true of those here—only | 
intensified. ‘These here having received no | 
aid during the winter are in a more deplor- | 
able condition than those. Houses are | 
Darer, -well-tu-do persons rarer, and the | 
famine colour frightfully common. In fact | 
nearly every person une mucets bears the 
unmistakable marks of long continued fast- | 
ing. The last, or one of the last stages is 
a swollen condition of the whole body, 
including face, eyelids, etc., and in enrolling 
a village now, I meet these cases in great 
numbers. For them death is not far off. 
In every village death is reaping a rich 
harvest—the only harvest these suffering | 
people have known for a year. 1 

‘Moreover the farther’ we extend our, 
work the more we hear of suffering beyond. 
We have by no means reached tho limits of 
the distressed district, although we alto- | 
gether now cover a district about 200 li | 
long, by forty wide. I have reczived ap-| 
plications from more than a hundred villages | 
which lie beyond my reach. A good many 
of these lie within range of the new ceutres. | 

March 14th.—Enelosed please find memo 
of silver, lots five and six, and of cheques | 
















































received from Tengchow. These funds | 
being deposited in different banks were 
exhausted at about the same time, which 


accounts for my combining them in one 
report. We are moving along comfortably. 
My enrolment has reached 20,000, where I 
must stop. Dr. and Mrs, Neal’ are with 
Dr. Hunter. * * * * ‘The keeping of ac- 
counts has become rather formidable. So 
much silver has been brought into the 
region that rates for the same’are increasing 
rapidly, and we may be driven to import- 
ing and distributing our own cash, which 
would add greatly to our labours, We 
have recently had two snow storins which 
covered the ground to the depth of a couple 
of inches. ‘The condition of the people 
was miserable indeed, Unable to get their ~ 
daily supply of roots from the fields they 
in imany instances remained in bed and 
fasted. * * * * 

‘The instructions from the committee 
brought by Dr. Neal discourage me fron: 
attempting to distribute barley for seed. 
As the committee did not include that in 
their reckoning I thought it best for me not 
to assume the responsibility. Perhaps, 
after all, it may be as well to wait until 
the end, and then if a surplus remains, 
use it for planting beans, which is done 
after the gathering of the wheat harvest,” 

Mrs. Laughlin wrote on March Ldth 
feow Pi Sz Kou: 

‘There isa marked and startling difference 
between the people of these villages aud 
those that have been receiving aid all 
winter, ‘This is «really bud district, 
The mass of the people here have very little 
clothing, and what they have may truly be 
called eile. It is very ragyed and very filthy 
often. [donot think that the people about 
our new home here at Lo-an are at all the 
equals of the Po-hing people whom we have 
just left. ‘They are wuch ruder—still I 
inust make allowance. ‘These peuple are 
very near the depths of despair; they had 
doubtless euld their good clothing early in 
the winter, and now they are tuo hungry 
to think of anything but their one great 
need, 

Yesterday Isat down in a village house 
to eat a bit of bread, Lwas tired and faint 
and the family were very kind and boiled 
some water for me, but the woman and 
children looked so ‘wistfully ut the food, 
that it choked me. I only ate enough to 
keep my body and soul together until L 
could got home, and gave the rest to the 
famishing children. ‘The wail of the babies 
from one to two years old when they are 
starving is one of the hardest things. to 
dear. 1 suw three attenuated little Ludies 
yesterday, and heard the sad story their 
mothers told and I prayed that the babies 
might die sv 

Ve are taking precautions about famine 
fever. Dr. Hunter has prepared « placard 
to be posted in the villages with regard to 
the treatment of the fever, telling them 
what native medicines to use and how to 
use them. And we have begged Mr. Jones 
to prepare @ poster with regard to clean- 
lines, telling them that all village drains 
aiust be opened, and many sources of filth 
now existing must be removed. ‘The condi- 
tiou of the villages with regard to cleen- 
liness might be much improved, and if we 
























































{can compass it early enough we may save 


the people from a great pestilence. 

Dr. Neal wrote from Pi Sz K‘ou March 
13th — 

My dear Dr. Nevius—Enclosed I send 
the account of our trip out here. My own 
expenses in the inns I paid myself, as also 
several thousand cash to the soldiers, as I 
paid them rather mere liberally than I 
think would be allowable out of the famine 
funds. Up to Wei Hien they paid their 
own expenses, but from there on and buck 
to Chefoo they had to be provided for, 

We kept the same carts from Chefoo all 
the way here, but at this place rehired at a 

auch cheaper rate. 

Since I wrote Mrs. Nevius the day before 
yesterday our plans have been somewhat 
changed. Mr. aud Mrs, Laughlin are so 
reluctant to leave their work here that 
they have decided to postpone their trip 
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‘among the Christians for some time, remain- 
‘ing here in the meanwhile, and we going 
to Shavg Kia Tao K'ou, twenty-fiveli from 
here, tohelp Dr. Hunter. He expects to 
go back to Wei Hien in ten days or so, 
and then we probably shall take charge of 
his work, or else let Dr. Mateer who is 
‘expected next week take over Dr. Hunter's 
station, and we come back here to set 
Mr. and Mrs. Laughlin free. * * * * * 

‘Mr, and Mrs, Whitewright passed through 
hero yesterday on their way to their dis- 
tributing station, 60 li from here. 

Other extracts from these letters might 
be added, but these will suflice. From 
our present stand-point we are able to 
make approximate plans for the short 
period unprovided for previous to the close 
of the work of distribution. The additional 
grant of Tis. 5,000 made to Mr. Bergen 
of Chi-nan-fu, for opening a new centre, 
will provide for @ further enrolment of 
20,000, and increase the aygregate mum- 
‘ber receiving aid to 100,000. 

These 100,000 persons connected with 
seven separate centres, containin; 
tive thousand to twenty thousand ea: 
covering an area of about eighty English 
miles long, and fifteen wide, and embrac- 
ing tive hundred or more villages, will 
require an expenditure for the ordinary 
allowance of $1,000, or Tis. 700 daily. 

‘The Tis. 41,000 of which we have just 
been advised will supply each person now 
euroled with 20 cents for seed-grain, and 
provide for their daily stipend until the 
20th of May. Further aid which we have 
reason to expect from various sources out- 
side of your committee will, we think, 
carry on the 100,000 to the wheat harvest 
in June. 

In view of the urgent appeals presented 
in the extracts from the letters gi ve 
we now ask you, if you can possibly do so 
to procure ts the funds to extend the en- 
rolweut still farther. 

From the first of May to the wheat har- 
vest every additional person taken on will 
require 45 cents; the enrolment of 10,000 
would require Tis. 3,500, the enrolment of 
60,000 would require Tis. 17,500. A final 
extra allowance of twenty cents at the end 
of the distributing work would require for 
150,000 persons Tis. 25,000 more. You 
will see that in the judgment of our distri- 
butors there is no practical difficulty im 
the full extension above suggested, and 
they would be only too happy to under- 
tuke it. We beg you to send us all the 
help you can, 

On behalf of the Shantung Cummittee 
aud distributors, 

















Jous L. Nevies. 

The following letter has been seut us for 
publication by Mr. H. E. Bush, Hon. Si 
vf the Famine Relief Committee at 
chwang. 
‘To the Honorary Secretary and ‘Treasurer 

of the Famine Relief Committee. 

My Deax Mx. Best,—I have just re- 
turned from distributing a sum of tw 
thousand and five hundred tiaos, which 
Dr. Westwater put into my hands as eireum- 
stances made it impossible for him to go in 
person. ‘Two uf Dr. Westwater’s men had 
preceded me by two days. Their business 
‘was to enter every house ina distriet known 
to have been flooded, count the mouths,” 
take note of the circumstances of the 
family, and present a list to me on my 
arrival. The list given me _ numbered 
nineteen villages, not to speak of a few 
solitary houses. The sums against each 
family ranged from five to as high as twenty 
tius, I found the survey so well made 
that I had rarely occasion to alter the China- 
man’s estimate of what it was right to give. 
Our relief 1 am glad to say gave great 
satisfactiun. ‘The money was acceptable as 
in every instance it was possible to procure 
grain within a day’s journey. The only 
confusion arose from the fact that many 
were out begging for food when their village 
was visited by the explorers, and so failed 

















to have their names entered. These of 
course had to stand over as the list given 
me exhausted our money. Judging from 
what I saw on this occasion I should say 
this one round (19 villages) would absolutely 
demand a further sum of five thousand tiaos 
within a month frum the above distribution. 
Indeed I sometimes feel impelled to 
straight back with the thousand tae 
just come to haud. None of the fami- 
lies I visited have seen the sight of 
grain this winter. Only a very few could 
afford to live on the husks of the kao- 
liang. ‘The imajority were rejoiced to 
think the season had now come when 
they might grub for roots on the raised 
banks with which the county is inter- 
sected (tu keep out the River or break its 
action when it bursts its bank.) The only 
thing which saved them alive was the fact 
that fuel was abundant—small mercy ! The 
entire crop uf @ most magniticent country 
had rotted where it stood. But it was sad 
to see fuel wasted on the coarse suckers of 
avery coarse weed which was the diet in 
season in most of the houses we entered. 
The fuel of course was worthless for the 
market and it only tantalises by its abun- 
dance. The situation, I am sorry to say, 
still remains desperate. The people have 
had to part with their cattle, have no 
money to buy seed, and no profusion of 
nature can possibly supply roots and 
weeds sufficient to maintain them in 
life throughout the summer. Help in the 
way of seed at this juncture would profit 
more than the few individuals primarily 
assisted. It would provide work and wages 
for many who must otherwise starve. I 
am told Tis, 4 would be ample allowance 
for a small farm of three ‘‘ tien” or acres to 
buy seed and pay the labour of putting it in, 
Farmers here have no other lope as they 
fare over head and ears in debt aud cannot 
borrow further on their land. In fact, the 
wealthy usurers hereabouts will have 
their own way if help is not speedily 
‘Then there isthe inevitable house-building 
Most of those relieved were living in shan- 
ties—hovels which will fill up with the first 
summer rains. But I am told the matter of 
house-building will be easily managed if 
the people yet help to sow their spring 
whent, Much of this evuvtry is as rich as 
the Nile Valley. A good spring crop would 
set many on their feet again-—put them at 
least outside the pale of the relief com- 
mittee. 

1 am glad to say the spirit of self-help 
was everywhere present. ‘The wood of the 
ruined houses had been carefully piled up 
for future use. Ic was most creditable also 
to see how much comfort had been got out 
of a mere shanty—a ‘lean-to” commonly, 
on a more fortunate neighbour's wall. No 
one could possibly kuow the hour of our 
coming, and us it blew a yale from the 
North, everybody was stowed away indoors. 
It was gu fying therefore to tind all but 
the very miserable doing sume little in the 
way of making life more tolerable, where 
the food was actually dried grass such as a 
donkey might sniff at. I saw on several 
occasions as nice a spread of dishes, chop- 
sticks, ete., as if they had been indulging 
in festive rice. hing indeed struck me 
so much as this. I saw party after party at 
food; and there they sat, little naked 
children, or with ouly a jacket on, eatiog 
roots and trash with an air of breeding 
which would shame multitudes in the 
privileged West. I never once heard a 
sour remark. Only twice as far as Tremem- 
ber, a woman would lift the lid of the 
boiler and insist on showing us what 
horrible stuf they were condemned to 
eat. On another occasion, I innocently 
forgot that a grassy, fibrous substance a 
woman was fraying out, ought of course 
to be food or its representative; and 
to my inmocent question she replied 
with excusable tartness that it was all they 
had in the name of food. There was little 
wailing and very little beggin 


































































even perpetrated a mild wit 





suming of the five tiao note I handed him 
that it’ was fifty. I wish it were a fifty, I 
said, and the word was kindly taken for 
thedeed. Nay one feels ashamed sometimes 
of the consideration which was shown for 
the health of the relief distributors. It 
was quite @ frequent remark ; ‘To think 
of you having to come out on such a day as 
this to help us,” for it was indeed one of 
the wildest days we can have in Manchuria. 
I don’t know when I felt so kindly to peo- 
ple, for really they were living in circum- 
stances under which the one half of us 
would throw up in disgust, while the other 
half would have simply made over to the 
uot distant wealthy proprietors and helped 
themselves. Here were we, only two in- 
dividuals, each with a sheaf of notes in his 
hands, giving them away in the sight of all, 
and never once were we mobbed. If very 
old women who were passed over in the 
registration did pin us by the skits, an 
honourable expostulation was always sufti- 
cient to clear our way, If on two occasions 
outside villagers fought for the possession 
of our mules” heads (with a view to force us 
to go to their villages) a sensible word as 
to the necessity of first paying up to the 
names already entered, at once set us free. 
In fact have never had to do with misery 
which was so well behaved, which so 
thoroughly appreciated the brotherly kind- 
ness of those who sent them this relief, 
and which made such honest and open ex 
pression of gratitude, And this Tam sure 
all the reward the donors need to re- 
joice them in their good work. 
' Yours sincerely, 
Jonx Mactsryre, 
Hai Ch‘éng, Lith March, 








To the Editor of the 
Noxru-Cuixa Dany News. 

Deak Stx,—Will you oblige by inserting 
the accompanying letter from Moukden. 
It unfolds the continued severity of the 
state of things there, and the earnest labour 
ot the two missionaries there engaged in 
famine relief. 








Yours truly, 
Wa, Munuwav, 
Srd April. 





Report of Journey of y 
Distressed People near Moukden. 

Last week we made another visit to the 
distressed distriet south of the Hung River. 
We went from village to village for five 
days in succession. For three days the 
weather was very fine and consequently the 
appearance of things was at first more 
favourable than on former journeys, for 
great numbers of men, women, and children 
were continually following us from house 
to house. As soon, however, as we entered 
the houses the true state of affa 
itself. Men, women and chil 
lying listlessly on the k*ang ; no wholesome 
food was to be found in the house, few 
and tattered were the 

We had with us two Chinamen ; in visit. 
ing the houses of a village one of them 
accompanied Mr. Webster while the other 
went with me. We thus formed two 
parties, the one party taking one part of 
the village and the other another. If the 
villages were but small, we went to different 
villages. The names of all the families we 
helped were carefully written down by these 
nen order that no mistake might be made 
in the distribution of the grain, and also 
for guidance on future journeys. These 
men indeed were most valuable, Any at- 
tompt at deception was quickly perceived 
by them. It was not long after entering a 
house before they perceived the state of 
affairs. ‘The people in a house often at- 
tempted to deceive us by representing that 
the family was wuch larger than it really 
was ; but we refused to grant aid except to 
those whom we saw before us, Sometimes 
the same person appeared on more than 
one Kang (i.e. in more than one house), 
but our men had a great faculty of ree 
cognising faces, and that combined with 


Duration to 
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the strict examiuation of the house, etc., 
enabled them to expose any deception. 
They refused to give anything to any per- 
son who did not deal fai ae 

‘All along our route a similar destitution 
prevailed. "In some villages there were 
few families who had a competency, but 
even in these villages many families were 
suffering severely from want, In one 
village nearly every house had been ruined 
by the foods; and there the people were 
80 delighted to see us that they actually 
vied with each other as to who should be 
our host; but after looking in at a few 
houses, we decided that it would be far 
better for us to stay over night at the 
little temple. During the night a strong 
north wind blew. Next morning there 
was rogolar hurricane, the plereing cold 
wind and the clouds of dust rendering it 
no easy matter to make progress in walk- 
ing. Few people attempted to accompany 
us from house to house that day. We 
again saw the people in all their wretched- 
ness: now reduced by want they were 
crouching over their little fires in miserable 
plight or were lying prostrate with no fire 
atall. : 

‘The faces of the women and children 
plainly told of fast failing health and 
strength. If a sufliciency of wholesome 
food be not granted them regularly for the 
next four months disease will spread rapidly 
amongst them during the severe heat of 
summer, 

When Mr. Webster revisited Mo Chia 
Pu, he found more sickness there than on 
the former visit. Some people had died 
since that time, even of those who had been 
helped. The number of these, however, 
was less than it would have been but for 
the That aid has prevented great 
suffering and brought not a little happiness 
to the village. 

‘During our journey last week, we gave 
rolivf to about 550 fam! Reports vary 
somewhat as to the actual number of those 
who have died of starvation, Most of them 
have succumbed before some form of disease 
brought on by want of food or by bad food. 
Diseuses traceable to the famine are various. 
Among the women there is a serious affec- 
tion of the blood accompanied by yreat 
weakness. All those we helped were in 
great need ; so long as a family had any 
wholesome food at all no help could be 
ven it, Dried leaves, the bark of trees, 

jusks of various kinds and bean-curd re- 
ese were the articles of food that 
these poor people were lengthening out 
their existence upon. 

The number of families helped since 
January is roughly speaking fifteen hundred, 
four hundred of them a second time. Al- 
together we have spent about ficelve hundred 
tuels ; but full accounts will follow. 

In returning home last Saturday it was 
extremely pleasant to meet many of the 
men belonging to these villages carrying 
home from Moukden the grain they ha 
received for their families, Notwithstand- 
ing the great cold and the winds and the 
dust they seemed very happy. One poor 
man, however, we came upon who had 
sunk under his load and who must have 
shortly succumbed altogether to the cold 
had not Mr. Webster acted the part of the 
good Samaritan and put him in his own 
cart which he sent back to the village 
whence the man had come while he himself 
(Mr. Webster) walked home tighting against 
a strong bitter north wind for 15 li or 
more. 

















Tames A. Wrure. 
To the Rev. W. Murriap, 
Shanghai. 

Moukden, Manchuria, 

Lith March. 

‘The following letter has also been handed 
us by Mr. Muirhead 

Tung-pin-ehén, Po-hing Hsien, 
17th March 1889. 

Dear Ma. Mvrrueap,—You will pro- 

bably be wondering whether I ever intend- 





ed to write you anything about the Famine 
except urgent requests for prompt remit- 
tances from such and such places. As 1 
am shut up this evening in a Chinese inn I 
can now fairly say for the first time that I 
have an opportunity to write something 
different. 

As soon as I could after the Chinese new- 
year I left home accompanied by Mr. Bruce 
who had seen the distress in Shen-Kung 
Hsien of which Dr. Nevius wrote you last 
October. Mr. Bruce and I travelled three 
days southwest through the mountains in 
central Shautung to the city of Po-shan, 
where we hadheard thedistress was 80 press- 
ing as to induce a great deal of the selling 
of wives and daughters. On arriving there 
we found the agricultural distress was not 
very marked, but the city, being the centre 
of the glass and earthenware trade in Shan- 
tung was suffering from commercial distress 
of the severest type. 

We found the warehouses full of goods, 
the inns and streets almost empty, and a 
general appearance of stagnation about the 
whole place, which usually is one of the 
busiest even’ in the Ist moon, its thorough- 
fares being formerly thronged, and all the 
roads leading to it lined with beasts and 
barrows and carts. 

Crowds of idle operatives were to be seen 
everywhere. Enquiry confirmed what we 
had heard about the sale of women and 
children to a very extensive and unusual de- 
gree, so we determined to do something to 
meet the distress, and Mr. Nickalls of our 
mission undertook the work within a limit 
that seemed to be suitable to distress of 
that character. 

Having examined into that matter by re- 
quest of our mission, I came round here to 
the north, to occupy a relief station myself, 
Mr. Smyth, ono of our missionaries, remain= 
ing near Chou-’tsun to look after ‘supplies 
and communications. 

I first sought Mr. Laughlin, and having 
ascertained from him the western limit of 
his relief work, proceeded farther west to 
find some district that might also be con- 
sidered indisputably bad, and imid-way, if 

wssible, between Mr. Laughlin’s and Mr. 

rake's work. 

This it did not take long to do. 

About the 6th of March, having break- 
fasted at Mr. Laughlin’s eastern station, I 
started across country to a place which 
seemed from my map to be central 
and suitable for a station. For the 
first three hours after having passed Mr. 
Laughlin’s distress-limit there was no. 
thing very striking, but suddenly the whole 
aspect of things changed, and we entered a 
country, which for misery, I had never seen 
anything to exceed. It 'was an absolute 
plain as far as the eye could reach, and for 
all I could tell seemed to be a frozen swamp. 
Such it proved to be. I pushed on and reach- 
ed the place from which this letter is dated 
determined to settle—a place for cheerless- 
ness not to be surpassed. For miles around 
itis marsh, with no means of drainage except 
for the water to suak into or evaporate from 
the soil. Where it is not marshy and the 
soil blackish, the ground is covered with an 
efflurescent, white alkaline matter that dries 
out of the suil resembling hoar frost, and 
so it extends from about two miles south- 
west of the village away in one great stretch 
to the north-east, how far I cannot tell. 

It ison this plain that our relief from 
this station is done. Away over the fiat, 
stand scattered treeless villages—rude, 
rough, mud-built places with almost the 
lowest standard of comfort for their normal. 
































Everything not of wood is of mud. At 
the best, poor—rery poor, inconceivably 
wretched, but now, poorer than ever. 
They have had Yellow River flovds, 
rebel incursions, droughts, rains, cholera 
and fever, but. mostly had’ sufficient to eat 
till last year, in the seventh moon, when 
the rain fell for eleven days in succession, 
(about August 5th to the 16th). The water 
rose to about three feet in depth all over 
the district, and the autumn crop became @ 


total failure. The rain brought down their 
walls and houses. Corn became a rarity 
even for the well-to-do, and the only 
mitigating features Tcan tee are that the 
number of ruined houses made fuel cheap, 
and the distress was of so hopeless a cbar- 
acter as to furce emigration on a vast scale. 

The people, as you know, took to eating 
wheat-blades, and then to the roots of the 
weeds that grow in the marshes. Their other 
articles of food are, the ears of the yellow 
andred milletthat never matured into pr: 
grain, chaff, sweet potato leaves and stalks, 
cotton seed, cotton seed oil cake, chopped 
straw and the like, in fact it is'as bad as 
this, that even the beasts of burden cannot 
do on it nor get enough, and fall under you 
with sheer weakness, so whataboutthe people 
who must eat it ? As for proper corn, though 
Thave been in hundreds of houses I can 
only recollect having seen it in one or two. 
Whether that is famine or not, I have 
heard, is disputed. It seems to me to be 
the last degree of distress short of death to 
those who survive. I say to those who 
survive, for the number who succumb must 
be something fearful, and the percentage 
of people in the houses lying sick is de- 
cidedly high, for I see them every second 
or third house I go into. What it will be 

ae the weather gets warmer no one can 
tell. 

As the distress here came from loss of a 
harvest through retained rain-full to the 
depth of some three or four feet, it follows 
that the limit of the distress is nearly 
entirely determined by level, and so the 
country has to be carefully’ observed to 
prevent the money from getting into dis- 
tricts that are near suffering but have not 
really suffered, Non- 
entail a very defective administration of - 
the funds. We have to bear in mind tov 
that the standard of living here is ordinarily 
very much below what it is in the southern 
countries, or we would be immediatel 
betrayed intu helping those who consider 
themselves, and were considered by others, 
well-off as things go in this district, 

Tn many cases one is in doubt, but in the 
great majority of families a glance shows 
the true distress. 

You yo in and find the out-buildings all 
down, the timbers all burned or suld, the 
house empty of everything except & pot 
and some mats, the children looking pale, 
the ‘parents yellowish, thin’ and. 
blanched ; the whole family ragged. No 
implements, no furniture, no corn baskets 
—the cold damp clay floor showing all 
round, « chilly feeling in the room, no 
smell of food—that is genuine distress— 
distress excessive even fur the district I am 
describin, 

“Where is your husband ?” Lasked a 
woman yesterday as I wasgoing round, “He 
is gone to town to sell the door.” I looked. 
Tt was gone, true enough. It came on o 
fearful cold N.E. wind that evening. 

1 entered that same village a man, 
ry old, came out of the first house 
and iminediately kuelt down as if to bey 
forhelp. Thinking it to be theit half com- 
plimentary way of showing their gratitude, 
I reached forward in the usual way to raise 
hita, but Tcouldn't. He was down and was 
not able to get up, so T had to lift him, 
and then.he tottered feebly to his door. 

“How many ate you here ?” I asked in 
one house. * Thirteen,” was the reply. 
“Yes, but I only sve three? Ah,” said 
they, “the rest are all gone to Kansiih, 
two thousand one hundred li off.”” 

“Have you heard from them how are 
they off there ?”, I asked. 

“Oh yes, we've heard, here is the letter,” 
taking it and handing it to me; “They can 
hardly get along for drought.” 

But the worst seem to be the cases 
who sold all and went to beg, and then, 























hearing there was relief begun, came 
back to nothing, and then, had 'to beg 
shelter agaiu. I find them, with all the 
weather-beaten, miud-spattered, tattered, 
appearance of beggars, huddled in the worst 
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of rooms (worst as they understand worst) 

some chaff on the floor, perhaps none even 
of that, a mat over it, and the mother 

and children there any way and every way, | 
one of the girls, perhaps, chopping’ weed- 

roots to eat. Maybe the father follows 

you to ask what can be done for the effects 

of these raw roots, purging and vomiting 
Perhaps he tells you he lost his oldest 
child yesterday. 

‘This morning I crossed the Yellow River, | 
going to Péi-clién. ‘The river is back in its 
old bed flowing very rapidly, but within 
limits manifestly insutticient for it. About | 
two and a half miles inland along its whole | 
course through this part of Shantung the 
Governnient bas made on both sides large 
embankment to restrain the effects of an 
overflow within that limit at any rate. | 

On arriving at the large southern outer | 
embankment, [found the entire space inside 
it covered with water of an average depth | 











article of diet, the pecple professing to be 
unable to satisfy themselves upon it,—they 
have not been used to eating it. In Kan- 
suh, the rice produced at Liang-chou, 
Ning-hsia and Ts‘in-chou is largely, if not 
altogether, consumed by extra-provincials, 
Hence your correspoudent should have 
been more guarded in stating that the Chin- 
ese are ignorant of wool weaving. It isa 











| chief industry of the South of Kansu, one ! 


which Tso Chung-t'ang endeavoured to im 
prove years ago by securing the services of 
some Austrians with a view to the intro- 
duction of machinery. 

Ch'in Ngan Hsien (488%) and Ho 
Chen (957 $4) are the principle centres of 
he manufacture of twilled woollen stuf ; 
guite ‘a creditable article—varying a good 
jeal in quality and colour. The usual width 
is from 12 to 13 inches (f) and prices 
range from 30 to 70 cash per foot (FR), 





of four feet. Away seven li to the north | colour influencing price a great deal. 


could be seen the raised bank of the river 

proper. It appears that the water begau | 
to come back on the 28th of the 12th moon 

in the old bed, but that on the 4th of the Ist | 
moon it made its appearance over all the 

space within the outer embankment. Out | 
ferry-boat went in and out through the | 
villages. The houses were more than ha 

of them partially submerged. Some were | 
still spared, and the people in them, but 

allaround was water. ‘The people said that | 
the breach from which the large inner | 
space was flooded was at Kuei-ym, hun- | 
reds of li up the stream. I should say 

the current in the main channel of the | 
river proper was flowing about four and a | 











half miles per hour: in the space between | quite d 


the right bank and the large outer em- | 





‘The natives use this Ho-ts: as it is called, 
for Mu-kuas, gowns, quilts (wadded), under 
shirts, etc., ete. 

Heelless socks and fingerless gloves are 
nitted in the far East aud are largely worn 
in Kanshu and Shensi. Kuitted strips are 
also used for pav chiao (foot wraps). 

Then as to k‘an; one would wonder 
how roads over which a large number of 
horses pass daily yet afford so little evidence 
of the fact. Nothin owed to lie; 
the smoking ordure i pee ily seized upon 
by the old men ar little boys to whose lot it 
falls to provide fuel for the brick bed. In 
these provinces (Kausu and Shensi) at 
least, the cooking and bed-heating fires are 
‘inct. 

Nor are all Chinese so 

















jiculously con- 


Danknent the current, whore there was seryative as to omer their fies. by the 


& current, was not over two miles per | season only. 


hour, and’large portions had no current. 
The river proper did not seem over two | 
hundred and fifty yards wide. ‘The current | 


the inevitable k'ang smoke on a rainy day 
in 





ly. 
Witt apotogy for trespassing on your 


flowing through ‘the flooded space was | space, 


about the same width, as near as T gould 
on : 

The misery was something awful. The | 
water was up in the people's yards. | Many 


of the houses were tottering, others were | 


pulled down for the woodwork. ‘The tem: 
ples were in ruins. Some were recoverin; 
their chattels to sell, others were piling 
them up on frameworks to wait for better | 
days, but one and all were in a wretched | 
plight, 
think by thia time you will be surfuited 

by what I have said, and nothing eould bring 
me to dwell so much on the misery I see 
except the thought that it is due to all to 
know the real state of aftairs up here, and 
0 Thave thrown together a few of the facts | 
in this very rambling letter for your infor- | 
mation. 

‘The relief of course is all done on a} 
regular aud constant plan, and everything | 
that could be called irregular and promis: 
cuotis has been avoided so far as possible. 

It is not being carried on in a wholesale 
way, irrespective of the relative amount of | 
distress in the districts, but on the con- | 
trary with as thorough’ an attetition to 
circumstances as is possible, 

Believe me, 
ery sincerely yours, 
A. G. Jones. 
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Rev. Wot, Mutnnean. 











VARYING CUSTOMS IN 

To the Editor of the 
Nonru-Curxa Datty News. 

Sm,—Will you permit me to notice briefly 
two points referred to in the very able 
papers on Chinese Characteristics appearing | 
at intervals in your journal. 

It is very dificult to predicate much of 
China as a whole ; even the most ordinary 
features in some parts are wholly wanting 
in others. How many people for example 
would be surprised to learn that in sowe 
provinces rice is by no means an ordinary 


CHINA. 

















Faithfully yours, 
Cr 
Wuchang, 29th March, 


DE PISCIBUS SANCTI NOEYI 
DEFUNCTIS. 
To the Editor of the 
Noxru-Cutya Daity News. 
Sim,—I crave a little space tu notice the 
wurteous letter of the editor of the Sheng 
Sin Puo on the alleged restoring of cooked 
fish to life. If one may be pardoned for 
thinking that some readers of these coluums 
may be a little rusty in Latin, it may be as 
well to respond in English which is yearly 
becoming known to more and more of the 
scholars of all lands. 
1.—My letter did not insinuate that the 
pious fraud was invented by the editor. 
whe story waa well known to be a transla- 
tion. L asked for particulars only to call 
out the historical evidence. For that we 
referred to the ponderous * Acta Sane- 
torum,” in sixty or more folio volumes, an 
indiscriminate collection of the lives of 
literally tens of thousands of saints. But 
even the patience and learning of the 
Jesuits is not equal to the production of 
correct biogeaphy at this wholesale rate. 
There are many able and honest historical 
writers who do not adhere either to the 

















| Roman Catholic or to Protestant commu- 
| nions and are therefore impartial in the 


case. Can one such be named who does 
not always sift and usually discount the 
statements of the ‘Acta Sanctoram ”? 
‘The book was not begun till nearly eight 
hundred years after the time of Noetus. 
It would have been more to the point to 
quote contemporary witnesses and authors. 

2.—Does the editor himself believe the 
fish story? A short question that admits a 
square answer. But the editor declines 
either horn of the dilemma. To admit be- 
lief is to confess a lack of critical judgment. 
To say that he himself cannot swallow it, 








T have had to suffer from | 


Iwhile at the same time he prescribes 
it fur the Chinese without a caution, is 
to reflect on his honesty. So he bravely 
says that some miracles have been 
approved by the church as true, while 
| many others have more or less prob- 
| ability! A pitiful evasion. Before Noetus 
was canonised did the cardinals as usual 
establish by rigorous inquiry that at least 
two miracles had been wrought by the can- 
ididate or with his relics! Is this one 
among the *‘ miracula probata,” or is it one 
of the absolutely countless tales which are 
not well attested, but which, forsooth, 
“may be read with benefit.” ? 

3.—The challenge remains, to produce 
from the Buddhist or Taoist books a marvel 
antecedently more improbable, more puerile 
or more devoid of moral meauing, than this 
calling back to life of two cooked fish (sine 
cisceris ?) at the caprice of a priest. 

4.—But the miracles in the Gospels are 
not placed on the same leve) with these 
multitudinous marvels, say the Jesuits. 
Yes, there is a distinction between the 
two, stated iu Latin, made ready to 
answer objectors, but’ seldom or never 
made known to the common people, In 
proof, see the number of the Sacred Heart 
Gazette to which reference was made. It 
has extracts from the holy Gospels, with- 
out comment ; and alongside, « natration 
of the fish marvel, also without comment. 
From title-page to end there is not a word 
or a hint of distinction as to things more 
or less probable, All that is printed the 
reader is expected to believe. Therefore 
the charge remains unmet that the Chinese 
cave tanght to believe such fables no less than 
the uyhle anc beneficent miracles recorded in 
the Gospels. Magnam temeritatem habet 
qui hoc negaret. : 

5.—The exploit of St. Nvetus is a fair 
sample of the cheerful anecdotes which 
form a part of the stock-in-trade of the 
Roman hierarchy. St. Aicardus hung up 
his gloves on a sunbeam. St. Fintan 
ordered an old mill to grind without wheat, 
for water and it did so and supplied him 
with Hour. A demon hurled a rock down 
to crush St. Auratus in his cell ; the saint 
caused the rock to pause when half way 
down. St. Scothinus walked across the 
Irish Chaunel and thought nothing of 
woing from Ireland to Rome and back in 
twenty-four hours. A man had the mis- 
fortune to get inside of a hungry wild beast 
St. Cronon made the beast disyorge an 
reconstructed the man, The stone house 
of the Virgin at Nazareth in A.D. 1201 
svared in mid air across the sea und lodged 
in Dalmatia, 1,200 milesaway. From thence 
it winged its flight across the Adriatic tu 
Italy. Still it was not happy, for it soon 
flew to another place where the infallible 
church has since used it to draw immenso 
revenues from pious pilgrims of all lands, 
Meanwhile we are calmly told that 
these fables are no essential part of the 
belief of the church. Why then has the 
‘holy house of Loretto” been sanctioned 
and patronised by Paul II, Julius 1, 
Sixtus V and Innocent X11, popos infallible, 
and by bishops and cardinals without num: 
ber? And why is the legend repeated in 
the Tao Yuen Tsing T'sui, vol. vig pe 24, 
(Shanghai, 1887), a standard work of the 
Jesuits? Mark, too, that it is printed with- 
out a word or a hint that it is not to be 
implicitly believed. 
h much that is true in the creed and 
ight in the practice of many sincere Ro- 
man Catholics, it is inexpressibly sad that 
the assumption of infallibility requires their 
leaders to stereotype and cling stubboruly 
to so many bungling errors. The headlong 
mingling of the false with the true is the 
bane of the papal system. ‘That “magnum 
opus” of the Bollandists with its reckless 
ascription of miraculous powers to myriads 
of monks and mms may, yet prove a mille 
stone to sink the dogina of infallibility which 
now ‘keeps multitudes of decent ‘people 
from thinking for themselves. A literal 
translation of select passages of the ‘ Acta 
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Sanctorum” would both amuse and also 
throw light on the question as to the special | 
fitness of the Jesuits to be the teachers of : 
science and morals for their own Church | 
and all the world beside. ‘A fructibus | 
eorum agnoscetis eos.” 
Pro veritate et sine odio theologico. 
G, L. Masow. 


Huchow, 22nd March. 





Pliscellaneous. 





THE TIENTSIN-TANGKU 
RAILWAY ACCIDENT. 

‘The first detailed reports of the collision 
on the Tientsin Railway were to the effect 
that on Monday afternoon, the 25th 
ult., the guard of the train from Kai- 
ping met with an accident before reaching 
Tangku, through, it is said, the bursting 
of a cartridge in hishand, Tn consequence | 
of this, the train was considerably delayed 
at Tangku while his injuries were attended 
to. On the Tangku-Tientsin section, the 
line being a single one, there is a siding at a 
certain point, so that the train which reaches 
this point first goes into it and waits. 
The Heaiping train being late owing to the 
accident referred to, the Tientsin train 
naturally reached the siding first, but the 
engine driver instead of going into it, de- 
cided to go on, or if he did go into it at all, 
he did not wait for the other train to come 
‘on, but proceeded, The station master at 
Tangku, not having any reason to anti- 
cipate that the Tientsin engine driver would 
not follow out his instructions, allowed the 
Kaiping train to go on, but wheu this train 
had proceeded about ‘eight miles towards 
Tientsin—it was then night—the engine 
driver saw the other train advancing towards 
him, He immediately reversed his gear and 
started the train backwards, but this was 
of little avail, for the Tientsin train, 
which was going full speed, crashed into 
him with territicforce.—From later informa- 
tion it appears that the up train from 
Tong-shan was so much delayed that it 
did not leave Tangku for Tientsin until 
nearly 9p.m., instead of at 4.40 p.m. ‘The 
down train which left Tientsin at 4.35 
Pp.m., waited at the half-way siding until 
about 8.30 p.m., and then went on, 
but whether the engine-driver went on on 
his own responsibility, or was over-persua- 
ded by the native employees of the Com- 

any, will never be known, It is reported, 

wowever, that there were no lights on 
engine, but the driver of the up train (who 
had the usual lights on his engine) saw 
spurks ahead, and reversed his engine, 
fearing that there was something wrong, and 
had nearly brought his train to astand when 
the collision occurred. He was thrown off 
his engine a distance of twenty feet, but 
was only bruised. The driver of the 
down train, Jarvis, died about two hours 
after the accident, it is supposed from 
scalding by steam or boiling water. The 
carriages on the down train next the engine 
were completely smashed and caught fire, 
and twelve native passengers and two fire- 
men were either crushed or burnt to death. 
Had there been telegraphic communication 
between the way stations on the line, the 
accident could not have happened. There 
was no foreign guard on the down train. 
No one on the up train, on which there 
were several foreigners, was injured. Both 
engines are rendered useless, and the Rail- 
way Company has lost four carriages and 
some trucks. At the inquest which was 
held in Tientsin on the of Jarvis, the 
jury returned a verdict of accidental death. 































CHINESE CHARACTERISTICS. 


—— 





Most of the’instances already adduced 
telate to Chinese indifference to comfort. 


|in which to carry them. 





It would not be difficult to cite as many 


more which bear upon disregard of con- 
venience, but a few examples will be suffi- 
cient. The Chinese pride themselves upon ' 
being a literary nation, in fact the literary | 
nation of the world. Pens, paper, ink, and | 
ink-slabs are called the “four precious | 
things,” and their presence constitutes a | 
‘literary apartment.’ It is remarkable that | 
not one of these four indispensable articles | 
is carried about the person. They are by | 
no means sure to be at hand when wanted, ! 
and all four of them are utterly useless | 
without a fifth substance, to wit, water, | 
which is required for rubbing up the ink. 
‘The pen cannot be used without consider- | 
able previous manipulation to soften its | 
delicate hairs, it is very liable to be injured ! 
by inexpert handling, and lasts but a com- | 
paratively short time. The Chinese have 
no substitute for the pen, such as lead pen- | 
cils, nor if they had them, would they be 
able to keep them in repair, since they | 
have no pen-knives, and ‘no pockets’ 
We have pre- | 
viously endeavoured, in speaking of the 
economy of the Chinese, to do justice to 
their great skill in accomplishing excelent 
results with very inadequate meaus, but it | 
is not the less true that such labour-saving 
Aevices as aro so constantly met in western 
lands, are unknown in China. In a mo- 
dern hotel in the Occident, one has but to 
push something orto pall something and he 
gets whatever he wants—hot or cold water, 
lights, heat, service. But the finest hos- 
telry ‘in the eighteen provinces, like all 
inferior places of accommodation, obliges | 
its guest, whenever he is conscious of an | 
unsupplied need, to go to the outer door 
of his apartment, and yell at the top of his 
voiee, vainly hoping to be heard for his | 
much speakit 

Many articles constantly required by 
the Chinese are not to be had on demand, 
but only when the dealer in the same 
happens to make his irregular appearance. 
At all other times, one might as well 
find himself dropped in the interior of the 
Soudav, so far as the supply of current 
wants is concerned. In the city everyone 
carries a lantern at night, yet in some cities 
at least, lanterns are to be had only when 
the peddler brings them around, and those 
who want them buy at such times, as we do | 
of a milk-man, or a dealer in fresh yeast. 
That percentage of the whole population 
which lives in Chinese citiescannot be a large 
one, and in the country this limitation of 
traflic is the rule and uot the exception. In 
some districts, for example, it is customary 
to sell timber for house building in the | 
second moon, and the same logs are often 
dragged about the country from one large 
fair to another, till they are either sold, or 
taken back to their point of departure. 
But should any inexperienced person be so 
rash as to wish to buy timber in the fifth | 
moon, he will soon ascertain why the wisest 
of Orientals remarked that “there is a time 
to every purpose under the heaven. 

Fewinconveniencesof theCelestial Empire 
make upon the western mind a more speedy 
anda moreindelible impression, than theen- 
tire absenceof ‘sanitation.’ Whenever there 
has been an attempt made to accomplish 
something in the way of drainage, as in 
Peking, the resultant evils are very much 
greater than those which they were design- 
fl tocure, No matter how long one fas 
lived in China, he remains in a condition 
of mental suspense, unable to decide that 
most interesting question, so often raised, 
which is the filthiest city in the empire ? 
A visitor from one of the northern pro- 
inces, boasted to a resident of Amoy, that 
in offensiveness to the senses, no city in 
south China could equal those of the north. 
With a view to decide this moot point, the | 
city of Amoy was extensively traversed, 
and found to be unexpectedly cleau—that is 
for a Chinese city. Jealous for the pre 
eminence of his adopted home, the Amoy 
resident claimed that he was taken at a 
disadvantage, as a heavy rain had recently 
done much to wash the streets! The 
























































traveller thinks he has found the worst 
Chinese city when he has inspected Foo- 
chow, he is certain cf it when he visits 
Ningpo, and doubly sure on arriving in 
Tientsin. Yet after all, it will not be 
strange if he heartily recants when he 
reviews with candour and impartiality the 
claims of Peking! 

‘The three points upon which the occi- 
dental mind is sure to lay principal stress, 
when contemplating the inconveniences of 
Chinese civilisation, are the absence of 
postal facilities, the state of the roads, and 


| the condition of the currency. Private com- 


pauies do of course exist, by which letters 
and parcels may be transtnitted from certain 
places in China to certain other places, but 
their functions are exceedingly limited, and 
compared with the whole empire, the areas 
which they accommodate are but trifling. OF 
Chinese roads we have already spoken, when 
discussing the absence of public spirit. Itis 
because the Chinese costume—especially Chi- 
nese'shoes—is what has been described, and 
because Chinese roads are what we know 
them to be, that whenever the weather is 
bud the Chinese confine themselves to their 
dwellings. In western lands, we speak of an 
unintelligent person, as one who does not 
know enough to goin when it rains, but 
in China one should rather say of such @ 
person that he does not know enough to stay 
in when it rains. ‘The Chinaman has learned 
to accommodate himself with accuracy to his 
environment. To such inconveniences as 
he encounters he submits with exemplary, 
patience, because he well knows them to be 
inevitable. 

‘The subject of Chinese currency demands 
not @ brief paragraph, but a comprehen- 
sive essay, or rather a volume. Its chaotic 
eccentricities would drive any Occidental 
nation to madness in a single generation, 
or more probable such gigantic evils would 
speedily work their own cure. In speak- 
ing of the disregard of accuracy we have 
mentioned a few of the more promin- 
eut annoyances. A hundred cash 
not a hundred, and a thousand cash 
are not a thousand, but sume other. and 
totally uncertain number, to be ascer- 
tained only by experience. In wide 
regions of the empire, one cash counts for 
two, that is, it does so in numbers above 
twenty, so that when one hears that he 
to be paid five hundred cash he understands 
that he will receive two hundred aud 
pieces, less the local abatement, whic 
perpetually shifts in different places. There 
is a constant intermixture of small or 
spurious cash, leading to inevitable disputes 
between dealers in any commodity, At 
irregular intervals, the local magistrates 
become impressed with the evil of this 
debasemert of the currency, and issue stern 
proclamations against it. This gives the 
swarm of underlings in the magistrate’s 
yamén an opportunity to levy squeezes on all 
the cash shops in the district, and to make 
the transaction of all business more or less 
difficult. Prices at once rise, to meet the 
temporary necessity for pure cash. As soon 
as the paying ore in this vein is exhausted, 
and it is not worked to any extent, the 
cash return, but prices do not fall, Thus 
the irrepressible law by which the worse cur- 
rency drives out the better, is never for an 
instant suspended. The condition of the 
cash becomes worse and worse, until as in 
some parts of the province’ of Honan, 
everyone goes to market with two entirely 
distinct sets of cash, one of which is the 
ordinary mixture of good with bad, and 
the other is composed exclusively of coun- 
terfeit pees. Certain articles are paid 
for with the spurious cash only. But in 
regard to other commodities this is matter 
of special bargain, and accordingly there is 
for these articles a double market price. 
That enormous losses must result from 
such a state of things, is to any westerner 
obvious at a glance, although the Chinese 
are so accustomed to inconveniences of 
this sort, that they seem almost unconscious 
of their existence, and the evils are felt 
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only as the pressure of the atmosphere is 
felt. Chinese cash is emphatically * filthy 
lucre.’ It can not be handled’ without 
contamination. ‘The strings, of five hun- 
dred or a thousand (nominal) pieces, are 
exceedingly liable to break, which involves 
t trouble in recounting and re-tying. 
here is no uniformity of weight in the 
current copper cash, but all is both bulky 
and heavy. Cash to the value of a Mexi- 
can dollar weigh not less than eight 
pounds aveirdupois. A few hundred cash 
ure all that anyone can carry about in the 
little bays which are suspended for this 
purpose from the girdle, If it is desired to 
use a larger sum than a few strings, the 
transportation becomes a serious matter. 
‘The losses on transactions in ingots of 
syeve are always great, and the person 
who uses them 1s inevitably cheated both 
in buying and in selling. If he employs 
the bills of cash-shups, the difficulty is 
not, greatly relieved, since those of one 
region are either wholly uncurrent in 
another region not far away, or will be 
taken only at a heavy discount, while the 
person who at last takes them to be re- 
Avemed, has in prospect a certain battle 
with the harpies of the shop by which the 
Dills were issued, as to the quality of che 
cash which is to be paid for them. Under 
these grave disabilities the wonder is that 
the Chinese are able to do any business at 
all; and yet, as we duily perceive, they are 
‘80 accustomed to these annoyances, that 
their burden sppears scarcely felt, aud the 
only serious complaint on this score comes 
from foreigners. 

It is very common for the traveller 
through a Chinese village, to see a doukey 
lying at full length, and attached to a post 
dy a strong strap passed about his neck. | 
But instead of adjusting himself to the 
length of his strap, the beast frequently drags 
himself to the utinost limit of his tethe 
and recliues with his head at an angle of 
forty-tive degrees, his neck stretched 
such a way as to threaten the dislocation 
of his cervical vertebra, We wonder why 
he does not break his neck, and still 
more what pleasure there can be in the 
apparent attempt to do so. No Occidental 
doukey would behave in such a way. ‘The 
reader who has followed us thus far, 
through these inadequate illustrations of 
our topic, will bear in mind that the Chi 
nese race, though apparently in a condition 
of semi-strangulation, seems to itself com- 
paratively comfortable, which is but to say 
he Chinese standard of comfort and 
convenicnee, and the standard to which we 
ure accustomed, are widely variant, which 
is the proposition with which we began. 

It is not unusual to hear persons who 
have considerable acquaintance with the 
Chinese and their ways, especially in the 
aspects to which our attention has just been 
drawn, aftirm that the Chinese are not 
civilised ! This very superficial and erroue- 
ous judgment is due to. an unphilusoplical 
coufounding of civilisation and comfort. In 
considering the present condition of China, 
which is much what it was three centuries 
ago, it is well to look upon the changes 
through which we ourselves have passed, fur 
thus only can we arrive at a just comparison. 
We can not think of the England of 
Milton, Shakspeare and Elizabeth as an 
uncivilised country, but nothing is more 
certain than that to'the most of us it would 
now prove to be a most intolerable resi- 
dence. Mr. John Richard Green, who 
has done so much to elucidate the history 
of the English people, was the first two 
remark that it is from the reign of Elizabeth, 
that we date the rise of that conception 
which now seems to usa peculiarly English 
one, the conception of domestic comfort. 
‘The baronial lords with their followers 
inhabited dreary keeps, in dirt and dark- 
ness. The dvors were ill fitting, The 

dow-shutters yawned, and let in the 
wind. Coal was little known in the ff- 




































































teenth century, and the great baronial hall 
had iu the middle a huge fire of billets and 


brushwood. Often the smoke was allowed 
to escape through a hole in the roof. The 
floor was strewn with rushes. Noble lords 
and ladies ate with their fingers, threw the 
bones on the floor under the table, and let 
the dogs nose about for them. ‘The filth 
which thus accumulated frequently became 
very offensive before the flour was swept. 
In ‘the country the scarcity of fuel often 
made the mid-built cottages, in which 
chimueys were rare, miserably cold in 
winter. The thatched cottages of the towns 
were often on fire, and the rapid destruc- 
tion of whole streets produced the greatest 
misery, when the protection of fire insur- 
ance was unknown. It appears from the 
Paston letters, that such an article as a 
sunall feather bed was thought a proper 
ject of bequest in a will. Common uten- 
is were transmitted from generation to 
neration, one worthy burgess thus leaving, 
*a grest earthen pot that was my mother’s.” 
Wives had a life interest in.‘ stuff of house- 
hold,” which was bequeathed to descend, 
after the decease of the wife, article by 
article, to relatives and friends. The riches 
sv handed down are such as a pottle pot 
and a quart pot, pair of tongs aud a bel- 
lows. Hats were a French invention which 
did not come into use in England, till the 
middle of the fifteenth century. 'Cmbrel- 
las were long ridiculed, as x mark of effe- 
minaey, ‘The merchant who travelled from 
fair to fair, and the pilgcim, were the ouly 
hearers of news. ‘There was small et 

nication between one part of the ki 
and another, and men abude from ehild- 
hood to old age in the narrow citele in 
which they were born. In the days before 
turnpikes, a cart of four: horses. engaged 
for six days, was obliged by the shocking 
condition of the roads to rest four days out 
of six. ‘The mire was so tenacious that 
we read of the shoes of the horses being 
so constantly dragged from their feet, that 
it was necessary to have a swith or farrier 
attend a party of horsemen, tuking a large 
stock of shoes and nails. ” ft was uot till 
the middle of the fourteenth century 
the hostel or tavern had ite or 
Travellers were warmed by a fire of brush- 
wood, and found a bed on a heap of straw. 
The banks of the Thames wore slimy with 
mud at low tide, and the river was the 
place of deposit 'of the offal of the city. 
‘The streets uf London were unpaved, damp, 
and even in dry weather, dirty. They were 
fall of filth and garbage: ‘Kites and ravens 
were cherished as scavengers, and when 
the odours became too offensive, bonfires 
were kindled to avert the plague which was 
generally lurking in the alleys and corners 
of the city. 

It is superfluous to allude to the manifold 
and complex causes which have brought 
about such astonishing changes in the 
British Islands within the past three cen- 
turies. Yet more wonderful is the radical 
revolution which within the last fifty years, 
has taken place in the standard of comfort 
and convenience. If we were compelled to 
return to the crude ways of our great- 
grandfathers, and grandfathers, it might 
‘Be a question whether for us life would be 
worth living. Timeshave changed, and we 
have changed with them. In China, on 
the contrary, times have not changed, and 
neither have the peuple. The standard of 
comfort and convenience is the same now, 
as it has been for centuries. When new 
conditions arise, these standards will in- 
evitably alter. That they will ever be the 
same as those to which we have become 
accustomed, is however, to be neither ex- 
pected nor desired. 

PATIENCE AND PERSEVERANCE. 

The term patience embraces three quite 
different meanings. It is the act or quality 
of expecting long, without complaint, anger 
or discontent. Tt is the power or the act 
of suffering or beating quietly or with 
equanimity any eril—calmendurance. It 
is also employed as & synonym of perseve- 
rance. That the group of qualities to which 





































































reference is here made has a very impor- 
tant bearing on the life of the people to 
whom they belong, is obvious at a glance. 
The disadvantage arising from a se arate 
and a distinct examination of individual 
Chinese characteristics is nowhere more 
obvious than in the consideration of the 
qualities of patience and perseverance, 
‘These characteristics of the Chinese are 
inseparably connected with their compara- 
tive ‘absence of nerves,’ with their ‘dis- 
regard of time,’ and especially with that 
quality of ‘industry,’ by which the national 
patience and perseverace are most consple- 
uously and most effectively illustrated. 
Whathasbeenalready said upon these topics 
will have served to suggest one of the chief 
virtues in the Chinese character, but the 

ily desultory treatment’ involved 
in such incidental niention, deserves to be 
supplemented by a more’ comprehensive 
presentation. 

Among a dense population like that of 
the Chinese Empire, life is often reduced 
to its very lowest terms, and those terms 
are literally a ‘struggle for existence.” In 








order to live, itis necessary tu have themeans 
of living, and those means each must ubtain 
for himself, as best he can. Deep poverty 








le for the means of ex- 
istence will of themselves never muke aby 
human being industrious, but if a man or 
a race is endowed with the instinct of in- 
dustry, these are the conditions which will 

inost effectually to develop industry. 
‘Phe same conditions will also teud to the 
development of economy, which, as we 
have seen, is a promineut Chinese’ quality. 
‘These conditions also develop patience and 
perseverance, ‘The hunter and the fisher- 
man who know that their livelihood depend 
upon the stealth aud wariness of their 
movements, and the patience with which 
they wait for their opportunity, will be steal- 
thy, wary and patient, no matter whether 
they happen to belong to theracesof mankad 
classed as * civilised,” to those called * semi- 
civilised,’ or to those known as ‘savage.’ 
‘The Chinese are a race who for ages have 
been hunting for a living under conditions 
frequently the most adverse, and they 
have thus learned to combine the active 
industry of the most civilised peoples, with 
the passive patience of the North American 
Indian. The Chinese are willing to lubour 
for a very lung period of time, for very 
swnall rewards, because small rewards are 
much better than none. Ages of experience 
have taught them that it is very difticult to 
make mere industry a stepping stone to 
those wider opportunities which we of 
the West have come to look upon as 
the natural results. ‘They are ‘natural’ 
results, only in the sense that when appro- 
priate conditions are found, these results 
will follow. A population of five hundred 
tu the square mile, it is scarcely necessary 
to observe, is not one of the conditions 
adapted to lend to practical verification of 
the adage that industry and economy ure 
the two hands of Fortusie, But the Chinese 
is content to toil on for such rewards as he 
may be able to get, and in this contentinent, 
he illustrates his virtue of patience. It is 
related of the late General Graut, that on 
his return from that trip round the glube 
in which it is supposed that he was seen by 
more human beings than any other single 
individual had ever been, he was asked 
what was the most remarkable thing that he 
sav, He replied at onee, that the most ex- 
traordinary sight whichhe anywhere beheld, 
was the spectacle of a petty Chinese dealer 
by his keen competition running outa Jew. 
‘There was great significance in the observa- 
tion, The qualities of the Jewish people 
are by this time well known, and have led 
to most surprising results, but the Jews are 
after all but a minute fraction of the human 
race. ‘The Chinese, on the other hand, are 
a considerable percentage of the whole po- 
pulation of the planet. ‘The Jew who was 
run out by the Chinese, did not presumptive- 
ly differ in any essential respect from any 
other Jew. The result of the competition 
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would probably have been the same, though 
the competitors had been different in their 
identity, for it is morally certain that the 
successful Chinese did not differ in any 
essential particular from millions of other 
Chinese who might have chanced to be in 
his situation. It is in his staying qualities 
that the Chinese excels the world. Of that 
quiet persistence which impels a Chinese 
student to keep on year after year attend- 
ing the examinations, until he eithor takes 
his degree at the age of ninety, or dies in 
the effort, mention has been already made. 
No rewards that are likely to ensue, nor 
any that are possible, will of themselves ac- 
count for this extraordinary perseverance. 
It is a part of that innate endowment with 
which the Chinese are equipped, and is 
analogous to the fleetness of the deer, or 
the keen sight of the eagle. A similar 
quality is observed in the meanest boggar 
‘at a shop door, He is not a welcome 
visitor, albeit so frequent in his appear- 
ances, But his patience is unfailing, and 
his persevorance invariably wins its modest 
reward, a single brass cash. 

‘There is a story of an Arab whose turban 
was stolen by some unknown person, 
upon which the loser of this important 
article of apparel promptly betook himself 
to the tribal burial place and seated him- 
self at the entrauce. Upon being asked his 
reason for this strange behaviour, and why 
he did not pursue the thief, he made 
the calm and characteristically Oriental 
reply, ‘He must come here at lust’! 
One is not infrequently reminded of this 
exaggeration of passive persistence, not 
only in the behaviour of individual Chinese, 
but in the acts of the government as well. 
‘The long and splendid reign of the emperor 
K‘ang Hai, lasting from 1662 until 1723, 
made his name more celebrated than that 
of any other Asiatic monarch. Yet it was 
in the reign of this greatest of Chinese 
rulers, that the Chinese patriotic pirate 
Ching’ Ching-kung, better known under 
the name of Koxinga, ravaged the coasts 
of the provinces of Kuangtuny and Fukien 
to such a degree that the government junks 
were totally unable to cope with him. Under 
these circuinstances, K‘ang Hsi hit upon the 
happy expedient of ordering all the people 
inhabiting this extended cvast line, to retire 
into the interior to a distance of thirty li, or 
about nine miles, at which point they were 
inaccessible even to such stout attacks as 
this adherent of the old order of things was 
able to make. This strange command was 
genorally obeyed, and was quite successful 
inaccomplishingits design. Koxingaretired, 
bafiied in his plans, and contented himself 
with driving the Dutch out of Formosa, 
and was eventually ennobled under the 
title of the ‘Sea-quelling Duke,’ by which 
means he was at once pacified and extin- 
guished, Every foreigner reading this 
singular account is impelled to assent to 
the comment of the author of the ‘Middle 
Kingdom,’ that a government which was 
strong enough to compel such a number 
of maritime subjects to leave their 
towns and villages, and to retire at such 
reat loss into the interior, ought to have 

en strong enough to equip a fleet and to 
put an end to the attacks upon these deso- 
lated homes. Another example of the per- 
sistence of the Chinese government is not 
less remarkable, and is still fresh in the 
minds of foreign Yesidents in China. In 
the year 1873, the Chinese general Tso 
‘Teung-tang established himself in Barkoul 
and Hami, having been sent by the govern- 
ment to endeavour to put a stop to the 
great Mohammedan rebellion, which, begin- 
Ring with » mere spark, had spread like 
wildfire all over western China, and 
through Central Asia. The difficulties to 
be overcome were so great, as to appear 
almost insuperable. It was then common to 
meet with articles in the foreign press in 
China, ridiculing both the undertaking of 
‘Tso, and the fatuity of the government in 
endeavouring to raise money by loans, in 
order to pay the heavy war expenses thus 





























incurred. Within a year of his arrival in 
the rebellious district, Tso’s army was 
marching on either side of the lofty Tien 
Shan in parallel columns, driving the rebels 
before them. When they reached a country 
in which the supplies were insufficient, the 
army was turned into a farming colony and 
set to cultivating the soil with a view to 
raising crops for their future support. Thus 
alternately planting and marehing, the 
‘agricultural army’ of Tso thoroughly 
accomplished its work, anachievement which 
has been thought to be among “the most 
remarkable in the annals of any modern 
country, 

It remains to speak of that quality of 
Chinese patience, which to us seems the 
most noteworthy of all—its capacity to wait 
without complaint, and to bear with calm 
endurance. Tt has been said that the true 
way to test the real disposition of a human 
being is to study his behaviour when he is 
cold, wet and hungry. If that is satis- 
factory, take the individual in question, 
“warm him, dry him, and fill him up, 
and you have an angel.” There is an 
impression which often finds expression in 
current literature that it is as dangerous to 
meet an Englishman who is deprived of 
his dinner, us a she-bear robbed of her 
cubs, and it is not easy to perceive why the 
truth which underlies this statement is not 
as upplicable to all Anglo-Saxons as to the 
inhabitants of the British Isles. With all 
our boasted civilisation, we are under bond- 
age to our stomachs. ‘The writer once saw 
about one hundred and fifty Chinese, most 
of whom had come several miles in order to 
be present at a feast, meet a cruel disap- 
pointment. Instead of being able as was 
expected to sit down at about ten o'clock to 
the feast, which was for many of them the 
first meal of the day, owing to a combina- 
tion of unforescen circumstances, they were 
compelled to stand aside, and act as waiters 
on about as many more individuals who ate 
with that relish and deliberation which is a 
trait of Chinese civilisation in which it is 
far in advance of our own, Before the 
meal for which they had so loug and so 
patiently waited, could be served, another 
delay became necessary, as unforeseen as 
the first, and far more exasperating. What 
did these hundred and fifty outraged per- 
sons do? If they had been inhabitants of 
the British Isles, or even of some other 
portions of ‘nomiually Christian lands’ we 
know very well what they would have done. 
They would have worn looks of sour dis- 
content, and would have spent the entire 
day, until three o'clock in the afternoon, 
when it was at last possible to sit down, in 
growling at their luck, and in snarling at 
their environment generally. ‘They would 
have passed fiery resolutions, and have 
written a letter with five ‘Now Sir’s to 
the London Times. The bundred and 
fifty Chinese did nothing whatever of the 
sort, and were not only good tempered all 
day, but repeatedly observed to their hosts 
with evident sincerity and with true polite- 
ness, that it was of no consequence what- 
ever that they had to wait, and that one 
time was to them exactly as good as another 
Does the reader happen to know of any 
form of Occidental civilisation which would 
havo stood such a sudden and severe strain | 
as that? 

That Chinese nerves are totally different 
from those with which we are endowed, 
has been alrendy shown, but that does not 
prove that the ‘obtuse-nerved Turanian’ 

ic, like the North American Indian. 
The Chinese bear their ills, not only with 
fortitude, but what is often far more diffi- 
cult, with patience. A Chinese who had 
lost’ the use of both eyes, applied to a 
foreign physician to know if the sight could | 
be restored, adding simply, that if it could | 
not be restored, he should stop being anx- | 
ious about it.’ The physician told him 
that nothing could be done, upon which 
the man remarked, “Then my heart is at 
ease.” His was not what we call resigna- | 
tion, much less the indifference of despair, 









































but merely the quality which enables us to 
“bear the ills we have.’ We have come to 
recognise worry as the bane in our modern 
life, the rust which corrodes the blade, far 
more than the hardest use can destroy it, It 
is well for the Chinese that they are gifted 
with the capacity not to worry, fur taking the 
race as a whole, there are comparatively 
few who do not have some very. practical 
reason for deep anxiety, Vast districts of 
this fertile empire are periodically subject 
to drought, flood, and in consequence to 
famine. Social calamities, such as law- 
suits, and disasters even more dreaded, be- 
cause indefinite, overhang the head of 
thousands, but this fact would never be 
discovered by the observer, We have often 
asked a Chinese, whose possession of hi 
land, his house, and sometimes of his wife 
was disputed, what the outcome would be, 
“There will never be any peace,” is a com: 
mon reply. ‘And when will ‘the mattor 
come to a head?” “Who knows?” is 
the frequent answer, ‘it may be early or 
it may be late, but there is sure to be 
trouble in plenty.” For life under such 
condition ‘hat could be a better outtit 
nite capacity for patience ? 

‘The exhibition of Chinese patience which 
is likely to make the strongest impression 
upon a foreiguer, is that whieh is unfortun- 
ately so often to be seen in all parts of the 
empire, when the calamities to which refer- 
ence has just been made, have been realised 
upon an enormous scale, ‘The provinces of 
China with which foreigners are most 
familiar, are seldom altogether free from 
disasters due to flood, drought, and result- 
ant famine, ‘The recollection of the terrible 
sufferings in the famine of 1877-78, which 
involved untold millions of people, will not 
soon fade from the memories of those who 
were witnesses of that distress, Since than 
the, woes incted, upon extensive rgionsy 
by the overflow of the Yellow River, and 
by its sudden change of chanuel, ‘have 
been past all computation or comprehen 
sion, Some of the finest parts of several 
different provinces, have been devastated, 
and fertile soil has been buried a fathom 
deep in blighting sands of desolation, 
Thousands of villages have been annihila: 
ted, and the wretched inhabitants who 
have escaped death Ly flood, have been 
driven forth as wanderers on the face of 
the earth, without homes and without hope. 
Great misses of human beings, suddenly 
ruined, and reduced to desperation by no 
fault oftheir own, arenot agreeable objectsof 
contemplation toany government, Self-pre- 
servationisthe first law ofnature, and whatis 
more natural that that those who through 
he preventible causes have been suddenly 
brought to starvation, should combine to 
compel those who have focd, to share with 
those whohave none? While itis true that 
relief is extended in a certain way, in some 
large cities, and where the poor sufferers are 
most congregated, it is also true that thie 
relief is limited in quantity, brief in dura- 
tion, and does not provide the smallest 
remedy for more than a minute percentage 
of even the worst distress. ‘Toward the pro- 
Iongation of the lives of thosewho suffer from 
great calamities, the government feels itself 
able to do but atrifle. Toward the reclama- 
tion of their land, the reconstruction of their 
houses, and the ‘resumption of life under 
new conditions, the government does no- 
thing whatever. If it remits its taxes, it 
does all that the people expect, and it fre- 
quently does not remit those until it has 
Been again and again demonstrated to the 
distret magistrate, that out of nothing, no- 
thing comes. To a foreigner from the lands 
of the West, where the revolutionary cry 
of ‘ Bread !' bread ! or blood !’, has become 
familiar, it is hard to understand why the 
hordes of homeless, famishing and desperate 
refugees, who roam over the provinces 
blighted by flood or famine, do not precipi- 
tate themselves in a mass upon the district 
Inagistrate of the region where they have 
been ruined, and demand some form of 
suocour. Itis true that the magistrate would 
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be quite powerless to give them what they 
demand, but he would be forced to do some- 
thing, and this would be a precedent for 
something more, If he failed to ‘tran- 
quillise’ the people, he would be removed, 
and some other official put in his place. 
repeated and pressing enquiries put to the 
Chinese in the great famine, as to the 
reasons why some such plan was not taken, 
the invariable answer was in the words, 
“Not dare.” 
to this statement, that one might as well be 
killed for rebellion, albeit unjustly, as to 
starve to death _nay—much better. The 
answeris still thesame, ‘Not dare, notdare.” 
‘There seem to be two reasons why the Chi- 
nesedo not adopt somesuch course. They are 

most practical people, and by a kind of in- 
atinot the futility of the plan is recognised, 
and hence it would be next to impossible to 
effect the needed combination. But we 
must believe that the principal reason is 
the unlimited capacity of the Chinese for 
patient endurance, This it is, which brings 
about one of the most melancholy specta- 
oles to be seen in China, that of thousands 
of persons quietly starving to death, with- 
in easy reach of overflowing abundance. 
The Chinese are so accustomed to this 
strange sight, that they are hardened to it, 
‘as old veterans disregard the horrors of 
battle. Those who suffer the3e evils have 
been all their lives confronted by them, 
although at a little distance. When the 
disaster comes, it is therefore accepted 
as alike inevitable and remediless, If those 
who are overtaken by it, can trundle their 
families on wheelbarrows off to some region 
where a bare subsistence can be begged, 
they willdo that. If the family cannot be 
kept together, they will disperse, picking 
up what they can, and reuniting if they 
succeed in pulling through the distress. If 
no relief is to he had near at hand, whole 
caravans will beg their way a journey of a 
thousand miles in mid-winter to some pro- 
vince where they hope to find that the crops 
have been better, that labour is more in de- 
mand, and that the chances of survival are 
greater. If the floods have abated, the 
mendicant farmer returns to his home long 
enough to scratch a crack in the mu 
while it is still too soft to bear the weight 
of an animal for ploughing, and in t 
tiny rift he deftly drops. little seed wheat, 
and again goes his devious way, begging a 
subsistence until his small harvest shall be 
ripe. If Providence favours him, he becomes 
‘once more a farmer, and no longer a beg- 
gar, but with the distinctly recognised pos- 
sibility of ruin and starvation never far 
away. It has always been thought to be 
& powerful argument for the immortality 
of the soul, that its finest powers often 
find in this life no fit opportunity for 
pansion. If this be a valid argument, is 
there not reason to infer that the unequal- 
led patient endurance of the Chinese race 
must have been designed for some nobler 
purpose than merely to enable, them to 

1 with fortitude the ordinary ills of life, 

‘and the miseries of gradual starvation? If 

be the teaching of history that the fittest 
survive, then surely a race with such a 
gift, backed by a splendid vitality, must 
have before it # magnificent future. 









































AN ADVENTURE IN PEKING. 
foam a 
CHINESE AND BARBARIANS AT THE CELESTIAL 
CAPITAL. 

Pexixo, 25th November, 1888, 
To learn what the Chinaman really thinks 
about the foreigner you must come to Pe- 
king: no other city in China will serve. 
‘And the discovery will be far from flatter- 
ing to your national pride. Peking is the 
first place I have ever visited where the 
mere fact of being a foreigner, a stranger in 
speech, dress, and manners, did not of it- 
self secure one a certain amount of con- 
sideration or at any rate make one the ob- 
ject of useful interest. Here the precise 
“opposite is the case. The “ foreign devil” 


To| 


Tt is vain to argue in reply | 





is despised at sight—not merely hated, but 
regarded with sincere and profound 'con- 
tempt. “If the Tsung-li Yamén were abo- 
lished,” said a Peking diplomat to me, “our 
lives would not be sate here for twenty-four 
hours. The people just refrain from actually 
molesting us because they have learned that 
they will be very severely punished if the; 
do.” At home we cherish the belief that we 
are welcome in China, that the Chinese are 
pleased to learn of our Western civilisation, 
hat they are gradually and gladly assiini 
ing our habits and views, and that the wall 
of prejudice is gradually breaking down. It 
would hardly be possible to be more grossly 
and painfully mistaken. ‘The peopleto aman 
detest and ‘despise us (I am speaking, of 
course, of the real Chinese, not of the 
Anglicised Chinese of Hongkong and else- 
where, who are but a drop in the ocean of 
Celestial humanity) aud as for the rulers, 
it will not be far from the truth to say that 
the better they know us, the less they like 
us. 





Let us say that you start out in the 
morning for & prowl in Pekiug. What are 
your relations with the people you meet ? 
First of all, of course, they crowd round 
you whenever you stop, and in a minute 
you are the centre of a mass of solid 
humanity which is eating horrible stuff, 
which is covered with vermin, which smells 
worse than words, and which is quite likely 
to have small-pox about it. As for taking 
a photograph in the streets, it is out of the 
question, “he only way I could manage 
this was to place my camera on the edge of 
a bridge, where they could nut get in front 
of the lens, and then 1 was in imminent 
danger of being pushed into the canal, as 
the bridges have no rail or parapet. ‘The 
crowd jostles you, feels of your clothes with 
its dirty hands, pokes its nose in your face, 
keeping up all the time (I was generally 
with a friend who understood Chinese) a 
string of insulting and obscene remarks, 
with accompanying roars of laughter, By 
and by the novelty aud fun of this 
wears off and you get first impatient and 
then savage, “But beware above all things 
of striking or even laying a finger on one of 
these dirty wretches. ‘That would be pro- 
bably a fatal mistake. ‘They will do noth- 
ing but talk and push, but if you should 
hit one of them you would be more than 
likely not to get away alive or at least with- 
out bad injuries. But suppose that you 
walk steadily and imperturbably on? ‘The 
Pedestrian you meet treats you with much 
jess consideration than ue vf his own 
countrymen ; the children run to the door 
tocry * Kueidzu /”—" devil !" at you ; they 
have other indescribable and worse ways of 
insulting you ; and a few weeks ago when 
a member of the British Legation was rid- 
ing underneath the wall a brick was dropped 
upon him from the top. It just missed his 
head and struck the horse beliind the saddle, 
fatally injuring it, I believe. ‘The Chinese 
children, again, have an original way of amu- 
sing themiselvesat the expense of the foreign 
devils. A child will provide itself with a big 
fire-cracker and then sit patiently at the 
door till he sees you in the distance coming 
along on your pony. Then he will run out, 
drop the cracker in the rvad, light the slow 
match with a fire-stick and retire to a safe 
place to watch events. With devilish 
precocity he generally manages to cause it 
to explode just under your pony’s nose, 
and if you are lucky enough to keep your 
seat and pull.up a mile or so in the direction 
you don't want to go he doubtless considers 
that his experiment has only been a mode- 
rate success. If you should break your 
neck and be left there dead in the road, 
that would coufer imperishable lustre upon 
his family and neighbourhood. When this 
has happened to you once or twice you 
learn to jog about the Celestial city with 
short reitis and your knees stuck well into 
your saddle, ready for developments at any 
moment. ‘I am told, too, that Lady 
Walsham’s chair was actually stopped in the 
open street ashort time ago and she herself 




















grossly insulted, that a member of our 
Consular service was nearly killed outside 
the Llama temple, and there are few 
foreigners who have not had some unplea- 
sant experience or other. No doubt it is 
sometimes the foreigners’ own fault, but 
our dear old friend Chesson himself would 


*y | have failed to get on smoothly at all times, 


This is certainly a most extraordinary 
people, and next to nothing of them is 
known'at home. Here for instance are @ 
few stories that I have picked up, A 
foreign resident of Peking who speaks 
Chinese well was riding along the other 
day and came to an excited crowd, Draw- 
ing near he discovered a circle of people 
quietly watching a man desperately at- 
tempting to commit suicide by dashing his 
head against a wall. He dismounted, 
restrained the man, harangued the bystand- 
ers, and learned ‘that this was a coolie 
who claimed that his payment for a certain 
porter's job was short by ten cash—less 
than a penny—aud as the employer re- 
fused to pay more he was proceeding to take 
revenge Ly killing himself on the spot, 
knowing by so doing he would get the other 
into considerable trouble. On another oc- 
casion a man threw himself into the canal, 
but was dragged out. So he simply sat 
down on the edge and starved himself to 
death, to be revenged against somebody 
who had cheated him, Again, one day ® 
man was found murdered on a bridge near 
the British Legation. The law of China pre- 
cribes that a murdered body must not be re- 
moved till the murderer is caught, The 
fore it was covered with a mat and left. 8 
Et anda month and still the rotting 
ly lay there, till at last the Minister, who 
had to pass it every day, vigorously’ pro- 
tested and it was taken off the bridge and 
placed a lictle further away. And a Chinese 
newspaper is reeponsible for this sto 
which indeed has nothing whatever incred 
ble about it. One day a sow belonging toa 
Mrs. Féug happening to knock down and 
alightly injure tho front doorof a Mrs. Wang, 
the latter at once proceeded to claim 
damages, which was refused. Whereupon 
4 fierce altercation ensued, which terminat- 
ed in Mrs, Wang's threatening to take her 
own life, Mrs. Féng, upon hearing of this 
direful threat, resolved at once to take time 
by the forelock, and steal a march upon her 
enemy by taking her own life, and thus 
turn the tables upon her. She accordingly 
threw herself in the canal, And a friend 
with whom I rode a good deal in Peking 
told me that the other day, hearing screams 
of laughter from his stable, he went to 
vestigate, There he discovered that his 
groom and “boy” had caught a big rat, 
nailed its front paws to a board, soaked it 
in kerosine, set fire to it, and were enjoying 
the spectacle, But this is not so 
one of the tricks of the professional kidnap- 
per, who will catch a child in the street, 
carry it off to another town, blind it and 
then sell it for a professional beggar. But. 
I shall have something much worse in the 
way of Chinese horrors to tell on another 
occasion, 

I said in my last letter that the sights of 
Peking are not nearly so accessible to for- 
eigners to-day as they were five years ago, 
And it is the testimony of most of the 
foreign residents that, their treatment by 
the Chinese grows wétse each year, The 
closing of the top of the wall to pedestrians 
is the last act of petty unpleasantness, 
‘There seems to be no reason whatever for 
this except to deprive the foreigners of 
their only decent walk. Another example 
is that the Marchioness Tséng, when first 
she returned from Europe, used to have an 
afternoon ‘tat home” once a week, like 
European ladies. This gave, however, such 
deep offence in all Chinese quarters that 
she was compelled to cease. A Chinese lady, 
again, who had been in Europe, called 
upon two European ladies who were visit- 
ing—I forget whether Peking or Tientsin, 
Next day, desiring to be polite, they re- 
turned her call, Immediately afterwards 
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they received a message from her beg- 
ging them never to come to her house 

jin, Su too, if you begin to study 
Chinese with a teacher in Peking and 
you happen to meet him in the street, 
do uot expect the least sign of recog- 
nition, He will cut you dead, and then 
‘come next morning to apologise and explain 
that it would be very unpleasant for his 
family if he were seen bowing to a foreign- 
er. He will teach you and take your dol- 
lars; he will not greet you. And the 
‘Abbé Favier, the finest specimen of a priest 
Thave ever met, a dea sabrewr of the 
church, who wears Chinese dress and his 
hair in'a queue, who speaks Chinese per- 
fectly, who has even been decorated with a 
sapphire button by the Emperor, told me 
that he had just received the most remark- 
able honour and recognition of his whole 
life in China. He met the Governor of the 
city in his official chair, and the great man 
positively bowed to him, to the stupefac- 
tion of the lookers on, ‘‘Il m’ a salud, 
Monsieur—comme ga!” And while T have 
deen here, H.R.H. Prince Henry of Bour- 
bon (Comte de Bardi) desired very much 
to see the Temple of Heaven, which has 
been closed to foreigners for several years, 
‘Accordingly the German Minister(hetravels, 
of course, with an Austrian passport) ap- 
plied to the Tsung-li Yamén for special 
permission for his distinguished guest. 
After some delay it was granted, as some 
say only after the Marquis Ts¢ng had car- 
ried tho request to the Empress herself, 
and an made. The 
Prince and his party, accompanied by the 
Secretary of the German Legation, rode 
out tothe gates of the Temple and only 
succeeded in passing the outer one after 
Jong discussion and altercation. The next 
gate was still more difficult and after an 
hour's parley the keepers agreed to let 
the men of the party in, if the Princess 
would go back into the street and 
wait for them, This was too much, and 
the whole pary naturally left in indig- 
nation, ‘The ‘German yr sent a 

















in 
formal and vigorous complaint to the 





Yamén, and after a while he 
received a sort of apology and expression 
of regret at tho misunderstanding, But 
the exclusion was undoubtedly deliberate 
and according t» orders received. The 
sters could not well meet the request 
with a flat refusal, but they took care that 
the permission should have no value. 
‘My own principal experience of Celestial 
sight-seeing Iam not likely to forget and 
should be very unwilling to repeat. Among 
the places of interest in Peking the Yung 
Ho Kung, the Great Llamaserai or Llama 
Temple ranks very high, It is a monas- 
tery of Mongol Buddhism or Shamani 
and contains over 1,000 Mongol and ‘T 
betan monks ruled’ over by a Living 
Buddha,” No foreigner, however, has been 
in it for several years, as the inmates 
are a rough and lawless lot, practical 
ly beyond the control of the Chinese 
authorities, aud the last party that entered 
it, was rudely handled, It is regatded as 
all the more sacred, too, because an Em- 
ror was born inoue of its temples 
Petore they were given to the Liatmaa, 
When I spoke of going there both my 
‘mafoo (groom) and “boy” (a Chinese valet 
or house servant is called a * boy”) told 
me that strangers could no longer get in, 
the former adding that he had accompanied 
different employers there six times without 
auccess. A friend in Peking, however. 
told me that oue of the priests, called Pai 
Llama, whatever that may mean, had come 
to him’ few weeks ago to borrow $5,and had 
said as an inducement that if he or any 
of his friends wanted to see the Llamaserai 
he would take them over it himself without 
afee. So my friend gave me his big red 
Chinese card with the Pai Llama’s name on 
it as an introduction and I got Mr. Werner 
from the British Legation, who speaks Chi- 
nese (a brother, by the way, of Miss Alice 
Werner, who wrote “Bannerman of the 


























Dandenong”), to go with me, as he was 
equally anxious to see the place.” It is on 
the outskirts of Peking, nearly an hour's 
ride from Legation Street and we 

though two or three gates from the street 
without any dificulty. Then some boy- 
neophytes or acolytes—we knew them from 
their shaven heads—ran ahead. of us and | 
warned the priests, who shut the doors. 
After a quarter of an hour's colloquy we 
bribed the door-keeper to tell the Pai 
Llama, and by and by the latter appeared, 
a small dirty individual, who succeeded 
with much difficulty in persuading the 
others to open the gates and let us 
step just inside—Mr. Werner, myself 
and my “boy.” Then he immediately | 
disappeared and we saw him no more. 
After another half hour of bargaining we | 
agreed to pay them a certain moderate | 
sum to show us the four chief sights of | 
the Temple, The first of these was the | 
great Buddha, a wooden image 70 feet | 
high, richly ornamented and clothed, hold- 
i enormous lotus in each hand and 
with the traditional jewel on his breast. | 
In each section of his huge gold crown sat | 
a small Buddha, as perfect and as much | 
ornamented as ‘the great one. His toe 






first, I and another crowd afterwards, and 
my * boy” and a third crowd last, ‘As I 
was passing, a man, whom I took from his 
dress, to be a sort of door-keeper sprang 
out and addressed me volubly. Not un- 
derstanding him I took no noti¢e, when he 
grasped my arm to detain me. I shook him 
off and was passing on when suddenly he 
seized me by the collar with both hands and 
flung me violently back against the wall. At 
such a moment one does not reflect upon 





| consequences and I did what anybody else 





would have done. ‘The moment his grasp 
quitted my collar I struck him between the 
eyes. He recovered himself, and the mis- 
understanding was about to’ be prolonged 
vigorously on both sides when a very old 
priest in a fine yellow robe emerged from a 
doorway and began to play the peacemaker- 
with many smiles, holding us each by the 
hand. A minute's retlection showed me the 
extreme fully of getting into a row in such 
a place. SoI responded eflusively to the 
venerable Llamas overtures, and calling my 
‘boy =-Werner was at some distance— 
bade him explain that if the gentleman had 
anything to say tous we should be very glad 
to hear it, but that if he laid a finger on us 
he would get into trouble, Aswe were two 











measured 21 inches. “On each side of him | 
hung a huge scroll 75 feet long, bearitig | 
Chinese characters, and a series’ of yalle- | 
ries reached by several flights of stairs, | 
surrounded him, The expression of his 
great bronze fu ularly lofty, and 
'wasseized wi re to photograph | 
him. ‘The crowd of monks was outside the | 
locked door, one only entering with us, so I | 
hinted to him that if he permitted me to ; 
take a photograph a dollar might be forth- 

ing. ‘The dollar interested him, but 
no idea what a photograph’ was. | 
After a while Mr. Werner succeeded in ex- 
plaining what the Chinese call the ** shadow- 
picture,” and then he would not hear of it, | 
declaring that the whole temple would 
instantly fall down if such a thing were | 
attempted. I offered two dollars, three, 
four, five, ten, and then my eagerness 
increasing with the difficulty, twenty. At | 
last he said that for twenty dollars he 
would agree to smuggle me in next morn- 
ing to do it, as if any of the other priests 
knew, there would be trouble. So we 
passed on to the other sights—two magni- | 
ficent bronze lions and a wonderful bronze 
urn; many temples filled with strange idols 
hung with thousands of silk hangings 
and laid with Tibetan carpets ; all sorts 
of bronze and enamel altar utensils, pre- 
sented by different emperors, among’ them 
tivo elephants in émail cloisonne, said to be | 
the best specimens of such work in China ; | 
and the great hall, with its prayer-benches | 
for all the monks, where they worship 
every afternoon at five. In a couple of | 
hours we had seen everything and came 
out again into the central’ courtyard. | 
Here were already a hundred or iore 
monks waiting for us, all with their heads 
shaven like billiard-balls and on the whole | 
aset of as thorough-paced blackguards as” 
ever I set eyes on; filthy, varmin-covered, | 
Dloated, scrofulous, and’ with the marl 
of nameless vices stamped clearly on many 
of their faces.“ be glad when we are | 
out of this,” remarked, and my companion 
heartily assented. But easier said than | 
done. "They crowded round us with brutal’| 
inquisitiveness, pulled us about, shouted 
to us, and laughed grossly as half-ratioual 
gorillas might do. Werner said to them | 
that we were very much pleaced with our | 
visit, and we slowly edged toward the door. | 
But there seemed to be a sort of half-de- | 
veloped conspiracy to crowd us in any other | 
direction. They did uot actually oppose | 
us, but somehow we could not get there. | 
It was as though they did not like to let us | 
get away, yet were conscious that they had | 
no excuse for detaining us. After a quar- 
ter of an hour of this we began to get 
“riled.” Just then we all came to a sort | 
of tunnel gate in a wall, leading from one | 
court to another, Werner and one crowd | 









































and they were upwards of two hundred by 
this tinie, L have wondered since that the 
ludicrous side of this did not strike them, 
However, as I followed up the remark with 
a few small coins, nobody cared to impugn 
my logic, and I started alter Werner. 
‘Assoon as I overtook him, however, saw 
from the movement of the crowd that som 
thing was wrong, and when Iforeed my way 
into the middle it was evidently « mue 
more serious affair than mine, A young 
brute of a monk had approached Werner 
from behind and suddenly ** handed to him” 
arousing kick. Werner, naturally enough, 
had spun round in time to catch him 
with a good cut across the face from his 
riding-whip and stood at this moment 
a five attitude of pale anger, grasping his 
whip ina very workmanlike way and in 
fluent Chinese evidently consigning the 
whole pack of them to the ultimate des- 
tination of bad Llamas, wherever that may 
be. The monk, on the other hand, was 
foaming with rage and rapidly stripping off 











|allhis upper clothing with the must un- 


miistakeable intention of *‘ going for” Wer- 
ner. Already he was nearly half-naked 
and although perhaps a tritle fat, still an 
ugly customer to handle. “He struck me 
with his whip!” he exclaimed pointing to 
the mark on his face, and then followed 
a string of remarks levelled at us, What 
does he say?” L asked. ‘Oh, curse hi 
replied my erudite companion with a fine 
scurn of consequences, ** he says we shan’t 
get out alive.” Just. then a monk shouted 
something, which the others eagerly echoed 
and a dozen of them instantly ran and shut 
the great gates of the court-yard. 

The sight of Werer’s auger had com- 
pleted the cooling process in me, and by 
this time I was altogether too coo! for coi 
fort. IfI had not been so, however, 
mighti’t have .beeu spinning this yarn, 
for there was no doubt whatever about it, 
we were ina very tight place. We were in 
the centre of probably the most dangerous 
place in Peking, on the outskirts of the 
city, a quarter of a mile from the street, 
with half a dozen closed gates between us 
and it, and completely at the mercy 
of two hundred savage Mongols and 
Tibetans, who had vowed to have our 
lives. There were a thousand of them 
in call, they acknowledge no Chi- . 
nese authority whatever, the Chinese 
Government would be extremely loathe to 
interfere with them for fear of provokin 
trouble in ‘Tibet, and if they just knock 
us on the head and hid our bodies in one 
of their Temple dens, we should very pro- 
bably never have been heard of again. ‘The 
situation was most unpleasant. One thing 
was quite clear, namely that it was worse 
than useless to attempt anything by force. 
So I stepped in between Werner and 
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his assailant, folded my arms and 
stood [raion still, begging the former 
in a low voice to keep cool and do 
the same, as probably both our lives 
depended upon it. Clearly the only thing 
todo was to get out of the place at any 
cost, Then I called my “boy” who was 
yelling and struggling to keep possession 
of my two cameras. He promptly relin- 
quished them to the enemy and came. I 
told him that if he didn't stop jabbering I 
would knock his head off and then I got him 
to quietly ask the best-looking of the monks 
for how much they would consent to let us 
goout, All this took but half a minute to 
do and as soon as the crowd heard the 
question, the pugilistie gentleman was 
squelched by common consent. “ Fifty 
dollars,” was the conclusion arrived at 
after ten minutes’ discussion, ‘Tell them 
we have not so much money with us, but 
they can come and get it from my house 
to-morrow morning.” But they were much 
too wary to fall into such a palpable trap. 
So the argument continued, while Werner 
and I discussed the situation. “I have 
my revolver under iny hand,” I said, “if 
the worst comes.” ‘For God’s sake don’t 
let them see it,” he replied, ‘it would be 
certainly all up with us then,” ‘To bring the 
story to an end, however, at last my “*boy” 
made a bargain with them and we were 
fleeced of several dollars at each gate that 
they could manage to lead us through be- 
fore we got back to the street and our 
horses, Lyot a photograph, too, afterall, 
for just before the last gate there was a 
wonderfully pretty pavilion with a great 
bronze lion before it. So took my Scovill 
camera from the “boy” aud snapped it 
at the pavilion when I thought the crowd 
were not watching me. ‘Three or four 
of them, however, caught sight of me and 
made one jump for me and the camera. 
T managed to keep my feet and a big kick 
only just touched the camera, breakin, 
‘one of the supports of the shutter. ‘The 
picture is not exactly what photographers 
tall “plucky,” and it might be a good doal 
sharper, but it will serve as a souvenir of a 
peculiarly bad quarter of an hour, I got 
through the gate all right and my “ boy” 
was following when hulf a dozen of the 
undrels precipitated themselves on him 
i_sont him flying head first into the 
middlo of the streot, while my other came- 
ra, tripod aud bag of double-backs landed 
each in a separate mud hole, 

‘That afternoon as I was mending my 
detective camera my “boy” came in with 
the tea, “Master!” “Well!” “Ino go 
Llama Temple avy more—belong velly bad 
man!" “You'll certainly never go there 
Again with me.” And T'did not keep my 
appointment next morning to photograph 
the big Buddha furtively. 

Hesry Norway, 























THE SEMAPHORE. 

‘The Director of the Observatory at Sica- 
wei regrets to observe that those who are 
interested in the modifications that have 
been recently introduced into the signal 
service have not all paid sufticient attention 
to them, On one day the mid-day gun was, 
fired in Shanghai at 11,55 a.m, instead of 
at noon, The modifications referred to have 
not been introduced without reason. It is 
unnecessary to point out to sailors the 
advantage of having the rate and state of 
their chronometers determined as perfectl 

ssible. Roughly, no doubt, it is enough 
to know the state of one’s chronometer tos 
second, but its rate must be more exactly 
determined, as, if not, every dey will add an 
error of another second to its presumed 
state. Evory-one knows that when it is 
necessary to determine a very small interval 
of time, such as the fraction of a second, 
two observations are much more certain 
than only one, and that by taking the mean 
of two successive observations to get the 
true value, it is much easier to avoid a 
serious error. It js not, therefore, to 


enable the observer to choose which of the 
two signalshe will take thatthe change inthe 
service has been made, but to enable him 
by means of the two successive signals, at 
11.55 a.m, and at noon, to get the time 
with greater accuracy. 

The readings taken at the observatory 
at Sicawei every day at 10 a.m. are posted 
up at the Semaphore at 11.30. ‘These 
ought to interest the general public as well 
as the students of meteorology. The bul- 
letin contains the variations of the different 
meteorological elements for 24 hours, and 
the comparison of the means of the preced- 
ing day with the normal means for the 
previous thirteen years. In addition 
there are important remarks on the state 
of the coast from the meteorological point 
of view. ‘These remarks are not merely a 
résumé of the despatches received before 
10a.m., but the fruit of a careful study of 
these despatches, and they require an at- 
tentive comparisun of the despatches of the 
day with those of the preceding days. 
Sometimes it is added what weather may 
be expected. Itis not tobe imayined that the 
director of the observatory pretends to the 
gilt of prophecy, or believes that his prog- 
nostications are infallible. Rain some- 
times comes when fine weather is expected. 
Certain facts may be usefully noted : the 
bulletin of the 22nd March announced that 
there would be bad weather in the Corean 
Channel. ‘The despatches from Nagasaki 
fully justified this. ‘The bulletin of the 24th 
announced that it was probable that a squall 
would come from the interior. On the 
next night a violent squall from the north- 
west came to confirm the prognostication. 
Meanwhile it must not be forgotten that 
the observatory is unfavourably siuated for 
the prediction of the weather, in that it 
has mostly to rely on its own unaided 
observations. It is true that it receives 
despatches from some of the ports on the 


1 | enasts of China and Japan ; but these des- 


patches, while very useful for communi- 
cating and giving a general view of the 
more marked movements of the atmo- 
sphere, are, except in the more important 
‘eases of typhoons, more or less useless for 
weather prediction. Japan can no more 
warn us of the squalls that are going to 
drop on us suddenly, than Europe can warn 
America of the blizzards that are about to 
visit it. ‘The warnings must come from 
the other side. As for the communication 
with the South, we can tell if a depression 
which has reached Shanghai will reach the 
South at the same time or a little later, 
but never, or very rarely, if a little earlier, 
saving always in the case of typhoons, It 
is from the interior, from the West, the 
North, and the farthest telegraphic stations 
in the North-West, that advices are wanted. 
When may we hope that this want will be 
gratified ? 














NOTES FROM NATIVE PAPERS. 

Six or seven lorchas are said to have 
grounded lately owing to the unusual 
shallowness of the water of the Yangtze 
this year. The Pao Kang, one of these, 
which went ashoro below’ Hankow, has 
been aground for twenty days. The s.s. 
Peking grounded, and had to be towed 
off again by the’ Nyan-king. Divers are 
at work near Hankow fishing up dollars 
and other valuable cargo lost on the occa- 
sion of the great fire, when over 100 junks 
were burnt. 

Bean-oil and bean-cake are very high at 
Newchwang, the former being at ‘Ts. 4.15 
a picul, to Tis. 4.20, beans at Tls. 4 to 
Tis. 4.10, and bean-cake at Tis. 5.10 to 
Tis. 5.25. 

The acting Provincial Treasurer at 
Soochow, T‘icn, recently deputed a certain 
Chi-hien, or District magistrate, to proceed 
to Lih-yang (Chinkiang) with a sum of 
money for the relief of the distressed 
agricultural districts there, his orders 
being to co-operate with the local authori- 








ties in the distribution, This deputy 





contented himself with merely handing 
over the money to the Chinkiang authori- 
ties, and when questioned, on his return, 
about the extent of the distress and other 
matters, avowed his complete ignorance of 
them all. The Governor of Kiangsu has 
suspended him for a year, and scored two 
large ‘bad marks” against him, which he 
will have to work off in future years before 
he gets promotion.—Shén Pao. 

The trial of the ex-Minister to Japan, 
Sii_Ch‘éng-tsu, by the Provincial Judge 
and Salt Revenue Commissioner at Nan- 
king, on a charge of “squeezing” the 
Chinese Government, in connection with the 
purehase of copper in Japan, still continues, 
On 2ist March at 3 o'clock the case w: 
resumed in the Provincial Judge's Yamén. 
It is said that all the recommendations for 

romotion of his subordinates submitted 
yy the late Minister, have been cancelled, 
The money said to be embezzled is a very 
large sum. 

Warrants have gone out for the arrest of 
three persons at’ Nanking, all holding 
official rank, and former protégés of the ex- 
Minister ; but these persons have managed 
to escape, and it is not known whither they 
have fled.—Hu Pao. 

Last winter, it will be remembered, an 
English sailing-vessel on voyage to Manila 
‘was wrecked at Ang-mo Kong, in the Sin- 
tek District, North Formosa, and more than. 
ten of the crew disappeared. Mr. Bourne, 
the British Consul, represented to the Go- 
vernor that the people of the district had 
boarded and looted the ship while it was as 
yet by no means certain whether she could 
be:got off the shore or not, and that the 
missing men might possibly have been killed 
by them. ‘The Governor sent deputies to 
the spot to make enquiry, but the people 
had fled on hearing of their purpose, which 
delayed the settlement of the question for 
some time. We hear now that a sum of 
‘Tis. 5,000 has been paid in settlement of 
all claims, the money having been exacted 
by the authorities from the people of the 
district where the wreck occurred.—Shéw 
Pao. 

‘The Hu Pao, under the familiar heading, 
“Cherishing men from afar,” gives the 
text of a proclamation by the two city 
Magistrates of Canton, issued by them by 
order of the Viceroy at the instance of Mr. 
Alabaster, British Consul. It quotes a 
Gespatch of the Consul’s to the Viceroy 
recapitulating numerous recent instances 
of insults offered by the Cantonese to re- 
spectable foreigners visiting the City or the 
neighbouringcountry ; and warns the people 
that any one caught insulting or throwing 
stones at foreigners will be severely punish: 














ed. 

‘The eldest son of the Viceroy Li Hung- 
chang left Shanghai in the 8.8, Haeting, 
which arrived at ‘Tientsin on’ the 16t! 
March. He was formerly Secretary of 
Embassy in London and Paris, and bears 
the rank of Prefect. On 20th March 
the birthday of his mother, and there was 

4 Chinese dinner to celebrate the 
at the Viceroy’s Yamén to native 
officials, ete. 

Canton is a great and busy city, full of 
bustling activity till late into the night, 
but it has hitherto beon very badly lighted 
with little oil-lamps giving a flame no bigger 
than a bean nor brighter than a glow-worm, 
Since kerosene was so extensively intro- 
duced, the streets have been alittle lighter, 
but the Viceroy now desires it is said, to 
make a still further improvement, and 
introduce gas, which he already uses in 

his own yamén. He has ordered, so it is 
rumoured, the two City Magistrates to 
obtain from the tipaos statistics of the cost 
of the oil used monthly for lighting, and 
as will be as soon as possible introduced 
if it be found that it would not be much 
more expensive than the present system. 

Mr. Mei Kwang-tah, (whose name has 
been anglicised into ‘ Tart”), a prominent 
Chinese merchant of Sydney, N.S.W., re- 
turned to China in January. ‘The Viceroy 
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of Canton gave him an interview, to learn 
his views on the emigration question, which 
were communicated by His Excellency to 
the Tsung-li Yamén at Peking. On 20th 
March Mr. Tart left Hongkong for Sydney 
again. The Chinese merchants of Hong- 
kong interested in the Australian trade 
Presented him, just before he left, with a 
‘atin sroll beating four gilt characters, Yeu 
Hing Chung Sin (loyal and true in word and 
deed).—Hu Pao. 

The North Formosa Railway is going 
ahead. Originally extending only from 
‘Tai-peh to Sih-k'ow, and then prolonged 

‘kong, it is now being pushed on to 
‘Wuctu and Luh-tu, and is expected to reach 
Kelung this summer or autumn if too 
much rain does not fall. Great, credit is 
due to Mr. Morrison for his able direc- 
tion of the foreign staff under him at 
the Kelung coal-mines, ‘The Governor 
of Formosa has obtained through Mr. 
Bourne, British Consul, two new em- 
ployés "from England, who arrived on 
4th March. One is called Bowen, the 
other Kaotown (?). An amusing incident 
occurred when the Consul took them round 
to introduce them to the Governor, one of 
them, ignorant of the etiquette always 
observed, wishing to be carried right into 
the inner Court of the yamén in his sedan- 
chair, like the Consul, and having to be 
stopped and requested te perform this 
short last part of the journey on foot.— 
Shén Pao. 


THE TRADE BETWEEN ENGLAND 
AND 'THE EAST. 

In the “P. & 0. Pocket-Book,” Mr. T. 
Sutherland makes the following remarks on 
the old and new ‘Trade of the East with 
England :— 

“It would be difficult within a limited com- 




















[Pass to present any approach to a correct idea 
Ef the revolution effected in trade operations 
within the last eighteen years. The conduct 
of business throughout the world has been 
more or less transformed by the influence of 
cheap steam communication and ocean tele- 
grephy, In the Kastern trade, not only have 
eve and other factors been at work such, 
for example, asthe depreciation of silver, but 
the annihilation of distance effected by the 
Canal hus brought the East to our doors, and 
entirely changed the bases of our transactions 
with these countries. If some Rip van Winkle 
hud fallen asleep while at the head of the 
affairs, say, of a great house in China twenty 
years ago, and were to wake up to-day, he 
‘would be even more bewildered than his ‘pro- 
totype was when he descended from the 
ill mountains. He would find that all 
the old ways and most of the old firms had 
disay ‘The virtual monopolies which 
the distance between the East and West had 
established in the hands of comparatively a 
small number of firms would be found to have 
come to an end. The valuable produce of 
China aud Japan is no longer held in the 
London market until the exporter is satisfied 
as to his profit, ‘The merchant on this side is 
master of the situation, for by sending out a 
telegram he can receive in the course of six 
weeks whatever consigument he pleases in 
this country. Before the opening of the 
Canal six wionths would have elapsed, even 
with the aid of the telegraph, before such 
orders could have been executed. On the 
other hand, in the export trade from. this 
country, itis no longer the London or Man- 
chester firms which determine the price to be 
paid in the East. It is the native buyer 
operating through his bazaar or his hong, and 
in the Indian trade the native merchant may 
be said even now to be the operator on this 
sil, for Manchester goods are shipped most 
on bazaar indents—a system rapidly extend- 
ing to transactions with China. The whole 
system of business has undergone a vast 
change. Speculation is to a large extent 
eliminated, so much so that in dealing with 
the more bulky kinds of produce, the rates of 
exchange and of freight are pre-arranged with 
tite basks and shipowners or freightbrokes 
Yefore any important, operation is entered 
into, ‘The ratio of profit is, no doubt, reduced, 
but on the other hand, quick returns are the 
order of the day, so that remittance by tele. 
graph is becoming universal, and Bills of 














Exchange are employed only for purpose of 
adjusting ahaa? oP Stcount hus? ch 
trade, low prices and a rapid turn-over have 
induced an extension of trade, which, in point 
of bullk, can only be faintly estimated by the 
monetary value, inasmuch as in almost every 
article of merchandise there has been an im- 
mente depreciation of price. | Moreover, the 
variety of produce dealt in has been extended, 
and a new and valuable addition to the food 
supply of Europe and to the wealth of India 
has been found in the wheat fields of the 
latter country. It is, in fact, a new commerce 
under new conditions in which we are engaged, 
and which would not exist if it were not 
beneficial, so far as the world at large is con- 
cerned, though to some, no Goats, te my 
appear an unpleasant change from the 
ld times. "lo. whatever extent other’ in- 
fluence may have operated in this direction, 
the Suez Canal has been mainly instrumental 
in creating an era in which the civilisations 
of East and \West are brought into closer 
contact, and of which the result has already 
been a’ vast development in the producing 
powers of Europe and Asia.” 








Saw Reports. 





H.B.M.’s SUPREME COURT. 


Shanghai, Ist April, 1889. 
Before R. A. Mowat, Esq., Acting Chief 
Tustice. 
THE RECENT ROBBERY OF OPIUM FROM A 
Y. AND 0, STEAMER. 

‘The trial of the prisouer John A. Gumb, 
for the recent extensive robbery of opium 
from the P. & O. Kaisar-i-Hind was 
commenced this mor 
ship and the following jury: DO. 
Windle, F. J, Williams, Wm. Goodfellow, 
T._H. Sayle, and A. D. Lowe. 

‘Mr. H. S.’ Witxixsos, Crown Advocate, 
prosecuted. 

Mr, RE, Warxewstour appeared on 
behalf of the P. & 0. Company. The 
prisoners pleaded “not guilty.” 

The evidence has been so lately published 
when it was given in the Police Court, that 
it is not necessary to reprint it. 

Mr. Winxisso¥ having briefly stated the 

















Jottx who is the chief witness for the 
prosecution was examined at length, and 
adhered very closely to his original evi 
describing the manner in which the witness 
and Gumb, Rogers and Elders, passed out 
the opium and disposed of it.’ Rogers, he 
said, had nothing to do with the robbery 
in Shanghai, but shared the proceeds of the 
Hongkong transaction. 

Cross-examined by the prisoner Gus as 
to how he knew the prisoner went on shore 
in Hongkong he said—You told me you went 
on shore ; I'did not see you. You relieved 
me at six o'clock in the evening. My watch! 
was finished at 8 o'clock in the evening, 
you relieved me at 6 o'clock, and 1 was to! 
Telieve you again at 8. I am not positive 
that I relieved you at 6. It was about 6, 
Ie is the general rule when the ship is in 
foreign port for everyone to go to tea at 6 
o'clock. I did not say that you went to 
tes. You passed the opium up round 
Rogers’ waist, and took some more up in 
the same manner yourself. You did not go 
up from the hold when I relieved you. 

‘The Prisouer—Yes I did and if I did not, I 
would have one of the officers coming down 
to ask me why I did not. 

His Loxpsimr—I cannot see that there 
were auy of the officers about all this time. 

Cross-examination resumed—When_ we | 
came back on board there were two or three 
men-o-war's-men from the Constance in the 
cabin and you got down your banjo to 
have “a tune up.” The next night we 
took nine balls. I am aware that you had | 
money when you left England. You told | 
me that you had changed ‘some and you| 
rattled some more in your chest, and tossed | 
up a sovereign on your thumb. I think 
you changed some at Colombo. I am not 
certain that you changed any at Singa 
























ship,{by which we were liable to be changed 
from one of the Company's ships to another. 
Asa rule a single man will generally havo 
some money with him, I have seen as much 
as £15 with aquartermasteronthe Australian 
line which he earned by washing, selling 
chairs and such like things, picked up 
from the passengers. i 

‘The prisoner Gumb said he wished to 
explain that the ‘Court had all along been 
under the delusion that the men in the ship 
were all married men, which for myself 
personally Tam not.” So that it was not 
a difficult matter for him to have this 
money seen upon him by the witness. 

Cross-examina‘ion continued—Gumbstood 
us a supper at the Victoria, We had plenty 
to eat and drink, three or four bottles of 
champagne. I believed you paid for it all, 
as you ordered the supper.AI did not see you 
come back from shore in Hongkong. never 
saw more than one sovereign and some silver 
in your possession befure we got to Hong- 
kong. I do not know any way by which 
you could have earned a considerable sum 
‘of money on the voyage out. 

The witness was cross-examined by the 
prisoner as to what they had at the supper 
im the Victoria Hotel and who paid for it, 
the prisoner alleging that the whole feast 
ouly amounted to $3 which was defrayed 
amongst the company including Joll 
‘The notes which the witness saw in Gumb's 
possession were all Hongkong notes, wit- 
hess did not give prisoner any notes of his 
to mind. 

Hesny Frexcu, refrigerator engineer, 
was next sworn and stated ho had been 
five years on the ship. The refrigerating 
room is down below on the orlopdeck. He 
could not tell where the opium was stored, 
‘There ig no communication between the re- 
frigerating room and the orlop deck, except 
by the removal of the bars running from 
the bulkhead to the deck above. ‘The bars 
were about three inches apart, There 
were 50 or 60 of them. ‘They could only 
be removed with a spanner or a cold iron 
chisel to turn the nuts. On the voyage 
from Aden to Bombay he saw four of ¢! 
bars away. ‘They were removed by Cross, 
the winchman, who was second in’ charge. 
He suw Gumb go through the space, over 
to the place called the reserve in the orlop 
deck where cargo was stowed. Witness 
advised Cross not to remove the bars. 
Gumb was inside a considerable time and 
Cross went.in after. Cross put back tho 

rs. 

The prisoner strenuously denied the state- 
ment that he ever got into the orlop deck. 

Sarvex (Dong Wo) was cautioned and 
repeated his former evidence as to the 
prisoner and Jolly going to witaess’s shop 
and making some small purchases on Sun- 
day evening, 10th ult., and also changing 
twenty-seven Hongkong dollar notes for £4 
in gold. Witness gave the money to Jolly 
and an assistant paid it to Gumb. The 
prisoner Gumb returned to witness's store 
on another vccasion, and wanted more 
sovereigns in exchange for five or ten 
dollar notes, but witness had no more gold. 

Waxe Sax, Smiler’s assistant, corto: 
borated the last witness's evidence about 
the exchange of the dollars by Gumb for 
sovereigns. 

SutLex was recalled and, cross-examined 
by the prisoner as to what Bank the notes 
Were on, said one of the notes for $25 was 
not on Shanghai, but on Hongkong. 

Yeu A-Lai,’the bumboatman, who 
brought the prisoners to the opium shop 
where they disposed of the balls, was next 
examined, and deposed to the prisoner 
Elders accosting him on the Hongkew 
Bridge, and asking him to buy opium at 
$3 a ball which the prisoner said he had 
bought at home for $2. He showed wit- 
nesé a sample and later in the same day 
they—pointing to Gumb, Jolly and Elders — 
—brought him 9 balls. 

His Lonpsuur read over the Magistrate's 
note from which it ap; that. the wit- 























We sigued articles, when we joined the 


ness in the Police Court had pointed out 
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Jolly, Elders and Rogers as the men who sold 
him the opium, and the witness now said that 
he had made a mistake. The third man 
was not Rogers but Gumb. 

‘The prisoner Gumb complained of the 

y in which he had been identified on 
‘turday last. He, Elders and Rogers were 
in their ordinary clothes and were given 
numbers and ordered to stand out with the 
other inmates of the gaol who were in 
prison dress, Elders was given the 
number 3 and he (Gumb) 5. The China 
detective was standing with the present wit- 
ness and told him it was numbers 3 & 5. If 
it had not been for that the witness would 
have picked out another man. 

His Lonpsurr—If you were in your 
ordinary clothes and” the others in’ the 
prison “dress I do uot think that was a 
desirable way to proceed. ‘The jury would 
bear in mind the doubt of the witness in 
the matter of identification. 

Cuanc Ker, tailor, was cautioned and de- 
posed that four men’ of the Kaisar-i-Hind 
came to his shop on Sunday evening, 10th ult. 
‘Threo remained outside and Elders brought 
ina small piece of opium which he asked 
witness to buy, but witness said he did not 
want it. 

‘An apprentice of the last witness deposed 
to Gumb having bought clothes to the value 
of $21 and paying for the same with a ten 
dollar note, a sovereign and four dollars in 
Japanese nioney. 

n cross-examination the witness admitted 
that he did not receive the sovereign him- 
self but only the fourteen dollars. 

Wan A-4an, the keeper of the opium 
shop, was called, but owing to the difficulties 
of ein his dialect, the Swatow, 
very little was made of his evidence, except 
that o friend of his bought 25 balls of opium 
from some foreign sailors in witness's opium 
shop, for $3 a piece. 

Way A-st, who keops a fruit shop in an 
alley-way off Broadway, deposed to Elders 

oing to his shop with Yeh A-li on a Sun- 
lay afternoon about three weeks ayo aud 
offgring witness opium at €3 a ball. Witness 
aid not buy any then, but on the following 
day Elders, Jolly with Yeh A-li returni 
and witness bought 25 ballsfor $75. 
had twenty balls aud Jolly five, 

Cuaxo Kee was recalled and in reply to 
Mr. Wruxtxsos said that Gumb had paid 
him w sovereign in respect of the clothes 
purchased at witness's shop. 

Cutxc A-Foo, an assistant to the preced- 
ing witness, deposed to a foreigner showing 
him huléa ball of opium on the ship an 
asking him did he want to buy any.» Wit- 
ness Dought none, aud he could not identify 
the man again, 

Mr. H. H. Joseru, agent for the P. & 
0. Company, gave formal evidence about 
the refusal by the consignees of the two 
chests of opium, forming part of the cargo 
of the Kaisar-i-Hind. 

Mr. F, J. Ausorr, clerk in the P. & O. 
Oftice, stated that he inspected one chest of 
opium which was brought up from the hold. 
‘The chest was broken and the gunny was 
ungewn. He saw the chest opened and 
counted the balls, 1454 in number. ‘There 
should have been 1754. ‘They were counted 
toviee, on the ship and once again un the 
hulk, 

Capt. Parker, of the opium hulk Welling- 
ton, deposed to’ the manner in which the 
chests had been opened, which was done by 
prizing off the bottom’ and removing the 
iron hoops, which were put on again and 
the gunny bags were sewn together very 
cleverly. One of the chests, instead of con- 
taining 175} balls had only 614, 

Detective Joxes having given formal 
evidence of the search on the ship, 

‘Mr. Wirkixson said that concluded the 
evidence for the prosecution, 

The prisoner in reply to his Lordship 
said he ha tness to call in his defence. 

Mr, Winxrssox said that in view of this 
and also of the fact that the prisoner was 
undefended he (Counsel) would forego his 
privilege of addressing the jury. 
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The Prisoner, addressing the jury, said 
the only point upon which he had ‘to say 
anything was as to the money found in 
his possession, in explanation of which he 
said that it was customary for sailors going 
on a voyage to leave half their pay at home, 
and draw the rest when they got back. 
‘The voyage to China and back would occupy 
four months and a half which at £4 would 
make something between £17 and £18 at 
the termination of the voyage. They got 
their food while in London, and they had 
no expense beyond what they might spend 
on amusements. He himself was not 
in the habit of drinking, and it would 
not be a great thing for him to be able 
to bring away £10 or £11 on the voyage 
in case he was changed to another ship. 
On the last voyage there were two men so 
changed and they had over £17 apiece, 
which statement, if the jury desired it, 
he could prove by a witness in Court. As 
to his having & his, possession, he 
could only say that he would be very fool- 
ish if he could not have this anount. He 
was preparing to make a home and had 
brought as much money as he thought 
would do him, and it was very likely that 
if a man knew he would get more dollars or 
rupees in certain ports than in others that 
he would exchange his money there, and 
besides he wanted to buy some things, 
clothes, ete., which could be purchased in 
Shanghai cheaper than in England, and 
he also lent one or two of the men money 
on the voyage, amongst others Meaden £2 
which he was to pay on the passage back. 
This was how he accounted for having the 
money which the witness saw in his posses- 
sion. 
His Loxpsure in charging the jury said 
the evideuce was in the first place that of 
Jolly, and if he was to be believed the case 
was made out against the prisoner. But it 
was the duty of the judge to tell the jury 
that the evidence of an accomplice was not 
to be taken as conclusive unless it was corro- 
Vorated in some material particular, and 
it would not be proper to convict the 
accused on the evidence of Jolly alone 
though in strictness they could convict upon 
it. “His Lordship then briefly reviewed 
Meaden’s evidence as to his seeing the 
prisoner counting out $120 after leaving 
longkong, which his Lordship con- 
sidered called for some explanation, 
This money the prosecution said was the 
proceeds vf the sale of opium which had 
wen stolen the night before in Hongkon; 
while the prisoner tried to explain it awa 
by saying it was not unusual for men in his 
position to have a good deal of money with 
them, though at one time he called attention 
to the fact that it was usual formen in his 
position to put it in a bank, which his Lord- 
ship regarded as the most natural thing 
todv. But his Lordship regarded it as a 
very suspicious thing that the very day after 
leaving Hongkong the prisoner should be 
found counting this money, and Meaden 
said he saw no money in his possession 
before that. Ifthe jury did not consider 
that the prisoner had explained it away 
it would be a circumstance which would 
take them some way, if not altogether, 
to the conclusion that the prosecution 






















prisoner stole this opium. It. really was 
a question of the possession by the pri- 
soner of a cousiderable sum of money, 
which was so very suspicious that the pro- 

sution asked them to believe he only got 
it in consequence of the theft. The Chinese 

itnesses were not very satisfactory, one of 
the jurymen was pointed out by the bum- 
boatman as being an accomplice in the 
sale of opium, and one made a mis- 
take in the identity of one of the accused 
in the Magistrate's Court which he after- 
wards corrected. The evidence of Smiler, 
who seemed to be perfectly innocent in 
the matter and clean-handed throughout, 
—which could not be said of Yeh A-lai, 
and the man who bought the opium—was 
that the prisoner bought some things in 














his shop, and changed Hongkong notes for 
sovereigns. But if the prisoner had ex- 

Jained his possession of the money sati 

ctorily there would not be suficient com 
boration for the jury to convict him, merely 
on the evidence of the accomplice, who 
was on his own showing, quite as bad him- 
self. 

The jury then retired and after a shortab- 
sence feturned and through their foreman, 
Mr. Wintle, asked what explanation could 
the prisoner give for having $120 in Hong- 
kong notes in Hongkong, 

is Lonpsmr—I am bound to say it is 
not at all clear that they were Hongkong 
notes. All the Chinese witness could say 
was that they were not Shanghai notes. 

‘Mr. Witxrysox said he desired to point it 
out in case it might be overlooked, that the 
prisoner could not be asked any questions. 

His Lorpsmir allowed the prisoner to 
give his explanation, 

The prisoner said he got the notes in 
exchange at Singapore. They were not 
Hongkong notes, but on the London and 
Australia bank, ‘or a bank of some such 
name, and they were dificult to change in 
Shanghai. 

The jury again retired and after a brief 
consultation returned with the verdict of 
“Not guilty.” 

‘The Accused—Thank you, gentlemen, 
thank you, your Lordshiy 

His Lordship then ordered the prisoner 
to be discharged. 

2nd April, 


one of the 








The prisoner Thomas Ro; 
quartermasters of the P. & Kaisar-ie 
‘ud was indicted this morning for being 
concerned in robbery of opium, part of the 
cargo of the said Vessel, under circums- 
tances already before the public. 

The following Jury were enyanellod to 
try the case :—Messrs. D, Silas, Thos. Boyd, 
Wm Bell, Augustus White, and W, Cope. 

Mr. H. 8. Witxrysox, Crown Advocate, 
who prosecuted, having described the cir- 
cumstances of the robbery, called 

. A. Jouty one of the accomplices in 
the theft who repeated his former evidence, 
the part concerning the present prisoner, 
being that the witness, Gumb and the 
prisoner, carried up several balls of opium. 
round their waists and that Rogers also 
carried up a bag containing 50 balls. 
Witness and the prisoner passed all the 
opium out by a line through a port on the 
port side of the vessel, and Rogurs, Gumb 
and witness afterwards shared the proceeds 
of the robbery, $120, witness and Rogers 
each receiving $35. ‘This was the robbery 
in Hongkong. 

Crossexamined by the prisoner :—You 
did go into the hold on one occasion, in 
Hongkong. It was about twenty minutes 
past six o'clock in the evening. 

Frank MeAapex, another of the quarter- 
masters, repeated hisformerevidence, naine- 
ly that he saw Jolly and Gumb lower a ba] 
through witness's rt while he (witness) 
was lying in his bunk. Rogers kept his 
chest in witness's cabin. 

Mr. H. H. Joseru and Capt. Parker 
were next called and repeated their previous 
evidence. 

Detective Joxzs was then called and 























asked them to form,—namely that the|stated that he was present in the Police 


Court when the prisoner in reply to the 
Magistrate, to the Vest of witness's recollec- 
tion, said he was guilty of the robbery in 
Hongkong, but knew nothing about’ the 
robbery in Shanghai. 

His Lorpsutr said the Magistrate's note 
agreed with the witness's statement on this 
point. 

‘This closed the case for the prosecution, 
and Mr. Wilkinson said he would not 
address the jury as the prisoner was not 
“ere pi ly to his Lordshi 

e joner in reply to his i 
said he had nothing ie wy. = 

His Loxpsmir in summing up said the 
evidence against the prisoner was first that 











of an accomplice, a person who was as much 
a thief as the accused, if the latter should 
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to be one. It was the rule as stated 

y the Crown Advocate in opening the 
case, that while the jury were at liberty to 
convict upon the uncorroborated evidence 
of an accomplice they were always recom- 
mended not to do so. The evidence of an 
accomplice should always be looked upon 
with suspicion, for it would be in his 
power toscreen another accomplice whom he 
wished to soreen and bring about the con- 
Vistion ofa perfectly innocent person against 
whom he had an ill will, and therefore 
unless they had corroborative evidence 
they ought not to convict upon the evidence 
of an accomplice. His Lordship then pro- 
ceeded to review the evidence of 
Meaden and referred to the accused's 
own admission before the magistrate whose 
note agreed with Detective Jones's state- 
ment that the accused pleaded guilty to 
the robbery in Hongkong, but not to the 


robbery in Shanghai. If the Jury found 
the prisoner's own statement and Meaden’s 
evidence sufticiently corroborative of Jolly’s 





story they would convict him, if not, they 
should acquit him. 

‘The Jury then retired and after a few 
minute's absence returned with a verdict of 
“Guilty.” 

Sentence was deferred. 


The trial of the third prisoner Wm. 
Elders was proceeded with in the afternoon, 
the, following being the juty :—Messrs, 
Bed. Morrisy Hy. Morriss, fH. Maitland, 
E, Waller and A. Wilson. The prisoner 
pleaded not guilty. 

‘The witness Jouuy again repeated his 
story of the robbery and sale of the opium 
here, in the course of which he said that 
Gumb, the prisoner and he went ashore 
on Sunday morning, and the prisoner took 
half a ball of opium into Chang-kee's store. 
This was between 6 and 8 o'clock in the 
evening. 

Cuana-KeEE was called and stated that 
the prisoner brought a small ball of opium 
into witness's shop on the day mentioned, 
ant wanted to oot bos opium to witness 
who, however, did not buy any. ‘This was 
about 11 o'clock in the morning. 

‘The last witness's assistant was called 
and said that it was half-past 11 in the 
forenoon when the foreigner came to his 
master’s store with the opium, and he called 
and took it away about Lo’clock. He could 
not identify the foreigner again. 

While the witness: seen his evidence, 
Chang Kee who was in the end of the court 
interrupted, and one of the jurors(Mr. S. J. 
Morris) said he was telling the witness what 
to say. 

Yeu A-zat, the bumboatman, identified the 
prisoner as having shown witness a sample 
of opium on Hongkew bridge and telling 
him hehad 400 balls which he wanted witness 
to buy. Witness took the prisoner and his 
two companions to an opium den, the pro- 
prietor of which, a Swatow man, purchased 
9 balls for $27. The prisoner produced the 
opium and received the money. 

Cross-examined by the prisoner—It was 
three or four o'clock when I saw you on the 
bridge, with tho two other foreigners. Iam 
quite sure it was you who showed me the 
piece of opium. 

Toa Juror—The prisoner had the nine 
balls of opium in his clothes or his pockets. 
‘The prisoner gave witness $1 and the man 
who had twenty balls of opium also gave! 
him $1, Each ball was wrapped up ina 
separate piece of paper. 

Re-examined—The nine balls were all 
‘small balls. 

Wan-a-sv, the owner of a fruitshop off| 
Broadway, who was examined yesterday, 
was called to corroborate the evidenceof the 
last witness about the prisoner going to his 
shop aud offering opium for sale and show- 


ing witness half a ball. 

To a Juror-—It was after 3 o'clock when 
the prisoner came to my shop with the half 
ball of opium. 





Formal proof of the ownership of the 
stolen opium and the refusal of two chests, 
was given by Mr. Joseph. 

‘To a Juror (Mr. Morriss)—The ship was 
made fast by 10 a.m. To another jaror—I 
cannot tail het dimik:the seen Ould go ca. 
shore. 

‘Capt. Pannen was then called and having 
been sworn said :—Can I put a question to 
the jury? 

His Lonpeue—No. 

Witness—Are you satisfied’ that all the 
members of the jury are British subjects ? 

His Lornsurr—We cannot go into that 
question now. 

‘The witness than repeated his evi 
as to one of the chests of opium which he 
was called upon to examine, having been 
broken open and 114} balls extracted. 

‘The prisoner then addressed the Jury at 
some length, with the object of showing that 
it was a case of mistaken identity on the 

of the Chinese, and th: 

en further than the Victoria Hotel for 

a drink in the morning with Rogers and 

the others, and did not again leave the ship 

till half past seven in the evening, when he 

went in company with Rogers to the Inter- 

national Hotel and remained there till half 
past eleven. 

His Lorpsurr said he could call Rogers 
as a witness, if he chose. 

‘Tuomas Rocexs was then sworn and said 
when they arrived in Shanghai they made 
fast about 10 o'clock a.m. When they made 
fast Gumb, Jolly, the prisoner, and witness 
went ashore to the Victoria Hotel to have a 
drink, about 10 o'clock and came back to the 
ship about 12 o'clock, having first stopped to 
speak to a man belonging to the Glenfintas. 

‘wo men-o-war's-men came on board and 
asked witness and the prisoner to show them 
around the ship, wih they did after which 
they had dinner and spent the evening, 
till about four o'clock, in the manner de- 
scribed by Elders. Witness took the men- 
war's men down to show them the engine 
room about 4 o'clock and was down about 
three quarters of an hour. When he came uy 
he saw the prisoner on deck. The men-of- 
war’s-men then went ashore, and about half- 
past seven o'clock witness and the prisoner 
also went ashore and met them at the In- 
ternational Hotel, where Gumb and Jolly 
afterwards joined them. They remained 
there together till they returned to the 














ship after 11 o'clock. 
ross-examined by Mr. Wiuxrxsox— 
The prisoner was not out of the Victoria 


‘Hotel all the time they were drinking there. 

His Lonosute in charging the jury, said 
the evidence in the first place was that of 
the accomplice Jolly, and his Lordship had 
had occasion to remark already to-day that 
it was not safe to convict upon the uncor- 
roborated evidence of an accomplice, and 
the jury ought not to do so. His Lordship 
then proceeded to review the evidence fer 
the prosecution pointing outthe discrepancy 
between the evidence of Jolly and Chang 
Kee, the tailor, as to the hour when Elders 
went to the latter’s shop to try to sell the 
opium. His Lordship also said that he 
was a little struck as to how a Chinaman 
was able to identify, so well, # foreigner 
whom he had only seen once or twice 
before. 

The Jury without retiring found a verdict 
of “not guilty,” and his Lordship ordered 
Elders to be discharged. 

The prisoner Rogers was then put for- 
ward to receive sentence, and in reply to 
his Lordship said that he had only once 
been in a court before he came to Shanghai 
and when he was in the Magistrate's Court, 
he pleaded guilty not knowing what to say. 

_His Lorpsuir said he had no doubt in 
his own mind of the prisoner's guilt. It 
struck him in the case that there seemed to 
be a great laxity, on the part of the ofticers 
of the vessel in Hongkong—want of super- 
vision over the hold where this valuable 
cargo was opened. 

Mr. Wirxinsow said that if there had 
been the opportunity he had no doubt that 





evidence could have been given with regard 
to the custom on this point. 

His Lorpsuiv said it certainly seemed 
extraordinary to him, that when the told 
containing this valuable cargo was opened 
that the nien could go down and take away 
a large number of balls of opium, and no 
one know anything about it, which seemed 
to his Lordship, like exposing the men to - 
very great teniptation : 

Mr. Waisewnicut said that as he re- 
presented the P. & 0. Company rather 
specially he might say something in re 
ference to his Lordship’s remarks. There 
had been no evidence pro or con on the 
point. If he remembered right the officer 
was on deck in charge of the cargo and his 
duty was to check it, but the actual hand- 
ling of the cargo was in the hands of the 
meu. As he understood it one witness 
said they were just going out of the hold 
because it was the officer's dinner hour, 
from which he inferred they were going oub 
to allow the hold to be locked up. 

His Lorpsuir said that one would infer 
that the hold where such valuable cargo was 
stored would have been already locked up, 
with the same care as the bullion room was: 
closed. 

‘Mr. Warsewricut said that no evidence 
had been given on the point because it was 
not thought necessary to detain the ship 
and the officers to do so, and besides they 
had confidence in these men who were in 
& position of trust. 

is Lonpsuir again expressed his opinion 
that it was a most extraordinary thing that 
eighty or a hundred balls of opium could be 
dragged out of a chest, Ce ee ‘up on 
deck without being seen, and it had not 
pbeen explained, It would have been 
another thing if the cargo had been 
coals, pig iron, or shirtings, and he 
certainly ‘thought it was exposing the 
men to temptation which he should to 
some extent take into account when dealing 
with the prisoner, thowgh it was no ex: 
cuse for the robber He would also take 
into consideration’ that the prisoner had 
been honest enough to plead guilty in the 
Court below. It was a very serious offence, 
his Lordship need not tell him, of which 
he had been convicted, and as’ had been 
just remarked the prisoner was in a posi- 
tion of trust and his employers had a 
right to expect he would act honestly by 
them. He hud acted instead in a most 
dishonest way and exposed them to very 
Targe pecuniary loss, and his Lordship 
sentenced him to six months’ imprisonment 
with hard labour. 

















Person cured of 
Deafness and noises in the head of 
23 years’ standing by a simple remedy, will 
send a description of it rnxe to any Person 
who applies to Nicxozsox, 21, Bedford 
Square, London, W.C., England, 
28se 8 
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classes of goole during the week, stimulated somewhat by the ailvices 

oods moving off more freely a8 the weather becomes more 
especially best makes, and very high prices are 
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“Oloths are lvoking up wing t 
atealily heo ming larger, but there is sti many Iipor 
embrace auch articles ax Sheeting tivel; 
to return from Newchivat wa they bring 





pe 
re taking place, and, ‘atheagh prices de 
Ningpo is decided'y quieter, w most effect on Heavy Shirtings, 
t for last month, according to private telegrams, is heavier than might have been expected, but still is lean than last 
ion yards of Plsin Cottons to Hongkong aut China (against 43 million yards last year), and 2,800 and 1,000 bales of 
‘Yarn respectively Imports deolarsd thie week by the Custom are very large 
Grey Shirtings,—8.4-Ih».—The sales this week aggregate fully 50,000 pirces, a considerable quantity ‘to arrive” of the finer 
unlticn, Beiaee paid bare hanna follons — Ble Blophont 146, Nal, Goo T1515, Bue Cline Homan ¥1.84, Blue Two anchor 
5°4. Green Dragon and Bell $1.56, Lion and Spenr No. 100 $1.57, Blve 3 Men £1.608, Ked Dragon $1.82, Red Pagoda X1.71 (nel), 
Gron’s Ponies, Bit Bemhoo aud Ket Wheaten 81 12), Blue Jove, Red Stiy aul Five Boyn F170. Three Leye SUT. blue Tes Onde 
DDD ¥.79, Seven Bow (wew cloth) 1.83}. Hand and. ranch $1.90, Ulue Dragon No. \ $1.95, aud Bive Two Tew’ ¢ ally $1.97/98. 
‘Tho market in firmer all round and 1g for the best makes. All auction chops exhibit an improvement, e 
common 
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es of the former weight have bi 
1d being limited. 

made to extent of 30,00) pirc~s this week, partly * to arrive,” and at ahout previous quotations, 
een Stay $1.91 and Juhu Bull $2 024, Woman and Bort $2.03, Blue Flag 42.125 and 
ier weighte, Silver Plate €: bit F223, Blue Butterfly X2.974 and Red Star TNL W244, 
p rather weaker, but other 

prices current Inst week is all that lias been done, the market, however, is 
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‘At auction tise 10-Ibs. goods ln 


“[2-be,—A few sinall steady for the 








are in demand at firm rates, and sales of some 15,009 pirces have tra 

6 for Gold 3 Men, ¥1 22 for Lue Sewy, $193} Tor Siloer Dragon King, and 32.02) for old Dray fee vet ot 

Dragon No. 100, 32.051 & for No. 3, $2.06 for Blue Chinu Womun and ¥2.32h for No. 900, Vnglazed goods 

tthe glezed kinda have 

T-Cloths,—7-lbs.—It is difficult to e>timste thn salen that have taken place, bat we do not think the quantity ix very extensive, although 
‘several chops have changed hands, sny—Rel Gullopping Hore $1.07. Blue Rhinoceros aud Gold 3 Men E118, Blue Horse 1.23, 
Bue Dragon and Flag $25, Blac Drogon and Shickt £1.26} aut Red Tiger ¥1.29%. "Che demaui i better for good Mexican batt 


1 difficult to move. 
maie of Bive Fisk and Black Dray nt £0.90 and Red 2-Lion aml Flay at $0.91. 
in prices are paid fo r are neglected, Blue Spur at F158} and Blue 
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Drille eigtik thers te mare barely 
¥2,224 fo KX, F 75 for Kvoug-sing Bew 
‘Ame work in'thear makes abou’ 6,000 pirors bi 





Two Stag. $2 674 for Stark Lion, the othe. 
Boott Cock st $2924 tone 1 per cout, ix alg rey A Cent 
Toans.—Luylish,—The market is firm and Tuiwo Blue Stay bre sold at $1. ath. lu Dutch makes a sale is published of 3,20) pi 
‘Blue Hagle mt $1.70, 
Bheetings.—Buvlish.—A few forced sales have heen maile at very poor prices, namely $2.17} for Knight and Lion 
Bowe Sing. Old Man Head have been taken egria to a small extont at $2,525 and Crocodile at 2 65, but 
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standard chops— 
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natn, adden Hond F209 net na (Appleton Lin F275 ue", 
1. Sand ¥2.55 for No, 17. ‘The demand is uot strong and Linporter 
cotton Yarn.—Lnylinl. 










and sales am 
514, and ught E514. 
No. 16-., 1,038 Hind, Bonbay United and Prince of Wulex 857, Lakmiduss $514, Oriental Tardew 58, 
Greaves Cotton Co.'s new chops $58}, David F58p, F. Petit (Wish) Uetit (Sun) '¥59/59] aud BD. Sassoon Dragon $604/603. 
No. 20+,, 589 baler—Memnington ¥574, Alfied S574, Albert £8}. Svs. Greaves T5$, Connaught ¥60}/60} aud Gs euves Cotton Co.'s 
now chops 2594/80, according to asrortment. 
Very little has been reported in this department bi inuing to be chietly in epecinlitios under indents, partioulars 
kept private—Jurkry Reds are -alexble in small lots at former rates. Velvets have been sold at auction again 
find show a fractional decline, but it is only favourite chops that sable at all. Olfors for Musling are avill very low and no 
reported, Sales have been made of Brocudes on private termi, but old atocks of Prints aud Dyed Goods are as diftioult, 


Scarlet have declined but 
A few have eon sold privately at 'F9.75 for 






















nt to record, Camlets Varely maintaining t 


little oF = improv 
Oranye and Green are alo in favour at p 


Dark Blue and Gentian better. 






















Fish chop, assorted, and ¥15.50 for WWW Dark Blue, Long Ells are stendy only. the demand being very slack at the mount, Lastings 
declined to-day ion, but privately JM No. 12 asleablo '¥8.30. Spanish Striper wre wer ‘the public sales 
fractionally lower, excopt Dark Blue xwi Gen 10 eli at preent, ftatan Clothe ate in ne demand aud 





realise low prices at auction, In Russian Cloth the 


Metals and Miscellaneou: d 3 Inactivity is ® characteris 
with the exception 42 of avy mportanee to n 
Leap is weak, for the moment, 50 tous Euthoven were put at auction and 
bought in at F453. 
Pic [nox as 
tron Wine. 








feature of the general market, and 












A parcel of 50 to 
NALLRUD.—Nothing doing. 
ere are no stocks in foreign hand confined to retail sales among natives 
reported adv: market is fir 1. Sales are :—50 ton 
Old Boiler Piates, **to 

20 x Maud If x 10, 





4 Indent order 
New Boiler Plate 







SreKL.—Nothing doin 
SPELTER.—Basiness has heer done ft in W.H. at $5.50 to 6.00, 
‘Srrarts Tix at 'F 28 70 for Fok-chok, and £27.40 for So 
Corr+r SHEATHING.—A sale of 50 cases, 16/24 oz, “to 
Yevrow Marat SHEATHING —Some 120 cases, 16 to 13 02. 
Zixc SusaTnixe. 
JAPAN COPPER. — 
Wane Metat axp Nici 
‘Marertes.—Prices for Vie 
Wixpow GL4ss.— Offers for goods 
Nexoves.—Tl absence of imyortaut demand, i 
aud 3/0, Betweens, at £: silver-eyed, Phaeutx ‘ebop, at $73, and 10 cxser, e 
Betweens, at ‘$59. x 
Dyes asp Couours —The demand continues very slack, aud there disposition shown to operate iu large parcels. Sales 
roported are :—2,000 tins, ea, S oz. Eusine, Woman Chop at 253 cands, 2,000 tins, ex. § oz. Violet, Boys Chop at 122, 5,000 tins, ea, 8 
oF, Scarlet Bied ‘Chop at 18}, 500 tins, ex, 8 oz, Violet, Woman Chop at 17, 10,000 hots. ea. 2 oz. Crystal Green, Horse Chop at 14 cand., 
ots. ea, 2 oz, Powder Green Horse Chop at 5 eand., 20,000 bots., ea. 2 oz. Mageuta Horse Cuop at 6} caud., 6,000 bot 
Emerald G 1. Ssork, at $23. 












kong. 
reported at 18. 
ve been bouk -d at £16.25 to F16.50. 

















are now reported at £15 to X16, 
accumulation of stocks, 


t that rate. 
Sales reported are :—10 eases No, 2/0 
250 Mille, No. 2/0, 3/0 and 1/9, 




























te 100 cases, ea. L pic., 
Se fe b noted under this heading is:—50 cases No. 6, Common, at 25.50, avd 20 cases No. 7, at ¥29, 

‘UMBRELLLS are largely overstocked, aud deliveries are very uusntisfactory. Small ‘parcele of 12 ribe, Ulack Alpaoas, have Leu 
made at 34,90, 
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Woores Buankers.—Remain dull and neglected. 
‘Sreaury CanDLes.—Sales of 9 oz. have been made to some extent at £1.47}. 
FLANNEL, —Nothing -'oing. 
Haxpgnecuters axp Towsts —There not is much doing io these liner, and tales can only be effeted at « couosesion in prioe. 
Some 3,000 dozen Huck, 29x 15, new pattern, ws ld at 30 aude, 
Liama Brar.—Prices are lower, and sales of a jobbing character. 
Kerosene Oil.—Prices are highs noted in the consuming demand. Sales reported are 10,000 cases Devoes, 
rive” per Monarch, at $1.62 ; 20,000 cares Devoes, M rch shipment, at 21.55; about 20,00 o ob” at rates ranging 
from ‘¥1.62 up to £1.67, aud 5,000 cases Russiau Oil at £1.51. ‘The Budsworth arrived from Batoum ou the 3cd instant with come 


50,000 
.- Malwa (new) 415, (old) $450, Patna (new) £390, Benares (new) $350. 


EXPORTS, 
Loudon telegrams quote Silk—Dutl. De f Chinas for March 1,300 bi 
‘av lagt recorded, aud, Veyoud a fair enquiry for Yellow silks, there is 































je & Burkill Circular 
ket remaius in the same du!l state 










very little bu 


‘The Nort e, and imports for the week include nearly 3,000 piculs of Wild Silke, thereby 


are reported of Buffalo No, 4 at £357} and of some Gold Kilin at $3323 por 


commenced to 
of all dercsiption 
e going forward, 8 








picul. 
Haxactows,—No stock. 
‘TaysaaMs.— Purchases of 50 bales White and Green Kabi are reported at quota! 
Yi Luow SiLks.— About 130 bales have been settled at $290 a 302} for Sheutung Skeine, at $280 for Mienchow, at T2374 for 
Fooyung and at $240 for Wong 
Arivale, au per Customs Returns, from the 28th March to 3:d April are about 300 bales of White Ske, 55 pious of Yellow Silke 
‘and 30 piculs of Waste Silke, 
Re-reeis.—About 150 bs of Filatures and Re- 














re expected to xo forwards by to-morrow’s mail for tho Stater, 
Wi Six: ioned above, uearly 3,000 piculs have arrived from the North, of which over 1,000 piculs have been 
contracted for. ‘The market bas not yet been opened. Holders are asking ¥130 for good cargo. 
Wasre SILKS,—Smnall purchases Lave been made at $1074 fur Fiue Gum aud at $80 for Co: 


Suanroxo Poxazss. 

Purch Jude :—T'sarLzes.—Buffalo 1V at $357}, Gold Kilin at $3324. Taysaan.—White Kahings, Gold Lion Tinghow 
vd Flower I at $320, ditto ditto IL at #305. Yutow Si.x.—Shantung at $290/302}, Mienchow at 

$240, Re-REELED TSATLER.—Market I at $380, ditto II at $370, 


1888-99. 1887-88. . 1865.86, 1884-85, 1883-84. 
500 











Gum Nos, 1 and 2, 










$380, Green Kahings, Al 
Fooyung at 2374, Wongy 










































500 1,000 bales, 
52,500 52,000 54,000 a 
4,500 5.500 4,250 
37,000 37,500 58,250 
iusive of pure market. 
Totai op India & Egypt, Const & Straits, Grand 1 
34,195 258 1,056 39 760 
4,777 1,812 310 6,961 
5,331 i &e 5,390 5) 
44,303 1,426 82,111, 
Ayainat in 1887-98... 44,038 1,679 51,9194, 
+1 1886-87. 45,285 1,228 1,175 62,777 
Export—Waste Silk ., 33,174 3 121 33,435 piculs, 
1» Cocoous 5,691 60 a 804, 





pi 

aleo 904 piculs Old Silk Wadding to London 
. » UB, ” to Continent, 

Bow. —Brsck.—No business reported 

‘Sock, —6,000 balf-chests against 4,000 half-chests in 1887-1888, 

Gnees.—Market closed, 








RXPOKT OF TEA FEOM SHANGHAI AND YANGTZR PORTS, 





From the commencement of the senaon to date, 
1588-89. 1887-88. 
Black, Green. Total. Black, Oreen. Total. 


45,899,466 Ibe. 6,270,395 Ibe, 52,169,861 Ibe, 51,721,504 Ibe, 8,080,146 the, 59,801,650 Ibs, 
2207,604:478 4, vs 17,604,478 12,019,023 yy 12,019,023 4, 
Am 4,042,320, 14,439,950 5, 18,482.270 4:309,463 }, 14,810,009 ,, 19,119,472 5. 
Shaves —The business of the » eek comp: hoi Bank shares at 135 per cent. preinium and’ New '0.B,C, gold 
warrants at £103, exchange 4/1 a Tuye at $150; French Gas shares at £150; China Firoe at $325 
Pootuug Docks at $81 and 84; Shangh: id Hongkew Wharf share Birt's Wharf shares at $30 and 314 ; Co-operative 
Cargo-lonte at $45; Shanghai Waterworks’ at £29, exchange 4/14, at 19; Perak Sugars at ¥17, Hall & Holtz 
shares at $29, aud §neridan Mines at $210, 2124 and 215 for cash, and 235 for 3st July. 
i during the week, ‘There has been only s small business in Sterling ‘and 


Exchange—Owi 
2 mace, equal to about 7} per cent. por annum. Bar silver is 423. Council drafte were 


Rapovs for the mail, 
allotted at 1/47, for deafte at 1/4,9, for transfers, and « further allotwneut is reported at 1, over the latter quotation, 


Great Bril 






























Datty Quorations. 
(From Messrs, Morriss & Ferguson's Weekly Circular.) 





Os Loxpos. France. — | New Yor. | 
-—— Hoxa- 


Docty. 4 m/s, | KOS 








Transfers. Bauk 4 





7 
| Uredite 4 m/a| Dosty, 4 





oe eatin —| 


Lovet iahet tases Wel |towets Mii fares Hignet| tave Mich | 


| 
4.2) | 4.2) 4.25 [5.34/5.97 5.94/5.37] 903 i 273 | 3004 
| 












































$24) 428 499 [532595 53535) 918 273 | 3024 
42 | 423 4.3% |5.32/5.35 5 3: ig 28 | 3024 
ay, dts 49f | 40p  4.2h 15.32/5.35 5.32/5 siis7t | B7y | 3088 
Friday, 5th 425! 4.29 4.25 15.39/5.35 539/5.36| 974/973 | Te | 32H 
SALES, 
Auotione for the week ending 4th April comprised the following Good ‘ sit 
respond orrespanding 
For the week, Previous week," WEryeart For the week, Previous week, "fant gear 
Grey Shirtinge......18,260 por. against 15,310 pes. and 39,965 por. | Velveta 120 per. ageiust 120 por, and "30 pes, 
White Shictings .... 9.120 ,, 5, 8940, ., 6,210 , | Velveterne . Fs mo + 
noe 2,400, ” iat, bo usual 
mow 965 4, » 1,180, 55 1,410 pea, 
no» 460 ” 440 4, 5 500, 
‘Sheetinge, noo 550 620 4, 940 
Tarkey Reds noon 40 5, 918 852 
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At Ne-kee, 30th ulto. PIECE GOODS. 
Cotton Camlets.—10 pieces ; Aan Horse and Speur, Scarlet ¥6.79. 
Cotton Long Elis.—20 pieces ; 7o Dragon, Sevslet $3.11. 
Black Italian Cloth.—£0 pieces; 7ico Dragon $3.10 and Two Man $3.53. 
Velvets.—s2.n, Buck, 60 pieces; House ¥0.143 per yard. 

‘AE Bueh-le lat inat— 
Cotton Spanish Stripes.—48 pieces ; Stag, Gentinn £0,20.2, Scarlet $0.19}, 
Velvets.—22in, Black, Sin-wo Woman £0.12 35. 

,—12-1be,—320 pices ; Rampant Horse $2.35}/37. 


500 pieoss ; Silver Steamboat £1.273/28}. 
; Blue Large Eagle $1.373/383, Man Horse and Spear £1.44}, Silver Steamboat 1.584 and Blue Dragon 
¥1.78/783 


“Cloths. —7 tbs.—2,100 pieces ; Man Horse and Spear MT. No. 2 ¥1,18}/183, do. No. 1 ¥1.98, Silver Steamboat 1,37/372, 
and Silver Drogon S1.474/479 
B-lbe—1,440 pieces; Man Horse and Spear M.T. No. 2 1.35}, do. No, 1 ¥1.48}/482, Silver Steamboat ¥1.613/614 and 
Sitorr Dragon 31'683/683 


Grey Shirtings.—5-1b.—500 pieos 5/924. 
-lbs,—700 pieces ; Red Peacock $1.21}, and Black Tea Caddy XX $1.27}, 
Hue 2 Duck $1.54}, Blve Bell $1,774, and Blue Tea Caddy DDD #1.783/78}. 
Red Orab 2.03304, Blue Crab $2,05/033, Blue Tea Caddy XX ¥2,073/08, and Blue Tea Caddy 


11-lbs.—250 pieces ; Blue Bell $2.293/31. 

White Shirtings.— O4-r0ed, £00 piers Rut Tea Cady ¥1.504/13. 
a, 242 pieces ; Gold Tea Cuddy ¥1.943. 

78 pieces ; Queen D No. 55 £1.81, 65 ¥1.904, 75 £1.98, 85 ¥1.93, 45 F1.944, 125 ¥2.094, 132 ¥2.264, and 96 F2.564. 
7-ton.—350 piece ; Bln Tea Caddy 21.342. 

8-1bs.—-300 pieces ; Red Tea Caddy T1 

At Troong-gee-loong, same day, 
Grey Shirtings.— 

8.4-lbe,—750 pieces; Red me 21.56 /563. 

‘ 300 pieces ; Red Rhinoceros #2.073/08. 

White Shirtings.—90 pieces ; Gold Three Crown F1.91]. 
White Irishes.—100 pieces ; Blue 2-Man $2.30. 


noon— 
Grey Shirtings.—6-! 100 pieces; 7wo Man F0.993, ant Blue 3-Stud-nts FI. 
7-ths, —1,350 pi Blue Britannia ¥1.293/30, Blue 4-Sister $1.968/363, and Biue 3-Studente $1.47. 

8.4-lbs.—3,560 pivcon; House $1,434/44, Blue Britannia %1 40}, Blue 4-Sister 1.60/60, Blue 3-Studente 1.60}/603, 
Blue Dowdle Shield ‘$1.663/663. Five Brother ¥1.81}/813, and Paivted 3-students ¥1 80. 

10-Ihs.—2,200 pieces Blue Britannia $1,922, Red do, $2.04, Red 3-Students $2.033/10, Red Emperor's Birthday (mildewed) 
2.06, and Red 4-Sinter F2.213/22. 

10 12-Ibs.—450 pieces ; Gold Britannia ¥2.34/351. 

1-lbs.—7 Puinted 3-Students $2.414/423. 


08 § Soldier $2.45, 
White Shirtings.—64 reel, 4.350 pices; House bright ‘F1.54}, and dall 21.513/53}, Blue Double Lighthouse bright 
G04, and dull ¥1,531/55}, Blue Slag F1.774. and Black ond Gold 3-Students ¥1.789. 

2-reed,—3,360 pieces ; White and Gold 3-Students $1.99, Red Two-Sister ¥1.98}/983, Red Double Lighthouse bright ¥2.014/012, 
Wied nt Gold Star bright $2 204, duit $3.24, 
= T-lls,—480 pieces ; Blue Lion F123, and Red Double Shield £1,233. 

H ion $1.89, Bagle XX T1.513/358, and Painted 3-Stulente 1.763. 
00 oe Beck Ficg Che/ $1.06), Brvensia ¥2.504, and Old Mun Herd ¥2.06%/00). 
ng Deer 82.1 

ion and Cloud $2.21}, ani Old Man Head $2.57}. 
‘Troo Squirrel 1,884/89. 

































Red Pencock $0.923/ 





10-1hs. —1,250 pieces 
DDD $2 22/22). 






























































































































































WOOLLENS. 
Avetion— pevenceclene el oe 10h. alivhitelearptel Black. "22" stauve. | ath 
paint | pa 
The a a | Ve, ite, | Te, 
bulk, | 
Lpyd! Oder | 0.42.3 | exques 046 042.65" 0424 osse| oa | ca 
Salen, pow... 156 | i 6 | 6 
Ea mth a 0.397 | ea | Ost 
. Fim al a8 | I 6 i |i" | 190 
Lovg ENl:, Sea Hl | 
Suen | | 120 
Litings, No, 9 
Si j 9 
; | | : 
Sales, pos, ...| i | |: - 60 
Un. Oth No, I Sioric | 
Sales, poa, .. : | 1 54 
F-Wwo, 3d inet, i 
in Horae,p.p. | 881 
Sales, p | | 10 200 
t HDT. if 
, vor. | : | 7 160 
BY. C'ths, Cock 50,006 o.674 
} 6 30 
0.40.1 | 0.41.6/41. 7 
| 194 
| | f 
| to.aryy4ey 10.224/2741 10.20/223 | 10.575 | 10.85/874 | 10.175 9.924/35, 10.95 
Se | oe Sy wo! 20} 20 | 600 
10592) | 10.25 | he 3 
9.994 lno.cryyo0 | S344 ao.difSs | ais | ois | © 
. .073/20 | 9.97 ; 5 | 10. 
0 : 6 | 20 10 | 10 300 
| | i 1 | yg 
| 8.624 + 9.05/10 
260 40 | 300 
| | 1574 
i 3 
0. 
| 120° | 196 
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Statement of Imports and Deliveries of Cotton and Woollen Piece Goods for the week ending 3rd April, 


1889, compiled from the ‘Customs Daily Returns,” Nos. 70 to 75, both numbers inclusive. 
| - = 


RueKxrorns axp vine Destinations, 

















Goons, 











465 2,471 
6,070 3,075 7,785, 





8,060 “65 
bse i 3,690 900 
} 3,615, 525 

i sea) 1600 100. 
3012 600 
7,240 3,100 
972 50, 


“Yoo 





Printed 
Printed 
Yurkey Red Shirtings 
Velvet 





i 
Cotton Yarn, 

re Eng 
Spanivh Stripes 4 
juan nid Heond Clothe 


























| VCR AT UATE ANE HAE 
Gah Ganon 

| COMMERCE 

i 





Voran. Dienavennies, 













dvawore, | Pte er | Aeuntt et |For the Againat test | ay 5 
watore, | semis, | ath april Hee adapt, | Bs 








Grey Shirtinge + 243 241 | 7,417,101 


i 1,007,793 7,026,358 
| 46,593 274,185 | ie 














Tooth 302,613 | "302,769 
% 190 24,810 133,950 | 195,86 | 120,079 
White Sh 3 63,693 445,535 | 534,843 | 322,785 
Vaults, Fig 88 109.804 | 116.951 127,851 
595 | 164,235 | 115,110 
1930 7 54,497 
| 92 
4565 dir oso 
4,272 
10, 
1,610 9,173 | 





























j i 
- | 120 | 
5 63,561 | 
134 | 38,435 | 
092 | Bu, 185, 
Turkey F "745 | 126 539 
Velvete 448 | 7,608 | 
34} 3,064 | | 
8,664 
4,290 | 
371 






































753 | 79 
Sy 762 029 | 
Medium and Bromi Clot 344 | 600 
1,870 «20! 
540 | 098 | 
3,172 | 053 | 
60 640 
Cotton J 8,663 | 131,099 
Euatres, Plain 60 | 4,050 
20 | $89 | 
i 3 | 46,294 
7 | 115,615 





























ing English and Dutch 12-1, 
of undeclared Import Cargo 


per Ganges, Preussen, Belle hon, Irnouaddy, Choteau Leoville, Sussex and Cy 8. 
Inport Cargoes declared during inter Cle Ni ‘ pe 


+ Anadyr, Moray, Dorset, Glengyle, Titan, Ningchow and Nestor, 
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COMMERCIAL POSTSCRIPT. 


Srm APRIL, 1889. 








Excaaxce.—On Loudon—Telegraphic Transfers, 4s. 134, Bank Bills, demand, 4s. 1}1. Bank Bille, 4 mouths’ 
Clase Credits to Banke, 4 months’ sight, 4°. 234.; 6 mouthy’ sight, 4s. 9g. Private and Documentary, 4 months’ si 
aight, 4s, 23. ‘demand, Fes, 5.20; Credits and Documentary Bille, 

Now York—Credits and Documentary Bille, 4 monthe’ sight, 97). Oa Hougkou 
sight, 273. On Bombay—Telegraphic Transfers, Rs. 302] ; Calcutta, Re, 3023. Bullion—Gold Ba 
111/20." Mexican dollare, $75.50. Copper Cash, 1,400. Native Interest, uiace 2 00. 























snakes, 

Baxxs,—Hongkong & Shanghai Banking Corporation.—A smal! business has been doue at 155 per cent. premium, New Oriental Bank 
Corporation, Ld.—Gold warrauts have changed hands at £103 aud exchange 4/14 

‘SurPrixo,—Sharghai Tugs have been told at $86, snd Taku Tug and Lilgters at $150. 

Docs —Pootungs have Leen placed at $81 aud T84, There are sellers at the lower rate, 

Fire Insuraxce.— Chinas bave been sold at $82 for oa rate, 

Waarrs,—Shanghai and Hongkew Wharf shares have been sold at £193, and Birt’s at $30 and 731}. 


Misixo,—Sheridans have boru in strong demand, aud shares Lave changed hands at $210 to £215 for cash, aud 1235 for delivery on 
Slat July. 


Carao Boats.—Shanghais are off 














1g at F165, Co-operatives bave been sold at £45, 


at £29 and exchange 4/14. Perak Sugars have beon placed at 17. Hall & Holts 
1 F23, aud Shanghai Land Investment shares at $19, 













































































| | Voxrriox rat Last Karorr, — |Last Divineny, &e, | Cast Quorations. 
SILA TGS, Bo. | Value, Haid up| i 
i TY reverse, [EMeMIM Date, Whee pa Closing. 
| r | 
Baki \ 

Hongkong & Shanghai tank Ce} 60,000 $125 | $125 | $4,300,000) #59,874.67/81 Dee. ss| Se1h 25Feb. 99] 155 % prem, 
New Ores Comp., Ld,| 54,700 | £10 £10 £115,002. *3% 22 Feb. 89) £103 

1,000 x10v | sx100 | 13% ‘iJon. eo] 486 

491589 £10| £10 £30, +5 % [3 duly 88) 439 

v0 41,000 | 41,00 | Fs *G% 12 Feb. 89) 2400 

China Ship “Go.! 7,062 £20 | "£13 99, 405.9,10 £2,896. 10, 784 £13 
Taku Tug aud Lighter Co. 2.500 9100) #100 $40, v.00, 23,582.97 "5% 5150 


Docks. 
Shanghai Dock Co. 
Footung Puck Co. 

Gus, 


ayo) 2900 | 500) 218,000) 3157.21 


"2% [IT Jan, 99) F340 
HO 2100 Aloo 32,900) 383. 26/5 


ra X |i4 dau, 88) $81 


% |l0Jan, $9} 31924 
£ | 1Mar.ss} “160 





wiv | aio | 267,000) 71,281.47 
100 | 100 | 219,637.18, © 389'9053 
| 
| 











































hing 
i $83.33 | $29 | ; 600,000.00) 261,119.28; 20% |4Sept. 89| $79 
North. £200 £50 ($264,578.42) 1502, 640.14 30d: 25.46 26 Apl. £8) F310 
Uniow 3200 | $25 | $090. 5u0.C0) s484,925.17) 20% {17 Oct. 88] $101 
7 : ‘£25 3 4% 18 dan, 89} F101 
1,500 | $1,000 | 97] 34 | 2 Apl. 88] $160 
| 10,000 | $250 ‘$50 | 9304! C00. 00) Sep.t8 410% | 8Jan. 69) $110 
"| go/o00 $100 | $20 | "38,000.00 3OJuness) “+ 5% |19Sept.85} $20 
$000) $:50) — §50/ gh Dec, 88) 4 33% | 4DMar.89] 364 
| 20,00) s100 | 320 | lee, $8] +30 0 | a Mar. 67] ¢82 
Btraite Fire Insurance Co., 1d 20,900 | $100 | sev 13,0000 Dec. 88) $84 | 1Mar-89] $19 
Singapore Insurance Co,, La. $100 | $20 | 11,876.91) 31 Dee. 87) $10 % | 5 Apl. 88) $16} 
fe. | 
Shanghal & Wkew What Co...) 2867 £100} 2100 $87,589.75) #1 Dee. $8) + Ti. |27 Feb. 89} $193 
| 


Bite Wharf Hide-C 








150 | 450) 43,419.46) ¢¥844.31/31 Oct. 67] © 34% [90Nov. $8 F314 
#100 | 3400 | 12,000] ¥1,949.08.51 Dee. 88) $4.5 | GF eb. ss ‘582 


si00 100! 


$50) $50) 
s100 | 3100 | 





25,81 Dec. 85] 45% | GMar. 0 $198 


1g953,543. 6331 Deo. 81 None. #40 
$15,979.95 31 Dee. 87 W46 | 10Dec. 88; F215 


| I 
4200 | 4200) $3,003.47, 72,834.2531 Dec. 88) + 4% | 5 Mar.89 3165, 
$100 | 4100! ¥2,000.00) 7981 bec. 88) +3. | BBR eb.69 T45 


1,000 

1,000 | 

6,000} £201 £20 £5,000,0£1,204.9.1081 Dec. 87 +7% |12Mar.s9! £29 
1,200 £20 























Shanghai Waterworke Co., 
Shanghai Waterworks Co 
New Shares 





+ 7% [12Mor.s9, £02 





Perak Sugar Cultivation( ‘350 | None. ‘$17 
Hall & Holtz Co-op'tive C 6,000 | ¥50 | 2) [1 May 68, £29 
Japan Brewery Co., Ld. 667 $100 | $130 
New Shangh 300) F100 | t | ys | F100 
20,000) 550 do. | Fo 
1,20) $100 do. i $120 






































LOANS. nt of Loan, si Outstanding. Retest ty | When Payable. | Closing. 
Shanghai Mon, Dele ZX 60,000.00 | ‘¥ 100 7% Dec, & June. | F101 (a) 
Do. X 45,000.00 z 100 o De. 7105 nom, 
Do, FT 20,000.00 ‘F100 ie 4 Do. F105 ,, 
De, 1888) ¥ 70,010.00 10 6% Do. 103 
China Merchants’ S.N. Co, Debentures £ 300,000 £100 1Z Quarterly £106 (a) 
Uhinere tay. Gov wt be 1884 b)  $1,394,700.14 $500 8% 30th June, $515 (a) 
Do, do. 1884 € ! . $ 500 8% 15th Oct. $510 (a) 
Do. do. 1886 Els. ¥ "767,:00.00 F250 7% Mar. & Sept. | $2874 (a) 





“For half-yesr, i For quarter year. t For year. $A deficit. § Reserve for equalizaticn of dividends, (o) Exeivene Ch acoted intaut, 
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